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“Never see a need without doing something about it.” 

 
These are the words of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Mary had a heart for those who 
were the poorest and most neglected in this world. At 26 she was quoted to have said: 
“Believe in the whispering of God to your heart. Believe in Him. Believe in the power of the 
Spirit of love.”  
 
As Australians we all should be proud of this remarkable woman who founded the Sisters of 
St Joseph and is Australia’s first saint. She has touched many lives through the work of the 
order and has set an example for all of us. Her qualities of sheer determination, 
perseverance in the face of adversity, and plea for justice on behalf of those unfairly 
treated, were practical examples of holiness and became a source of inspiration for all 
Australians.  
 
The spirit of Australians is recognised by helping mates in dire circumstances, helping one 
another in need, as witnessed during times of floods, bushfire and other natural disasters, 
when help is given. We have many instances of courage and humility running through the 
social fabric of our nation. These are the qualities that unite us and make a great nation. St 
Mary of the Cross MacKillop has inspired us to continue to do more.  
 
Throughout the various communities we belong to there are various opportunities we may 
have on a weekly basis to “see a need and do something about it”…  
 

• school - assisting a family who may not be able to transport their child(ren) to school 
or an extra curricular event or encouraging your son or daughter to play with someone 
who may be lonely,  

• parish - supporting or being involved in one of the various ministries that are offered 
by our parish community, for example considering being a member of the parish 
council,  

• sporting - volunteering to help coach or assist in the smooth operation of the sporting 
organisation that relies solely on volunteers.  

 
Through doing something about these needs we are modelling to our children, the future 
generation, that something can be done about it! As a society we need to continue to look 
outside our own inner circle at ways we can assist the needs of others and ‘do something 
about it’.  
 

Peter Regan 
 
 

Peter Regan 
Principal 
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St Agnes Catholic High School 

Diary Dates  
 
 

 

16 August 
Yr 7 Science Incursion 
 

17 August 
PDSSSC Athletics Carnival 
Yr 10 Science Incursion 
 

19 August 
Yr 7 Brainstorm 
 

19-21 August 
World Vision 40 Hour 
Famine 

 

22 August 
PRC General Meeting  

 

26 August 
Yr 9-10 Dance Excursion 

 

30 August 
Yr 10 Geography Excursion 
 
31 August 
Yr 9 Bline English /Drama 
Aladdin Excursion 

 

2017 ENROLMENT 
APPLICATIONS  

Vacancies are 
available for          
Year 7, 2017.  

  

  

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au 
Follow us on FACEBOOK: StAgnesRootyHill 
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FROM THE ACTING ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

In the classroom 
Many exciting and interesting things can be see in the classrooms at St Agnes every day. Students 
have been engaged in some new initiatives, such as, a new electronic learning platform in Year 8, 
shared classes in some subjects in Years 7 and 8 and learning and assessment that is practical and 
engaging in a range of subjects in every year group. 
 

Mrs Berman in the library has recently purchased over fifty new fiction novels, suitable for our 
students. These are now ready for borrowing and we encourage students to be quick to borrow 
and read those books. You will notice in this newsletter a book review of Sister Heart, by Sally 
Morgan, written by Gabrielle Norton in Year 10. We hope to make student book reviews a feature 
of our newsletters in future editions. If your son/daughter wishes to prepare a review of one of 
these new books for the newsletter, he/she should let Mrs Berman know. 
 
Attendance and Absences 
In the previous newsletter I wrote about our recent focus on student attendance and absence. 
 

We have been pleased to note that over 250 students at St Agnes have very high school 
attendance rates, with those students attending school between 97% and 100% of school days. 
 

Daily attendance at school is very important for students’ success at school and impacts on the 
choices they are able to make about their careers and, subsequently, their lives. Studies of 
students’ achievement in NAPLAN tests show that those students whose attendance is low do not 
do as well as those who attend school frequently. Poor school attendance also predicts poor 
attendance habits in the workforce.  
 

We have been concerned that too many students have 10% to 20% absence rates. We have met 
with those students and will work with them and their families on ensuring their school attendance 
improves. 
 

We want the students of St Agnes to be successful in all areas of their lives, both now and when 
they graduate to the workforce. We ask you to support us in encouraging daily attendance at 
school by not allowing your son/daughter to stay at home unless there is absolutely no alternative. 
Days off from school should be very rare, occurring maybe once or twice a term. 
 

Uniform 
We have had a focus on school uniform lately, and have asked students to ensure they are wearing 
their uniforms neatly and correctly every day. As a result, incorrect jewellery, jumpers and hats 
have been confiscated to remind students of the expectation around the correct wearing of their 
uniform. 
 

One area that continues to be a problem is the choice of shoes for sports days. Students must 
wear laced sport shoes, with soles that have been designed to provide traction on grassed and 
concreted sports surfaces. They are not to wear canvas, flat-soled street shoes. 
 

Thank you for your support in this. The uniform generally is looking much better, and students are 
looking proud and dignified in it. 
 
Mary Refalo 
Assistant Principal 

The Knitting ELP Group has been working diligently to produce blankets to donate to the needy 
and disadvantaged so they can keep warm during these cold winter months.  



 

 

FROM THE TEACHING & LEARNING COORDINATOR 

Goal Setting 

I hope that students have spent some time evaluating their academic results from Semester One, celebrating notable 
achievements and setting goals to help them improve in subjects that need more attention for Semester Two.  
 
A goal is something you want to achieve. A short-term goal is something you want to achieve soon. An example of a 
short-term goal is finishing your homework. A long-term goal is something you want to achieve at some later date. An 
example of a long-term goal is improving your Semester Two subject grades. 
 
To set appropriate goals, you must know what is important for you to accomplish. Then you must set specific and 
clearly stated goals. If you do not have clearly stated goals, your effort will lack direction and focus.  
 
Below are some tips that students can use to help develop their goals this semester. 

1. Determine the things that you really want to achieve and write them down. 
2. Write goals that you know you are realistic. Take care not to set goals that are too low or too high. 
3. Be goal specific. Vague goals like “I want to better at English” will not work. 
4. Break down each goal into smaller, achievable sub-goals with action plans. 
5. Give yourself a specific deadline and leave yourself plenty of time. 
6. Try to anticipate obstacles that might come up. 
7. Identify all the resources that might help you. 
8. Think about rewards for meeting your goal. 
9. Review, modify and up-date your goal constantly. They can keep you motivated. 
10. Give yourself a reward. Be careful not to reward yourself until you have achieved your goal. 

 
Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 

School fee statements for Term 3, 2016 have been posted in bulk from the Catholic Education Office, Parramatta 
(CEO). These fees are due by 22 August 2016. If you have not received a statement, please contact our Fee Secretary, 
Lorraine Bailey, on 8882 0706. 
 
Thank you to those parents who have paid fees or who have made contact with the school to explain their 
circumstances.  
 
If you are currently on a payment plan, please continue to make payments as per your arrangements.  If you are unable 
to pay the fees in full, please contact Lorraine Bailey before the due date to make a payment arrangement plan. 
 
If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please contact the Business Manager, Kelly Pickett on 8882 0702 
immediately.   
 
The school is always happy to assist parents/caregivers who require more time to pay off their children’s school fees. 
 

SCHOOL FEES 

SCHOOL OPAL CARDS 
Tap on and off when you travel to and from school. 

Data gathered by tapping on and off is used to determine demand for bus services.  
If students don’t tap on and tap off, services may be cancelled due the lack of 

recorded patronage. 



 

 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

During August we celebrate some significant women in the Catholic Church.  August 8 is the Feast of Saint Mary of the 
Cross Mackillop, followed by the feast of the Assumption of Mary on August 15. 
 

The Feast of Saint Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) (8th August)  
Mary MacKillop was born in 1842 in (Fitzroy) Melbourne (Australia). On 8 August 1909 she died, having suffered a 
disabling stroke in 1902. Inspired by a meeting with Fr. Julian Tenison-Woods, Mary MacKillop at the age of 25 took 
her vows and the religious name, “Mary of the Cross”.  
 

Mary MacKillop was very conscious of the plight of the poor and needy. She worked with families that lived in isolated 
areas of Australia. As a result within 5 years of taking her vows, Mary MacKillop pioneered a new form of religious life 
in Australia and commenced a “system” of “Josephite" schools that would provide education, especially for the children 
of the poor. Mary established over 30 schools in South Australia and over 100 women had joined the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph.  
 

In 1873, Pope Pius IX gave Papal approval for the Congregation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph. Even today, many 
Australians can say that they too have felt the impact of the enormous work started by St Mary of the Cross 
(MacKillop), having been educated or cared for, by the Sisters of Saint Joseph. She was noted for her trust in the 
providence of God and miracles of healing have been attributed to her. Pope Benedict XVI declared her a Saint on the 
17 October 2010. The Roman Missal has the following prayer for the Feast of St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) 
 

O God, source of all goodness, 
who have shown us in Saint Mary  

a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross, 
teach us, we pray, by her example 
to live the gospel in changing times 

and to respect and defend 
the human dignity of all in our land. 

Through our Lord 
Amen 

 
 
 
The Feast of the Assumption (15 August) 
Monday, 15 August, the Church celebrates the Feast Day of 
the Assumption of Our Lady when according to our faith, 
the Holy Mother, "having completed her course of her 
earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory". 
 

Although defined as an article of faith by Pope Pius XII just 
over half a century ago, the Assumption of Our Lady into 
heaven has been accepted from back to the earliest of 
Christian times. 
 

The Assumption signals the end of Mary's earthly life and 
marks her return to heaven to be reunited with Jesus. 
While the bodies of both Jesus and Mary are now in heaven, 
there is a difference between the Assumption and the 
Resurrection. Where Jesus arose from the tomb and 
ascended into heaven by his own power, Mary's body was 
taken up to heaven by the power of her Son. 
 

For this reason we use different words to describe each 
event. One is the Ascension of Christ and the other, the 
Assumption of Mary. 
 

Julie Atkins 
Religious Education Coordinator 

Father in heaven, 
all creation rightly gives you 

praise, 
for all life and all holiness 

come from you. 
 

In the plan of your wisdom 
she who bore the Christ in her 

womb 
was raised body and soul in 

glory to be with him in heaven. 
 

May we follow her example in 
reflecting your holiness 

and join in her hymn of endless 
love and praise. 



 

 

CLEAN UP ST AGNES DAY 

On 29 July 2016 our Environmental Portfolio Team held 
‘St Agnes Clean Up Day’ with the help of students from 
all grades. Students succeeded in cleaning up the school 
grounds intensively to help the school be neat and 
presentable, as well as help benefit the environment in 
a way of active citizenship.  
 
The students who volunteered adopted an 
environmental conscious in regard to protecting and 
preserving the environment.  
 
Students gained an understanding on why we need to 
help protect our environment and why cleaning up our 
school is extremely important on all local and federal 
levels. Students were also successful in cleaning up the 
school's garden, as we as people have an obligation to 
look after the planet.  
 
The Environmental Portfolio Team is looking to further 
to increase their clean ups, possibly also at Morreau 
Reserve.  
 
As a Franciscan school, it is our moral obligation to keep 
the school clean and preserve the environment, as well 
as God's creation. 
 
 
Alyssa Alcala 
 Year 10 Environment Portfolio Leader 

BOOK REVIEW 

The novel, Sister Heart, written by Aboriginal author, 
dramatist and artist, Sally Morgan, tells the captivating 
and empathetic journey of a young girl, Annie. 
 
Annie was stolen from her family by authorities and 
forced on a treacherous journey over water and land. 
She ends up on a reserve with other girls and boys like 
her. 
 
She feels so alone that she is unable to speak. This all 
changes when she meets a girl, Janey, who brings her 
out of her shell. 
 
The novel is written in verses, which is a refreshing and 
interesting style of creative writing that is easy to 
follow.  
 
This tearjerker shines light upon the discriminative and 
racial actions of white men on Aboriginals. 
 
I recommend this novel to all. The novel gives an insight 
into the culture and lifestyle of indigenous people, and 
allows the reader to empathise with their loss. 
 
 It is a great and easy reader for all. 
 
Rating:  
 
 
 
 
Gabrielle Norton 
Year 10 
 

 



 

 

  

SNACK ATTACK 

Snack Attack is an initiative from our school leaders to a set time in our week 
for fellow students to ‘refuel’ on fruit and/or vegetables. Students who are not 
hungry and are well hydrated perform better in the classroom, show increased 
concentration, and are less likely to be irritable and disruptive. Many students 
are not eating enough fruit during the week.  
 
This initiative provides the opportunity for students to learn new, exciting and 
interesting ways to eat healthily.  To make this initiative interesting each piece 
of fruit consumed by students gathers points towards the yearly ‘St Agnes Cup’ 
competition. 
 
There has been rival competition between homerooms over the past month in 
order to see which ‘house’ will be enjoying a day at Jamberoo Recreation Park. It 
would seem that Mr Weaver’s 8.3 homeroom were not making idle threats about 
their endeavour to eat their way to glory during snack attack sessions on Fridays 
and have put their money where their mouth is…or in this case, their mouths 
where their mouths are. 
 
Bringing in an astonishing amount of fruit last week, their impressive larder 
consisted of 87 slices of watermelon, 21 bananas, 24 apples, 22 oranges, 8 
mandarins. A new record of 324 points!!!!! 
 
Miss Raad, Miss Juarez, Mr Chavez and the King of Snack Attack himself Tony 
El-Ghossein were supervising this exotic feast to ensure that the food was only 
consumed by students from 8.3 homeroom. 
 
Once the feasters were full of fruit there were 9 bananas, 4 oranges and 3 
mandarins left over which was given to hungry onlookers. These onlookers ate 5 
apples and 4 oranges, which equates to minus 50 points of food consumed by 
others bringing the total eaten by 8.3 to 274 points.  
 
A solid effort by homeroom 8.3!  
 

Year 8 being informed about the Jewish Shabbat by 
Rabbi Jeffery Cohen. 

#wswsoty art 
entry from our 
Yr10 Digital 
Media and 
Communication 
Portfolio 
Leaders 
symbolising our 
support of 
the Western 
Sydney 
Wanderers FC 
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WORLD YOUTH DAY 

We are pleased to welcome our pilgrims back to Sydney this week. Below is an email we received 
from them last week. We look forward to hearing more of their trip. 
  
Pokój! (peace!) and hello from Poland! 
 

The pilgrimage so far has been nothing short of amazing. Very difficult to put into words right 
now, but we have definitely been changed for the better by this experience. 
 

Just a quick recap of where we have been. 
 

Our first stop was in Bohol, Philippines,where for the first 5 days, we were sent to St 
Augustines Catholic High School where we immersed ourselves in the learning environment. We 
helped with some painting, but the principal wanted us to focus on building relationships with 
staff and students and opportunities where we could learn from each other. The students were 
very thankful and appreciative of all your stationery donations. Martin was most definitely the 
school crush from the first day, and he left with many many admirers. 
 

After a 30 hour transit we made it to Krakow, Poland via bus, ferry, bus, plane, bus, plane, plane, 
and bus. 
 

We started the following day with a tour of the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camps, 
followed by Holy Mass at Kalwara Zebrzydowska in St John Paul II hometown where he would 
often go to to retreat and pray as a young man. Going to both places really put into perspective 
the impact of two different people with two different ideologies and their effect on history and 
humanity. 
 

On Monday, we had time to explore Krakow and celebrate Holy Mass at St Dominics as one 
diocese instead of two separate pilgrimages. 
 

Tuesday, we gathered with 3000 Australian pilgrims at the Tauron Arena, for prayer, catechisis 
and worship with Julie's favourite priest, Rob Galea. Then the official World Youth Day Mass. 
 

The following days, we were able to experience catechisis from bishops and cardinals from the 
US, Adoration and Worship with 18,000 other pilgrims at the arena, go to the shrine of the 
Divine Mercy to pray to St Faustina, the original image of the Divine Mercy and the relics of St 
John Paul II. 
 

We have just arrived back a few hours ago from the welcoming of Pope Francis. Thanks to some 
luck and quick feet we managed to see live and record footage of his arrival to Balonia Park, it  
(the video is on instagram). Just being in our Holy Fathers presence, elevated the spirits of the 
two million pilgrim gathered today, we have been in awe at the loving, positive and uplifting 
energy that WYD has on this city, with the millions of pilgrims filling the streets each day. We 
still have a few more activities with the Stations of the Cross pilgrimage walk, overnight 
sleepout and final Holy Mass celebrated by Pope Francis to come. 
 

Now the Martin Report: Martin is loving every moment of this pilgrimage, his popularity in the 
high school in Philippines has increased even more so here in Poland not only with his fellow 
pilgrims, in Parramatta, but all over the world. Plenty of young pilgrims from many countries have 
stopped to talk to him and exchange tokens. He is very popular with Americans and the Italians.  
He has definitely matured spiritually over this time, and he is very excited to share this with his 
St Agnes family once he gets back. 
 

Thank you once again for your prayers and support while we're away, we have continually prayed 
for each of you every opportunity we get, there's so much more to come! 
 
God Bless….  
Harry, Nikki and Martin 



 

 

      

 

OUR PARISHES 

  

St Aidan’s  
9 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625  8404 
  
  
Sacred Heart  
23 Nelson Street 
Mt Druitt South 
Ph:   02 9625  8847 
  
  
Holy Family  
254 Luxford Road 
Emerton 
Ph:   02 9628  7272 
  
  
St John Vianney’s  
17 Cameron Street 
Doonside 
Ph:   02 9622  3426 

  

GREEN OUR SCHOOL! 

Each year Blacktown City Council provides two free plants per household to be collected from 
their depot. If you have not yet collected your free plants and don't think you will use them, 
why not consider donating the plants to the school? 
 
Please complete the form and return it to the office to give us permission to collect the plants 
and use them within our school.  
 
 We thank you for your generosity and appreciate your contribution to the school environment! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  
I (name) _________________________________________________________ ______ 
  
of (address) ____________________________________________________________ 

 
have NOT collected my 2 free plants from Blacktown Council this financial  year and would like 
to donate them to St Agnes Catholic High School for planting on the school grounds. 
 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 
   

Date: ________________________________________________________________ 

CDSA DEBATING SEMI-FINAL 
Last month saw a contingent of committed and supportive staff and parents attend the semi-
final of the Catholic Schools Debating Association’s annual competition at Santa Sabina College, 
Strathfield. 
  
It is no easy feat to reach this penultimate stage, and St Agnes is very proud of the Year 10 
team who reached the semi-finals from an initial pool of around 74 teams from across Sydney. 
Piadora Rahme, Joy Odemwengie, Alyssa Alcala, along with reserve speaker Tony El-Ghossein, 
have demonstrated enormous perseverance, steadfastness, commitment and self-sacrifice since 
Term 1, dutifully attending coaching sessions and giving up their Friday nights to represent us at 
a competitive level. Congratulations team!  
  
Unfortunately, the team did not come away with a win and missed the much-anticipated spot in 
the final, held at Oakhill College on Friday, July 29. They should, nevertheless, be proud of their 
accomplishment in a pursuit that demands enormous courage and intellectual rigour. 
  
Thank you to their coaches, Miss Valleri 
and Miss Brogan for their commitment to 
developing the team’s skills, and to Mr 
Regan, Mr Sadsad and Ms Refalo who has 
provided very valuable input and to Mr 
Krishna, Miss Libri, Miss Raad and Ms 
Vassallo for adjudicating during the 
competition. 


