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Last Sunday’s Gospel reading was from Matthew (24:37-44). It is the Gospel passage that 
signifies the beginning of Advent in the 2016 Liturgical Year. 
 

As Catholics, Advent comes as a reminder to place our Christian values at the forefront of 
our lives. It is the period of preparation for Christmas and it comes four Sundays before 
Christmas Day. During Advent we are asked to remind ourselves that our thoughts, words 
and actions are our most important behaviours, and through them we reveal love, compassion 
and dignity for others. 
 

Matthew’s gospel tells us that we ‘must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.’ This again reminds us to act, speak and think in ways that befit us of our 
calling to Catholicism and to our God; that we should be ready to meet God at any time, and 
we should be proud of our thoughts, actions and words when we do. 
 

For the past few weeks we have noticed an increase in tensions and conflicts between 
students. In this time of Advent, it is a good time to be reminded that students should be 
mindful of their thoughts, words and actions towards others, even when they are conveyed 
in a digital form. Advent is a time of preparation for them, also. You may like to talk to your 
children about the importance of treating their peers with love, respect and dignity in their 
preparation for Christmas during this Advent period. 
 
Year 10 Graduation Mass 
The Year 10 Graduation Mass took place on Tuesday morning at Our Lady of Victories, 
Horsley Park. 
 

This was an important school occasion during which we honoured the graduating students and 
recognised their efforts over the four years they have attended St Agnes Catholic High 
School. We are very proud to have been able to share the achievements of all the students 
in Year 10, 2016, but especially the students who received special awards in recognition for 
achievement above and beyond others in each of their respective areas.  A list of award 
winners is over the page. 
 

Keeping the routine in the last weeks of school 
As we near the end of Term 4, students are reminded that the school routine continues as 
usual. 
 

Whilst there are some interruptions due to school activities, classes and learning continue as 
usual. Students are expected to attend school every day until December 16, when the term 
concludes. The expectations regarding student dress remain the same; full school uniform 
should be worn for most of the week, with sports uniform on sport days only. The usual 
regulations regarding jewellry and hairstyles apply until the end of the term. 
 

We appreciate your support in these areas. 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Refalo 
Acting Principal 
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Diary Dates  
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 December 
Yr 7/2017 Orientation Day 
Except Good Shepherd 
 

6 December 
Yr9 Aline Swim School 
Yr 7 Drumming Incursion 
Yr 5 Technology Day 
Yr 7/2017 Orientation Day 
for Good Shepherd 
students 
 

7 December 
Yr 5 Technology Day 
Yr 7 Aline Swim School 
 

8 December 
Road to Bethlehem 
Production 
 

9 December 
Sport/Academic Award 
Ceremony 
 

13 December 
Yr 9 Bline Swim School 
Parent/Teacher 
Interviews 
 

14 December 
Yr 7 Bline Swim School 
 

16 December 
Last school day for pupils 
 
19-20 December 
Staff Development Day/ 
Pupil Free Day 
 

30 January 
Year 7 Commence 
 

31 January 
Years 8-10 commence 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



				Felicity	Taylor																				Carl	Blando																									Gabrielle	Norton																						Monica	Vave 
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We were privileged to farewell our Year 10 students at their Graduation Mass on Tuesday 8th 
December at Our Lady of Victories Church, Horsley Park. The realities are that the vast 
majority of students leave St Agnes as fine young adults who go on to make a difference in 
society by living the values they have learnt at St Agnes. It has been a pleasure to watch the 
Year 10 students grow into mature young adults a credit to the families they represent. We wish 
them all the best and success for the future. 
 
A number of students received awards and are congratulated on the awards they received. 
Leadership:   Tony El-Ghossein 
Performing Arts:   Angel Asiata 
Sporting Achievement:  Mitchell Dodds & Jasmine Thomas 
Catholic Identity:  Martin Mangahas  

YEAR 10 PERPETUAL AWARD WINNERS 

Sue	Roberts	Award							Ian	Bridge	Award																Ruben	F	Scarf	Award														Long	Tan	Award										 

Ed	Husic																							Sr	Audrey	Graham										Fr	John	Morreau										Blessed	Helene	de							Caltex	All-Rounder	
			Award																																		Award																												Award																					Chappotin	Award																			Award	

				Joshua	Kelly																				Kristy	Lambert														Martin	Mangahas								Brianna	Raymond										Joy	Odemwengie 

2016 Dux of the 
School 

Piadora Rahme 



 

 

 
Congratulations to all of the participants in the St Agnes Chess Competition today, especially John Gomez ..the overall 
winner! Thank you to Ms Juarez for coordinating every chess competition and guiding the players this year. 

FROM THE TEACHING & LEARNING COORDINATOR 

Transition to Year 11 
 
Over the next week our Year 10 students will be visiting Loyola Senior High School as part of their Year 11 orientation 
program for 2017. Students will experience the elective subjects they have selected for their final two years of 
schooling, as well as, visit the Trade Training Centre for those who have elected this pathway. 
 

Commencing a new school with new teachers, studying different subjects and receiving greater amounts of homework 
and assessment tasks will all be part of a students experience next year. The transition from Year 10 to Year 11 can be 
quite an overwhelming one for many students, particularly if they do not have effective study skills in place to cope 
with these demands. 
 

Students who are successful in the Higher School Certificate years of study are those who are committed to their 
studies and have excellent time management strategies in place. Students who are able to remain focused and eliminate 
any distractions should be able to succeed. Developing positive study habits early in 
 

Year 11 will hold students in good stead towards meeting the many challenges presented to them throughout their final 
Higher School Certificate year. 
 
Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 

ST AGNES CHESS COMPETITION 



 

 

  
 

Year 10 Graduation Mass 
We gathered on the 29th November as a school community at Our Lady of Victories, Horsley Park to celebrate the 
graduation of our Year 10 Class of 2016. This was an important occasion for Year 10 as they feel that so much of their 
formation has been at St Agnes Catholic High School. 
 

We were fortunate to have Fr Pat Mullins from Hol y Family, Emerton celebrate Mass with us and with his usual 
enthusiasm and energy he made this another memorable Mass. 
 

A big thank you to all of the family and friends who made this such a memorable occasion for the school community as a 
whole, but especially for the loved ones who graduated on the day. 
 
St Vincent de Paul - Christmas Hampers 
A sincere thank you to all families who contributed 
to our annual Christmas Hamper appeal. We are 
currently in the process of finalising the hampers 
for St Vincent de Paul and so far, have 20 hampers 
completed along with a billy cart. This is a 
tremendous effort shown by the St Agnes School 
community in joining together to help those in need 
within our local community. 
 

The St Vincent de Paul representatives will arrive 
December 5th to collect our hampers. Many thanks 
again to those families that contributed to this 
cause. 
 
The Road to Bethlehem 
We are again preparing to stage the reenactment of 
the nativity. We have live animals, camels, sheep 
and a donkey arriving on December 8th. A large 
crew of staff from St Agnes is working hard on 
costumes, acting and organising for this mammoth 
performance which is a highlight on our school 
calendar. 
 

Like St Francis of Assisi did in 1223 on Greccio, we 
are wanting to pass on the stories of our faith to 
the younger generation. As a faculty (Religious 
Education) we see that it is our job to pass on the 
Catholic faith and traditions that are so important 
to our faith. Hence, we are enthusiastically 
organising to tell the story of Jesus’ birth. 
 

In the next edition of our newsletter I will include 
a series of photos to show the rich text brought to 
life. 
 
Until then, 
Pace e bene 
Julie Atkins 

FROM THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR 

Our Christmas  “Tree of Knowledge” 

 



 

 

  

SEMESTER TWO PARENT /TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Semester 2 Reports will be distributed on 12th December 2016. Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on 13th 
December between 8am and 3.30pm. 
 

Interviews can be booked through the link on our website or directly through this portal. An instruction guide on this 
process is also available through this link. If you do not have internet access interview bookings can be made by 
telephoning the front office on 8882 0700 

Last Friday, MacKillop and a few other students had the 
amazing opportunity to go to Jamberoo Action Park. The 
students and the teachers got to experience the 
different rides at the water park such as the Funnel 
Web, The Taipan, The Perfect Storm and many more. 
Jamberoo was so much fun and a great way to spend the 
last day of a hard week of school. We thank all the 
teachers who attended Jamberoo to look after us and 
we hope they had some fun themselves. We are all truly 
grateful for having had such a great experience. 
 
Emma Yousif, Mary Yousif, Fanar Yacoub (Team 7.8) 
 
On the 22nd of November, MacKillop was announced the 
house winners of 2016. This win allowed students from 
grades 7 to 10, as well as the homeroom winners of 
Snack Attack, the opportunity to attend the water park, 
Jamberoo, on the 25th of November. After the hour-
and- a-half trip, we were finally able to obtain our prize 
and experience the various rides the park had to offer. 
 
Throughout the four hours of fun and excitement, both 
the students and the supervising teachers had gone on 
many rides including the new ride, The Perfect Storm. 
Although the students waited an hour to experience this 
two-minute wonder, many stated that it was their 
favourite ride and wanted another turn. Along with this, 
we also went on The Taipan and the Funnel Web, which 
scared most of us because it was pitch black inside. 
 
However, in contrast to the nerve-racking rides we also 
had the chance to experience other exciting rides 
including the Rapid River, Splash Out and The Wave 
Pool. 
 
Overall, this entire opportunity allowed us to bond with 
each other and our teachers, and it also allowed us to 
enjoy a day away from school and work. Although this 
adventure is unfortunately now over, the students will 
not forget the experience and will cherish the fun 
memories we made on that day for a long time. 
 
Evana Mansour (Year 9) 

JAMBEROO REFLECTIONS 



 

 

CREATIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS NIGHT 

On the 16th November St Agnes continued its tradition of showcasing outstanding musical, dance, 
drama and artistic talent. 
 

It was wonderful and successful night. Many parents and staff attended the night to watch a variety 
of acts and performances from students across our Creative Arts subjects from years 7 to 10. 
 

I wish to thank all the students involved for their commitment in rehearsals, preparation and 
performances on the night. 
 

Congratulations to the all CAPA staff, Miss Juarez, Miss Valleri, Ms Gale, Mr Madigan, Mr Weaver and 
Mrs Devine for their dedication and hard work to make this night an entertaining and memorable 
occasion. 
 
Ms Anneke Reemst 
CAPA Coordinator 
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School Photography Guidelines for Parents and Carers 

 
 
Information for Parents and Carers 
 
We recognise that parents and carers enjoy photographing and recording the progress of their child at 
school and on school activities. We recognise that many of you like to share these personal memories 
online and on social media.  
 
We ask for your cooperation and care concerning the use and distribution of photographs of other 
children at our school. Some families have very real legal and safety issues which could put a child at 
risk if an image is made public online. More generally, it is respectful of the privacy of other members 
of the school community to ask permission before posting an image online. Even if your social media 
settings are private, it is easy for images to become public, particularly if they are tagged or shared by 
others. 
 
Best practice guidelines 
 
The following best practice guidelines have been adopted by our school to keep our students and 
school community safe, and to ensure respectful practices concerning the use of social media. When 
taking photographs or recordings at school or at school events and your images include other 
identifiable persons please follow these guidelines:  
 

§ Crop out other students or seek the permission of the student or (for students under 16) his or 
her parent/carer before posting online.  

§ Do not tag or name the person without permission.  
§ If a parent or carer requests that you do not circulate an image of their child to others, please 

comply with the request.  
§ Please seek the permission of our staff to photograph or record their activities at school. 

Photography of staff presenting or receiving awards is permitted. 
 
The school will periodically review these best practice guidelines. 
 
Mandatory policies: 
 
The school may from time to time determine that photography or recording at school events or on 
school grounds is restricted. Where restriction is notified, failure to comply may result in your 
exclusion from school premises or activities. There may also be consequences as set out in the 
enrolment agreement.  
 
Under no circumstances may you photograph or record in private areas such as change-rooms, or in 
school offices or staffrooms, or at meetings, without express permission.  
 
Queries and further resources 
 
The following resources provide further information about safety online, privacy and avenues for 
complaints about privacy online.  If you wish to discuss an issue further with the school, please 
contact our Assistant Principal. 
 
 
Office of the Children’s eSafety Commissioner 
http://esafety.gov.au   
 
Office of the Australian Information Commissioner, FAQs about social media 
https://www.oaic.gov.au/individuals/faqs-for-individuals/social-media-ict-identity-security/social-media  
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES PUBLISHED November 2016 

 

2017 Diocesan School Fees 
 

21 November 2016 
 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
Please find below the 2017 Diocesan school fees schedule which includes a modest 3.0% increase on the 
fees from 2016. Every effort has been made to keep the fee increase to a minimum and I am pleased to report 
that the increase is less than the 3.3% education CPI increase for the same period.  
 
School-based fees will also be limited to a 3.0% increase to ensure we have consistency across our Diocese. 
School-based fees cover the costs of important things such as technology and school administration. 
 
I appreciate that from time to time, some families might experience financial challenges. With this in mind, I 
take this opportunity to remind you that confidential fee support is available through 
 

x discounts for families with multiple siblings in our schools 

x flexible payment plans 

x hardship concession policies for families in need 

x the Bishop Manning Scholarship Fund 

x the Byawalla Co-contribution Scheme for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families. 
 

Tuition Fees - 2017 
The 2017 diocesan tuition fees are outlined below: 
 

ANNUAL FEES No charge for 4th+ children 1st Child 
100% 

2nd Child 
75% 

3rd Child 
50% 

Primary 
Kindergarten $1,131 $849 $567 

Years 1 – 6 $1,461 $1,095 $732 

Secondary 
Years 7 – 8 $2,028 $1,521 $1,014 

Years 9 – 10 $2,250 $1,689 $1,125 

Years 11 – 12 $2,874 $2,157 $1,437 

 
The 2017 term rate for each of the first three terms is outlined below:  
 

TERM FEES Charged in Terms 1, 2 & 3 1st Child 
100% 

2nd Child 
75% 

3rd Child 
50% 

Primary 
Kindergarten $377 $283 $189 

Years 1 – 6 $487 $365 $244 

Secondary 
Years 7 – 8 $676 $507 $338 

Years 9 – 10 $750 $563 $375 

Years 11 – 12 $958 $719 $479 


