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Diary Dates  

  

22 June 
Year 10 Brainstorm 
Incursion 
 
24 June 
Parent/Teacher 
Interviews 
 
26 June 
Term 2 Concludes 
 
13 July 
Term 3 Commences 
 
16 July 
Year 10 Nepean Careers 
Market/ Try –a –Skill Day 
 
20 July 
Year 7 Vaccinations 
 

19 June 2015 
 

Last week we received the results from the Quality Catholic Schools survey that was 
conducted by Insight SRC Pty Ltd. Our student, staff and parent communities completed 
this survey, therefore, it is a very comprehensive account of how the school is operating and 
how the climate of the school contributes to a positive learning environment. Our results 
were exceptional and I would like to thank our students and parents who completed the 
survey. 
 

Many factors were identified as strong points, however, those that stood out were around 
teaching and learning using technology and a very safe learning environment where staff and 
students felt valued and respected. Various sections indicated very positive characteristics. 
What was interesting was the similar viewpoints from students, staff and parents. 
 

While stating this there is still much to do and learn. The beauty of this information is that 
it provides a guide for our goal setting in the future. 
 

Each week I have the opportunity to hear wonderful achievements by our staff and students 
across many different areas. This week we sent three debating teams into the elimination 
finals and our Years 8 and 9 teams will participate in the Quarterfinal debates tonight. This 
is an outstanding achievement for all of our debaters.  
 

Last week members of the public commended our students regarding the behaviour and 
manners that were displayed by our students during a music excursion. These comments are 
not unusual and reflect the qualities of your son and daughter who attend St Agnes. 
 

By working together to ensure high expectations we can be justifiably proud of these young 
men and women. 

 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 

PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
24 June 2015 

 

Student reports will be issued 20 minutes prior to the interview 
Interview Bookings made via our online booking system. 

Instructions on the use of this booking system can be found on our website. 
 

 
 

Lord, 

teach us to care about Your 

Word that is a lamp for our 

feet and a light for our path. 

Teach us to care for and 

about each other.  

When we grow weary, 

Revive us by Your Spirit, So 

that we may care 

compassionately for our 

world and for ourselves 

Amen.” 
  

 
 



 

CHRIS 
CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE 

COMMUNITY  
OF SCHOOL 

  
St Agnes  

Catholic High School 

Evans Road 

Rooty Hill 

Ph:   02 8882 0700 

Fax: 02 8882 0790 

  
St  Clare’s  

Catholic High School 

175 Buckwell Drive 

Hassall  Grove 

Ph:   02 9835  2466 

Fax: 02 9835 2539 

  

  

Loyola Senior 

High School 

91 North Parade 

Mt Druitt 

Ph:   02 9832  4455 

Fax: 02 9832 1839 

  
  

a diverse  
community  
learning  
together  

From the Assistant Principal, Mr Peter Regan 

Over the past two weeks teachers have 
been completing student’s reports for this 
semester.  One thing that stood out when 
reading these reports was the incredible 
number of students with an outstanding 
effort in all areas of their learning. This 
demonstrates the hard work of our 
students regardless of their grades and 
shows that they are doing their best. 
 
There would not be a single family in 
Australia who, at some stage in the life of 
their children, hasn’t encouraged them to 
“do their best”. When we, as parents, tell 
our children to do their best, we also need 
to tell them that their best is never going 
to be the same from one period to the next. 
Everything is alive and changing all the time, 
so ‘their best’ will sometimes be high quality 
and at other times will not be as good. It 
could depend on whether they are feeling 
wonderful and happy or upset and moody at 
that particular time. When our children do 
not do their best, they deny themselves the 
opportunity to be who they are. 
 
So, how can we support our children to do 
their best? Most children become what 
adults tell them they can become. Children 
take words to heart, especially words from 
the adults they love. They want and need to 
believe what their parents say about them. 
Through our speech and behaviour towards 
our children, we communicate to them the 
boundaries of their potential. 
 
Sometimes, children will need feedback 
from their parents that might be negative in 
nature. However, we need to take care that 
the manner in which we give the feedback is 
not counterproductive. If our children do 
not think well of themselves it is extremely 
difficult for them to change their 
behaviour. When we do give feedback, we 
need to focus on the behaviour not on our 
child’s general worth as a person. 
 
To help children to do their best we need to 
show a genuine interest in them and let 
them know how much we care about them. 
We need to acknowledge what’s important 
to them and provide affirmation for who 
they are and what they are doing. 
 
We need, on occasion, to say “well done”, for  
 

nothing worth doing is ever easy; worthwhile 
things always take time and effort. When 
the need arises, we might offer to lend a 
hand. If our children see that we are willing 
to commit our time and energy to their 
interests, they will be more committed to 
seeing things through and be less likely to 
give up on themselves. 
 
I would like to thank all the staff that have 
once again encouraged and supported every 
student throughout the first semester of 
this school year.  
 
Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on 
Wednesday 24th June 2015. It is compulsory 
to attend these interviews. They will be       
20-minute interviews where your 
son/daughter will lead the interview and 
discuss their learning that has taken place 
this semester. I look forward to meeting the 
many families that will attend throughout 
the day. 
 

“Lord, we invite you to walk with us as 
we journey with our children.  

Help our guidance to be reflective of 
you so that it is loving, compassionate 

and honest.  
Amen.” 

 
Enjoy a wonderful holiday. 
 
Peter Regan 
Assistant Principal 

Can you help in the Canteen? 
Please contact Mrs Diane Clifton on 

8882 0709 to organise a time. 



 

 

From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator,   
                                                                   Mr Laurence De Martin

With Year 10 students having recently attended an information evening at Loyola Senior High School, it is timely 
to provide them with some advice on their subject selections for Years 11 & 12. Students will soon need to 
choose the subjects that they would like to study for their final two years of schooling. Although there are 
many pathways to tertiary study, choosing the right courses at school can make it easier to enter and succeed at 
a tertiary study.  
 

Students should choose subjects that emphasise their strengths and interests. If students choose subjects 
they are good at, interested in, and will use in the future, they are more likely to achieve better results in the 
Higher School Certificate. Even if at this stage students do not think a university career is on the cards it is 
important for students to give themselves as many future options as possible. Today's Year 10 students will 
quite possibly have several careers over their working lives, including job descriptions that may not even exist 
yet.  
 

Below is some information that will be valuable for students who wish to obtain either an Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR) or who want to go to the Trade Training Centre at Loyola.  
 

What is an ATAR? An ATAR is a number between 0 and 99.95 with increments of 0.05 that is calculated by the 
University Admission Centre (UAC) and helps universities rank applicants for selection. Each student is ranked 
by overall academic achievement in the HSC in relation to that of other students. A ranking is calculated on 
scaled marks that include two units of English and the next best eight units from the remaining courses. 
 

Subject Selection at a Glance In terms of the actual subject selection process, students will be asked to 
choose from a combination of required subjects and levels which meet unit requirements for the HSC. Students 
will be able to select a mixture of subjects from the two types of courses – board developed and board 
endorsed. Both can count toward the HSC, but only board developed courses are considered by the UAC when 
calculating an ATAR.  
 

An eligible subject selection for both the HSC and ATAR must include the required number of units of 
mandatory board developed courses (most are worth two units each) and the following combination in both Year 
11 and 12:  

• Two units of English  
• Six units of board developed courses (with three courses of a minimum of two units each)  
• Courses are chosen from across four subjects.  

To achieve a HSC, students will need to complete at least 12 units in Year 11 and at least 10 units in Year 12. The 
HSC is made up of two kinds of marks: school-based assessment, based on the assessment of tasks and tests, 
and the examination mark, based on the HSC examination.  
 

Trade Training Centre @ Loyola  
This is available to all Year 11 students and offers them the opportunity to:  

• attain the Higher School Certificate which will enhance career options in the future. 
• undertake industry training and the opportunity for paid work with a workplace mentor.  
• learn with greater flexibility and relevance with a timetable that consists of work, trade training and 

HSC study.  
• develop essential employability skills and achieve outcomes towards a Certificate III, nationally 

recognised qualification and complete the equivalent of a first year apprenticeship in:  
§ Hairdressing  
§ Children's Services  
§ Childcare Hospitality  
§ Commercial Cookery  
§ Electrotechnology  
§ Automotive – Light Vehicle Servicing  
§ Carpentry  
§ Brick and Block Laying  
§ Shopfitting  
§ Telecommunications  
§ Engineering – Metal Fabrication 



 

 

Notre Dame Folk Choir Performance and Workshop 
 

 
 
 

On Friday the 29th May 2015, I had the pleasure to accompany six students on a 'Day with the Notre Dame Folk 
Choir' in Parramatta Cathedral with both Primary and Secondary schools in the diocese.  
 

The Notre Dame Folk choir is a world-renowned folk choir founded by its director, Steven C Warner. Students 
where treated to a concert performed by the choir of sixty vocalists and instrumentalists with influences from 
Ireland, Russia, Asia and Africa. 
 

Afterwards, the students attended various workshops conducted by the choir where they learnt about new 
liturgical music in a variety of styles, the power of singing in liturgy and how music can express and inspire young 
people's faith. 
 

Our students left motivated to share what they learnt with the rest of the choir and band as we look forward to 
many more liturgies in our school community. 
 
Harry Sadsad 
Religious Education Teacher 

I hope all of the above information is beneficial to both students and their parents when making subject choices 
for Years 11 & 12. I am glad to answer any questions parents or students may have and am contactable at school on 
8882 0713 if you wish to discuss these matters further.  
 
Laurence De Martin  
Teaching & Learning Coordinator 

Justine Mallouk, Year 7 and Dana Mallouk, Year 9 competed at the 
ISKA Sydney City Open at the Whitlam Centre, Liverpool on           
31st May 2015. 

Both Justin and Dana had a successful tournament, Dana achieving 
1st place in the Sumo Wrestling, 2nd in Point Sparring and 3rd in 
Continuous Sparring and Justin achieving 1st place in Extreme Forms. 
Congratulations Dana and Justin. 

Sporting Achievement 



 

 

 

From the Religious Education Coordinator,  
                                                               Ms Julie Atkins 

IGNITE CONFERENCE 
2015 

 
                   ‘ONE’ 

24-27 September 2015 
Mueller Performing Arts Centre, 

Rothwell (Redcliffe, Brisbane) 
 

The Ignite Conference is a 
national contemporary Catholic 

youth conference held annually in 
Brisbane for adults, high 
schoolers and children. 

The conference includes live 
bands and some of Australia's 

leading Catholic speakers, with 
sessions on topics such as 

leadership, justice, creative arts, 
mission, culture and prayer. 
Keynote speakers this year 

Include: 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge, 

Bishop Peter Comensoli, 
Steve Allgeyer and 

Stephen Lenahan (Life Teen, 
USA), Sr Anastasia Reeves OP, 

Fr Bony Abraham MGL, 
Patrick Keady (NET Ministries), 
And many more, plus music led 

by Emmauelworship. 
 

Information for St Agnes students 
wanting to attend is available 

from Ms Atkins. 
Full information including videos 

online at 
www.igniteconference.com.au. 

This week Pope Francis will release his encyclical on the environment titled "Laudato Si" 
(Praised Be You).  The title comes from a hymn of praise “The Canticle of the Creatures” by 
St. Francis of Assisi that emphasises being in harmony with God, with other creatures and 
with other human beings. 
An article appeared in The Catholic News Service (June 12, 2015) talking of Pope Francis’ 
latest encyclical, some of which I have included here: 
 
Sitting under towering trees, surrounded by potted flowers and herbs in the garden of the 
Franciscan headquarters in Rome, U.S. Father Michael Perry, minister general of the Order 
of Friars Minor, sang the medieval Italian words "laudato si'" (praised be you) and recited the 
English translation of St. Francis' "Canticle of the Creatures." 
 
The hymn praises God and the reflection of God's glory in "Brother Sun" and "Sister Moon," 
"Brother Fire" and "Sister Water," and "our sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs 
us, and who produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs." 
 
The canticle is incomplete, though, without St. Francis' praise of human beings "who give 
pardon," bear infirmity and live in peace, Father Perry told Catholic News Service June 12. 
Also essential is St. Francis' embrace of "Sister Bodily Death" as the portal to eternal life. 
 
As airplanes flew overhead, birds chirped, butterflies flitted around the garden and the 
occasional ambulance siren sounded, the Franciscan minister general said St. Francis of 
Assisi, over the course of his life, came to recognize that "God was present everywhere and 
in everything." 
 
Once a person recognizes the "divine dignity" of every created being, Father Perry said, he or 
she recognizes a responsibility to "give glory to God by respecting and caring and promoting a 
sense of 'being in this together,' that life is one and each of us brings a special contribution." 
 
The interconnectedness of all creatures should help people to recognize that when they 
hoard riches and resources, they are harming their own brothers and sisters, especially the 
poor, he explained. 
 
St. Francis' canticle "is not just a flowery song about how we should live with nature. It is 
challenging us to revise our entire way of living our lives" in accordance with Gospel values, he 
said. "If someone is starving somewhere in the world, we are responsible." 
 
The canticle is a call for people to recognize that they are sons and daughters of God and 
brothers and sisters to one another, he said, "part of one family that embraces all creation: 
trees, sun, rivers, wind, fire -- all of these because they all give glory to God." 
 
While St. Francis' praise of Brother Sun and Sister Moon has been romanticized in many 
ways, Father Perry said, the obligations it carries are very realistic and concrete: to defend 
human dignity, especially the dignity of the poor; to promote dialogue and reconciliation to 
end war; to safeguard the earth and all living creatures; and to learn to live with just what 
one needs, not all that one wants. 
 
Speaking before the scheduled release June 18 of the encyclical, Father Perry said the title 
signals Pope Francis' belief that the entire church and all its members must be in solidarity 
with the poor, "must be about peace" and must respect the planet. 
 
By praising nature's harmony with God, St. Francis' canticle helps people understand what 
kinds of relationships they must have in order to live in peace and to give glory to God, he 
said. Stories about St. Francis, such as the one about him taming a wolf who was attacking 
the people of Gubbio, could really be stories about how "the population was really terrorising 



 

 

itself" with family feuds, neighbors fighting and towns battling each other for control of territory and wealth, the 
Franciscan said.   
 

As with the people of 13th-century Gubbio, so today with climate change and drought and more violent storms, Father Perry 
said, "nature is barking, nature is chasing after us, telling us we have got to wake up. It's disturbing us; it is not disturbing in 
order to threaten our lives. It is telling us we are already a threat to ourselves. We're a threat to the world. Nature is 
telling us, 'Step back from the brink before it's too late.'"  

  

In the work of St. John Paul II, retired Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis, he said, the Catholic Church presents a vision 
of "human ecology, social ecology and the natural ecology." 
 

Focusing on just one, Father Perry said, "can lead us to misrepresent what God wants." 
  

While the Judeo-Christian tradition says God chose to have a special relationship with human beings, it does not mean human 
beings have a right to exploit and abuse other creatures or the natural environment, he said. "What happens in exploitation 
without limitation is that not only is nature stripped of its dignity, which God gave it -- we cannot deny that -- but we are 
progressively stripped of our own dignity" as those called to care for creation, he said.  
 

"What happens in exploitation without limitation is that not only is nature stripped of its dignity, which God gave it -- we 
cannot deny that -- but we are progressively stripped of our own dignity" as those called to care for creation, he said. 
 

Father Perry said he expects Pope Francis to use his encyclical to promote an "integral ecology," which urges respect for the 
human person and God's plan for human life, for just social relationships and for care of the natural world.  
 

The point is not "to shame" those who are destroying the earth or to disagree with the majority of scientists who say global 
warming is real and is a threat, Father Perry said. Rather, like St. Francis in warring Italian towns or in the midst of the 
Crusades, "Pope Francis is trying to be the bearer of that white flag" to promote dialogue and help everyone reclaim their 
dignity as God's children called to care for creation.    
 

Father Perry urged not just reading the encyclical but studying it with attention to what it is saying about the future of the 
planet, about Christian discipleship and about ways they can make a difference.  
 

This certainly sets a challenge for the global community to show dignity for all, and to the respect that we show for all of 
God’s creation. For our Franciscan school here at St Agnes, we hope that we are able to live up to St Francis of Assisi’s vision 
and meet the obligations that he sets for all in the Canticle of the Creatures.  
 

Canticle of Brother Sun and Sister Moon of St. Francis of Assisi 
Most High, all-powerful, all-good Lord, All praise is Yours, all glory, all honour and all blessings.   

To you alone, Most High, do they belong, and no mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your Name.   
Praised be You my Lord with all Your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun,  

Who is the day through whom You give us light.  
And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour,  

Of You Most High, he bears the likeness.   
 
 

Praised be You, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,  
In the heavens you have made them bright, precious and fair.  

 Praised be You, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air,  
And fair and stormy, all weather's moods,  

by which You cherish all that You have made.   
 

Praised be You my Lord through Sister Water,  
So useful, humble, precious and pure.   

Praised be You my Lord through Brother Fire,  
through whom You light the night and he is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.   

 
Praised be You my Lord through our Sister,  
Mother Earth who sustains and governs us,  

producing varied fruits with coloured flowers and herbs.  
Praise be You my Lord through those who grant pardon for love of You and bear sickness and trial.   

 
Blessed are those who endure in peace, By You Most High, they will be crowned.  

 Praised be You, my Lord through Sister Death,  
from whom no-one living can escape. Woe to those who die in mortal sin!  

Blessed are they She finds doing Your Will. 
 

No second death can do them harm. Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks,  
And serve Him with great humility.  



 

 

On Friday 29th May, 2015 I had the pleasure of taking 37 Elective Music students from 
Years Nine and Ten to the Angel Place Recital Hall in Sydney to see a lunchtime concert 
performed by the Sydney Symphony Orchestra.  
 

The concert was a great opportunity for our students to experience live classical music 
and ties in with their current topic of study in class. We all had a great day and many 
interesting questions were asked by students and answered by members of the 
orchestra.  
 

Several members of the public commented on how well behaved our students were 
during the train journey from Rooty Hill to Wynyard, which is a great compliment to 
our students. 
 

 “The excursion to the Sydney Symphony Orchestra was both educational and 
enthralling. It was a great opportunity to learn about the orchestra and the wonderful 
sounds produced by the string, woodwind, brass and percussion sections. By viewing 
instruments of the orchestra being played by professionals from a close proximity, we 
discovered the beauty and complexity of classical music. From jamming during the train 
trip to listening to the lively tunes of fanfares and musical pieces from the violin, 
clarinet, trumpet, timpani, and many other instruments, we were engulfed in the music 
of the present, past and most importantly, the music of the classical era.” 
Gabbie Oca  
 
Mr Weaver  
Music Teacher 

 

Sydney Symphony Orchestra Excursion 

On Saturday 6th June, 2015 the St Agnes Dance Crew competed in a Hip Hop Dance 
Competition at the Homebush State Sports Centre. Students had been preparing and 
practising their moves since the beginning of the year in preparation for this 
performance. As part of the 'Bring it On' competition, teams had to perform a 5 
minute (maximum) Hip Hop dance and were judged on the originality of the music, 
their costumes & presentation, the difficulty of their choreography, their 
synchronisation, the X factor and creativity of the performance. The competition 
was a 2 heat event with 9 teams in each heat. The judges chose 3 teams, and the 
audience chose 3 teams as 'wild cards', to progress to the grand finals. St Agnes’ 
team consisted of 27 dancers, led by Miss Ibrahim, and were chosen by the audience 
to compete in the grand finals on the 1st August 2015. The girls were proud to 
represent St Agnes at this event and are very excited to prepare for the grand final 
event. Watch their journey on our YouTube channel. 
 

‘Bring It On’ Success 



 

 

St Agnes has been directed by the Catholic Education Diocese of Parramatta to make changes to the way it manages 
iPad and other devices. This is known as AirWatch. This document outlines the purpose of AirWatch and how it will 
affect you and your child.  
 

The old self service system known as Casper has been migrated to the new AirWatch system this week. This is in 
conjunction with the Catholic Education Office, Parramatta. The old system had a range of issues, most of which had 
to do with the way the device connected to the network and how Apps were managed on each device. The new 
AirWatch system is designed to rectify these issues.  
 

Things to know about AirWatch and St Agnes:  
· Managing the device, Apps and eBooks - We are only able to see what Apps are installed and what system settings 

are turned on. We can’t uninstall Apps or see what you’re doing with or within an App, which includes banking or 
browsing the web.  

· From time to time, your child will be prompted to install Apps. These are usually from class teachers or as part of 
a whole-school approach.  

· Managing Settings - We can turn things off, such as the camera or location services. We cannot turn them on, and 
if a user doesn’t want location setting turned on, for instance, turning off the settings means we can’t turn it 
back on.  

· Location setting on the device - If location services are turned on, we will be able to locate the device more easily 
and lock it if it is misplaced or stolen. (This is done in consultation with the family). We will not be able to do this 
if location service is turned off.  

· The new AirWatch will improve your child's device experience and will not change the way your child learns, or 
impact on their privacy.  

 

As always, we are committed to your privacy and security. We cannot screen-dump, access cameras remotely, 
interfere with or alter the iPad in any way that is detrimental to its use, where that use does not impact the 
security of our networks or systems. For example, we maintain the right to block Apps from functioning on our 
network if it poses a security threat or if the App is deemed inappropriate within an educational environment. This 
does not, however, alter the iPad, only the connectivity for that App on our system. It is worth noting that 
Jailbroken devices or devices that have banned Apps, eg. Kik, and vShare, are blocked, without negotiation. They 
pose a significant threat to system security and cannot be used on any CEO Network.  
 

All students have the access to use an iPad as a learning tool. Please help us to ensure that your son/daughter uses 
this technology for learning appropriately.  
 

For further information or questions, please contact me on 8882 0700.  
 

Usman Khan 
Information Technology Coordinator 

iPad Changes for Students 

On 4th July 2015 during our Child Studies lesson we 
were learning about changing a baby's nappy. Miss 
Moxham was demonstrating how to do this on one of 
the 4 robotic babies when Mr Regan walked into our 
class. He showed interest in what we were learning 
about. As Mr Regan has three daughters of his own we 
asked him if he would demonstrate to us how to change 
the babies nappy. He was happy to show us his fine 
skills but the class could not stop laughing because of 
the close detail he used. Miss Moxham took these 
pictures to show the great learning experience we had 
in our Child Studies class. 

Child Studies lesson from the Assistant Principal 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Social media has 
proven more than a 
trend, social media 
matters. 
 

A college admissions 
director or a 
potential employer 
may never see your 
social behavior 
offline if you don't 
implement 
responsibility and 
respect in your 
online social media 
behavior. 
 

In 2014, Career Builders released a survey 
that revealed 51 percent of job applicants 
were not hired due to their social media 
behavior. This survey also found that the 
percentage of employer's eliminating 
applicants because of their social media 
behavior continues to climb; in 2013 it was 43 
percent up from 34 percent in 2012. During a 
recent episode of ABC’s Shark Tan, fashion 
mogul and entrepreneur Davmond John said 
that his companies' Google every applicant 
they consider for hiring. 
 

Many teenagers are aware that a Tweet or 
Facebook post can actually cost them a college 
scholarship or admission, however do they 
understand that it can be more than a simple 
post? It can be how you interact and engage 
with others online that matter too. 
 

Another cliché that has come full circle, 'you 
don't get a second chance to make a first 
impression.'  
Today your first impression is likely to be 
what a search engine has to say about you. 
 

So we can agree that social media behavior 
matters, now what can you do to improve your 
social media behavior? 

1. Keep private and personal matters offline. 
Use private messages and never engage 
in heated arguments online. No one ends 
up winning. 

2. Be mindful of what you post on your site 
and other's sites. The cliché, think 
before you post, never gets old. 

3. Keep your tone in check. Never use all 
caps. Digitally speaking, typing in all caps 
relates to yelling or screaming. 

Why Social Media Behaviour Matters   
                                                             By Sue Scheff, Founder, Parents' Universal Resource Experts, Inc 

4. De-clutter your friends. Especially if 
they are continuously adding 
questionable content or comments 
to your sites. 

5. Interact with empathy and respect. 
No matter where you are online, 
(blogging, chat rooms, forums, etc) 
be sure your keystrokes are 
engaging with respect towards 
others. 

6. Sign-off. If you are having a bad 
day, don't be afraid to unplug from 
all devices and social media for 24-
hours before you post something 
you may regret. 

7. Don't Overshare. Privacy has become 
a priceless commodity online today. 
Don't assume your texts, tweets 
and posts can't be forwarded, 
copied and pasted- all before you 
get a chance to 'delete' a digital 
mistake. 

 

Another cliché that has come full circle, 
'you don't get a second chance to make a 
first impression.’ Today your first 
impression is likely to be what a search 
engine has to say about you- your digital 
reputation, your online social behavior. A 
search engine can likely dictate that 
first impression for your college and your 
next job. That is the importance of your 
social media behavior. 
 

Treat others as we want to be treated is 
what most our parents have taught us. 
What we need to remember is this is 
equally important online. Kindness is 
always a priority in all that we do - 
offline and online. 



 

 

3rd Annual Faith in Marriage Conference: 23 August 
This year’s conference has the theme: Marriage – A Culture of Love & Life. 
Incorporating the Ray Reid Memorial Lecture about the blessing and graces of 
marriage. This conference is aimed at married couples, engaged couples and individuals 
interested in marriage. Speakers include the Diocesan Administrator, Very Rev Fr 
Peter G Williams, Jonathan Doyle and Lara & Tim Kirk. Mass will be celebrated at noon. 
Brought to you by CatholicCare Social Services and Australian Catholic University. 
From 9am-3pm at Edith Angel Hall, Our Lady of Mercy College, Ross St, Parramatta. 
Cost: $25 per person ($50 per couple) includes lunch, morning & afternoon tea. On-site 
child minding for participants available for $30 per family must be booked prior to the 
conference. Registration: CatholicCare Parramatta (02) 9933 0222, 
marriage@ccss.org.au Join us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CCSSParramatta  
 

Vocation Discernment Afternoon: 28 June 

All young men who feel God might be calling them to the priesthood are invited to the 
Catholic Diocese of Parramatta’s Vocation Discernment Afternoon. The afternoon 
starts at 2pm and concludes with a shared meal at 6pm. Holy Spirit Seminary is at 31-
33 Allen Street, Harris Park. To find out more about priesthood in the Diocese of 
Parramatta contact the Director of Priestly Vocations, Fr Warren Edwards, tel 0409 
172 700 or send an email to: vocations@parra.catholic.org.au 
 

Vinnies Winter Doorknock Appeal: 22-23 and 29-30 August 

Can you spare a few hours of your time to be a volunteer collector for the Vinnies 
Winter Doorknock Appeal in the Diocese of Parramatta? Funds raised will support 
much-needed services including the Caroline Chisholm Centre for Social Justice in Mt 
Druiit. To find out more please contact Alison Bryett, Doorknock Coordinator, tel (02) 
8861 9700, alison.bryett@vinnies.org.au 

From the Bishops Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reciprocal Reading 

Thank you to the families who have finalised their school fees for Term 2. Thank you 
also to the families who have continued with their Flexible Payment Plan arrangements. 
 

Please be advised that unless alternative arrangements have been made with the 
Principal, or the Business Manager, fees are payable in accordance with the Diocesan 
School Fees Policy which states “all fees are due and payable within 30 days of the date 
the school account statement is issued.” 
 

If you are having difficulties with the payment of your school fees, I encourage you to 
contact me on 8882 0702 or stagnes@parra.catholic.edu.au to discuss payment options.  
 

The Catholic Education Office is committed to supporting families experiencing genuine 
financial hardship. Please be assured of complete confidentiality when discussing 
financial issues. 
 

The school fee collection process has commenced on overdue accounts that have not 
been addressed as above. 
 

School fees can be paid by Bpay, Postbillpay, Direct Debit, cash, EFTPOS Credit Card 
or cheque. 
 
Kelly Pickett 
Business Manager 

School Fees Assistance 



 

 

Airport & Cruise Transfers

Contact Tony Saba 0404 390 620

www.fivestarshuttles.com
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St Aidan’s Pr imary 

1-5 Adelaide Street 

Rooty Hill 

Ph:   02 9625 3181 
Fax: 02 9625 5612 

  

  

Sacred Heart Pr imary 

23 Nelson Street 

Mt Druitt South 

Ph:   02 9625  8733 

Fax: 02 9832 2258 

  

  

Holy Family Primary 

Weber Crescent 

Emerton 

Ph:   02 9628 9232 

Fax: 02 9628 9589 

  

  

St  John Vianney’s 
Pr imary 

17 Cameron Street 

Doonside 

Ph:   02 9831 1817 

Fax: 02 9831 6430 
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community  
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together 

  

    

 

Budding filmmakers - create a short film 
around the theme “DIVERSITY”. The 
competition is open for young people aged 
8 – 18 years old. Individuals, groups and 
school group entries are welcome and 
many of the films will be shown on the big 
screen during the Indie Gems Film 
Festival at Riverside Theatres in 
September. 
There are some awesome prizes up for 
grabs including cash and digital cameras. 
So start workshopping ideas and 
auditioning your friends and family for 
cameo roles. Registration closes 24 July. 
 
Click here for more information.  



 

 

    
  
  

 

OUR PARISHES 
  
St Aidan’s  

9 Adelaide Street 

Rooty Hill 

Ph:   02 9625  8404 

  

  

Sacred Heart  

23 Nelson Street 

Mt Druitt South 

Ph:   02 9625  8847 

  

  

Holy Family  

254 Luxford Road 

Emerton 

Ph:   02 9628  7272 

  
  

St John Vianney’s  

17 Cameron Street 

Doonside 

Ph:   02 9622  3426 

  

CALLIN
G ALL P

HOTOGRAPHERS!

HIGH SCHOOL  
PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION

2015 THEME: FREEDOM
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         Younger Widowed   
     Bereavement Support Group 

                   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

VENUE:  CCSS Centre 51 – 59 Allawah St., Blacktown 
DATE:     3rd Tuesday of each Month (Feb –Dec) 
TIME:     7.00pm – 9.00pm 
COST:     $5.00  

         
 

CATHOLICCARE SOCIAL SERVICES 
Solo Parent Services 

 

Has your spouse or partner died 
and are you searching for someone 
who understands the enormity of 

your loss and the impact this is 
having on your life and your 

children? 
Do you long to connect with others 

who have experienced a similar 
loss? 

Are you unsure of how to assist 
your children through their grief?  

Would you like support as you deal 
with your changed circumstances? 

 

REGISTRATION 
Solo Parent Services 

PHONE: Eileen or Rita - PH: 9933 0205 
EMAIL: soloparentservices@ccss.org.au 

 




