
    

10 March 2017 
 

I CHOOSE LOVE 
No occasion justifies hatred; 

no injustice warrants bitterness. I choose love. 
Today I will love God and what God loves. 

 
I CHOOSE JOY 

I will invite my God to be the God of circumstance. 
I will refuse the temptation to be cynical ... 

the tool of the lazy thinker. I will refuse to see 
people as anything less than human beings, created by God. 

I will refuse to see any problem as anything less than 
an opportunity to see God. 

 
I CHOOSE PEACE 

I will live forgiven. I will forgive so that I may live. 
 

I CHOOSE PATIENCE 
I will overlook the inconveniences of the world. Instead of 

cursing the one who takes my place, I'll invite him to do so. 
Rather than complain that the wait is too long, 

I will thank God for a moment to pray. Instead of clenching my 
fist at new assignments, I will face them with joy and courage. 

 
I CHOOSE KINDNESS 

I will be kind to the poor, for they are alone. 
Kind to the rich, for they are afraid. And kind to the unkind. 

for such is how God has treated me. 
 

I CHOOSE GOODNESS 
I will go without a dollar before ·' 

I take a dishonest one. I will be overlooked before I will boast. 
I will confess before I will accuse. I choose goodness. 

 
I CHOOSE FAITHFULNESS . 
Today I will keep my promises. 

My debtors will not regret their trust. My associates will not 
question my word. My wife will not question my love. 

And my children will never fear that 
their father will not come home. 

 
I CHOOSE GENTLENESS 

Nothing is won by force. I choose to be gentle. 
If raise my voice, may it be only in praise. 
If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer. 

If make a demand, may it be only of myself. 
 

  
t o  t r u t h  t h r o u g h  l o v e  
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Diary Dates  
  
13-15 March         
Year 7 Camp 
 

21 March         
Harmony Day Concert 
 
22 March         
Athletics Carnival 
Blacktown Olympic Park 
 
27 March         
Yr 7 Vaccinations 
 
 
 

5 Apri l          
Cross Country 
 
7 Apri l          
Term 1 Concludes 
 
24 Apri l   
Staff Development Day 
 
 

 
God of seed, God of soil, 
God of water and all of 

creation, you provide us 
with all the essential 
elements. May we be 

open to the nourishment 
and nurturing you offer. 

 
 Grant us the openness 

to be guided by Your 
spirit so that as we hear 

the Word we can be 
planted and built up in 

the one Lord. 
Amen. 

 
St Agnes – Pray for us  
St Francis – Pray for us 
St Matthew – Pray for us  
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I CHOOSE SELF-CONTROL 
I am a spiritual being .... 

After this body is dead, my spirit will soar. 
I refuse to let what will rot rule the eternal. 

I choose self-control. I will be drunk only by joy. 
I will be impassioned only by my faith. 

I will be influenced only by God. 
I will be taught only by Christ. 

I choose self-control. 
 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, . gentleness, and self-control. 

To these I commit my day. . 
If I succeed, I will give thanks. 

If I fail, I will seek his grace. 
And then, when this day is done, 
I will place my head on my pillow 

and rest. 
MAX LU CADO 

When God Whispers Your Name 
 
Attendance 
During the first few months of this term we have continually addressed the issue of 
attendance at school and its impact on your child's learning. 
 
Attendance at school is important as it reflects standards, which prepare us for our future. 
In order to encourage this aspect of our learning journey, students will receive a 
certificate and voucher from the canteen for those who have an attendance rate greater 
than 90% for the Term. 
 
Realising this notice is being given in Week 6 we will make the assumption that not all 
students are commencing on zero absences for Term one. This means that currently all 
students have the opportunity to receive the award for Term one. Next term we will 
commence the award from Week 1. 
 
In doing this we are encouraging all students to think about their attendance record and 
share their good habits. Parents, please support this endeavour as working together we 
can change behaviours. 
 
Below are some statistics from the office regarding absenteeism. 

• 2 days a month absence = 4 weeks a year = 1 year of learning in 12 years 
• 1 in 4 secondary students are not attending school regularly 
• Its never too late to improve attendance 

o Going to school more often can make a difference 
o Attendance habits will follow your child into work and life 

• Each day missed 
o puts your child behind and makes it harder for them to catch up 
o can lead to lower achievement in reading, writing and numeracy 
o can lead to gaps in learning and social connections. 

 
Parents can help their child’s attendance by 

• Being firm. Send your child to school every day unless they are sick 
• Develop good sleep and morning routines 
• Schedule appointments for after school 
• Avoid taking holidays during school terms. 

 
Please contact your child’s Stage Coordinator if you are having attendance issues with 
your child. 
 
 

Peter Brogan 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 
 



 

 

From the Assistant Principal 
KIDS WANT PARENTS TO OBEY THESE 7 TECHNOLOGY RULES 
· Put your phone away when I’m talking to you.  
· Don’t text while you’re driving—not even at red lights.  
· Stop posting photos of me without my permission.  

 
Think these are rules parents have for their children? Think again. They’re some of the rules for Internet and 
phone use that, given the chance; children would set for their parents. 
 
For a new study researchers surveyed 249 families with children between the ages of 10 and 17 and asked about 
their household’s most important technology rules and expectations, as well as, what made those rules easier or 
harder to follow. The researchers say the study is among the first to explore children’s expectations for parents’ 
technology use. 
 
In addition to revealing young people’s feelings about fairness and “over-sharing” it also sheds light on the most 
effective types of technology rules and families’ most common approaches. 
 
PARENTS: PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH 
Managing children’s technology use was once much easier for parents. They switched off the television when a 
show was over or kept an eye on kids as they used the family computer. But now that so many family members 
have phones with them at all times, it’s become harder and harder to set those boundaries. 
 
When researchers asked children what technology rules they wished their parents would follow—an uncommon 
line of inquiry—they came up with seven general rules: 
1. Be present. Children felt there should be no technology at all in certain situations, such as when a child is 
trying to talk to a parent. 
2. Give autonomy. Kids believed parents should let children make their own decisions about technology use, 
without interference. 
3. Moderate use. Parents should use technology in moderation and in balance with other activities. 
4. Superv ise chi ldren. Parents should establish and enforce technology-related rules for children’s own 
protection. 
5. Don’t use while driving. Parents should not text while driving or sitting at a light. 
6. No hypocrisy. Parents should practice what they preach, such as staying off the internet at mealtimes. 
7. Stop over-sharing.  Parents shouldn’t share information online about their children without explicit 
permission. 
 
The study shows twice as many children, as parents, expressed concerns about family members over-sharing 
personal information about them on Facebook and other social media without permission. It also examined which 
types of household rules were more or less difficult to enforce. Families reported that rules prohibiting certain 
technology or social media uses entirely were easier to follow and enforce than rules aiming to prevent technology 
use only in certain situations. 
 
So an outright ban on Snapchat or a particular video game was more effective than, say, forbidding phone use 
during church or texting with friends after a certain time in the evening. 
 
The most common expectation cited by children revolved around “being present” in certain social settings, such 
as, when a family member was talking or during meals or when they were involved in certain activities. Parents, 
on the other hand, tended to prioritize privacy rules to prevent children from putting themselves at risk by 
disclosing personal information online. 
 
While parents tended not to be concerned about different rules for parents and 
children, many kids saw that as hypocritical. Children also found it easier to 
follow household technology rules when families had developed them 
collectively and when parents lived by them as well.  
 
The research suggests that if parents find that a particular app or social media 
site is too difficult for their kids to disengage from, the simpler solution is to 
make it off-limits. 
 
Ken Wolffe 
 
 



 

 

From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 
Assessment 

All students should now have downloaded their respective assessment handbooks from Moodle. I thoroughly 
recommend that students and their parents sit down with this booklet, once per term, and look at the due dates 
that will need to be met in that Term. It is a proven fact that most children need to be explicitly taught to be 
organised, and whilst the school makes every effort to do this, parents can also play a pivotal role in assisting 
their children to acquire an organised approach. 

 

Stage 5 Elective Changes Closed 

During Week 3 of this Term there were quite a lot of Year 9 and 10 students approach me to make changes to 
the their Electives. As in most schools, any period of changes must be restricted as the early work completed in 
classrooms during the Term is vital for the first assessment task and if students were to change at too late a 
stage, they would not be able to attempt the first task. Year 9 and 10 students have been reminded repeatedly of 
the deadline. Thank you to a great many students who consulted carefully and made the appropriate changes 
within the required timeframe. Any further changes are now no longer possible. 

 
Laurence De Martin 

From the Acting Religious Education Coordinator 
Ash Wednesday 
On Wednesday, 1 March 2017, the St Agnes community 
came together to mark a significant event in the church’s 
calendar, Ash Wednesday.   
 
Ash Wednesday derives its name from the practice of 
blessing ashes made from palm branches blessed on 
the previous year’s Palm Sunday, and placing them on 
the heads of participants to accompany the words 
“Repent, and believe in the Gospel” or “Remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you shall return”.  
 
Ash Wednesday is the official beginning of Lent, a time 
to repent, to pray and for almsgiving to those who are 
marginalized, the poor, and the disadvantaged.  
 
The St Agnes community all adorned the ashes as a 
commitment to 40 days of repentance and reflection. 
 

“Franciscan of the Fortnight” Award. 
 
Year 7: Jianna Castro (7.1) 

Jianna is a very enthusiastic student. Always on 
task, always ready to help her classmates.  Jianna 
has shown strong commitment and dedication to her 
classwork and overall life at St Agnes. She has lead 
and known the year 7 prayer by heart since the first 
Tuesday week one, showing true evidence of a 
strong prayer life.  Congratulations Jianna. 

 

Year 8: Chrystal Aquil izan (8.1) 

Chrystal is a kind and friendly personality where 
through her relationships with peers, she is always 
polite and strives to assist those who need it. 
Chrystal has shown true dedication to both studies 
and the spiritual life of St Agnes by going out of her 
way to achieve the best. Well Done Chrystal. 

 

Year 9: Vanie Barcelon  (9.1) 

Vanie has embodied true Franciscan spirituality 
through her studies and peer relationships at St 
Agnes. Vanie’s dedication to peers and staff is to be 
commended, and her service to the community is 
especially evident in her work in homeroom as well 
as throughout the St Agnes community. 
Congratulations Vanie. 

 

Year 10: Skye Fernando (10.3) 

Skye is to be congratulated for her consistent 
dedication and service to St Agnes. Skye has shown 
true leadership through her position of a portfolio 
leader and has shown positive relationships towards 
peers in Homeroom and she is also genuinely happy 
for them in their successes. Congratulations Skye. 



 

 

 
Lenten Reflection- Week 1. 

"I assure you, as often as you did it for one of my least brothers, 
 you did it for me." (Matthew 25:40) 

 

Reflection 
It is not enough for us to say: "I love God," but I also have to love my neighbour. 
St John says that you are a liar if you say you love God and you don't love your neighbour. How can you 
love God whom you do not see, if you do not love your neighbour whom you see, whom you touch, with 
whom you live? And so it is very important for us to realize that love, to be true, has to hurt.  
 
I must be willing to give whatever it takes not to harm other people and, in fact, to do good to them. This 
requires that I be willing to give until it hurts. Otherwise, there is not true love in me and I bring injustice, not 
peace, to those around me. It hurt Jesus to love us.  
 
We have been created in His image for greater things, to love and to be loved. We must "put on Christ" as 
Scripture tells us. And so, we have been created to love as He loves us. Jesus makes Himself the hungry 
one, the naked one, the homeless one, the unwanted one, and He says, "You did it to Me." On the last day 
He will say to those on His right, "whatever you did to the least of these, you did to Me, and He will also say 
to those on His left, whatever you neglected to do for the least of these, you neglected to do it for Me." 
 
When He was dying on the Cross, Jesus said, "I thirst." Jesus is thirsting for our love, and this is the thirst of 
everyone, poor and rich alike. We all thirst for the love of others that they go out of their way to avoid 
harming us and to do good to us. This is the meaning of true love, to give until it hurts 

 
Lenten Action 
Give a Donation to Charity 
 
Prayer 

Healer of body and soul, cure the sickness in my spirit 
 so that I may grow in holiness through your constant care.  

Amen 
 
OzHarvest lends i ts hand to embrace the St Agnes Breakfast Club 
 
OzHarvest is an organisation that redistributes unused food to community groups most in need.  
 
Mrs Tomich contacted the organisation 
in the hopes that they could assist us in 
feeding our students breakfast four days 
a week. All  food is donated to help with 
the demand to keep our students minds 
and bodies healthy and functioning 
throughout the day.  
 
OzHarvest, generously donated fruit, 
salad bowls, sandwiches, wraps, 
cereals, muffins and water for the 
students in our community.  
 
This practice of true service to those 
in need will continue each 
Wednesday, and we as a community 
are incredibly grateful to the 
dedication of Mrs Tomich for her 
initiative and to OzHarvest as an 
organisation, who live out St Mary of 
the Cross Mackillop’s vision of “never 
see a need without doing something 
about it”. 
 
Patrick Madigan 
 



 

 

On Saturday 4th March, myself with Mr Sadsad attended the Catholic 
Youth Parramatta LIFTED Breakfast with the Bishop event along with 200 
young people and clergy from the Parramatta Diocese.  
 
It was an eye opening experience as Bishop Vincent spoke about the 
current state of the Catholic Church. He began outlining that his role as 
Bishop of the Parramatta Diocese was to be the voice for the 
marginalised, those who are denied dignity and justice. As a community, 
we need to endeavour to be this same example outlined by Bishop 
Vincent.  
 
Bishop Vincent continued to outline that our Catholic Church needs to 
return to the core values that Jesus taught us. The church that Jesus 

stood for was one for the poor, the voiceless and the powerless. The Church must revert to being that presence 
of hope and care, the voice that defends and lifts the voiceless, just as Jesus taught us. As Jesus ate with the 
tax- collectors, and Pope Francis entertained the homeless, all those on the fringes of society were tended to 
and the Church was their beacon of light.  
 
In our current climate, the Catholic Church in Australia is in a state turmoil. Bishop Vincent however, takes the 
events occurring with the Royal Commission as a catalyst for renewal. We, as a community, need to have the 
courage to bring the Church back to its original intentions as outlined by Jesus Christ. Just as St Francis was 
called upon by God in a dream to fix the church, we need to make certain we are looking at the core values of 
the Church to ensure they are in accordance with the people in our community that need a better future. 
 
As youth, we have an obligation to become an instrument of peace and a 
beacon of hope within our community. Bishop Vincent drew comparisons 
between our youth being the future of the church. Together, we are  

• The healing presence of Christ 
• The oasis of Hope 
• The lifting Spirit for others 

This time to grow in our discipleship is the ultimate measure of our dedication 
to be true to ourselves and be true to Jesus Christ.  
 
Our final activity of the morning was to discuss two core questions:  
 
How can we communicate the joy of the gospel and if we were the Bishop for a week, what would we do? 
Both questions forced the crowded room to think of the many ways in which the gospel could be shared 
amongst our youth. Mr Sadsad shared his thoughts with the group about bringing the gospel to our students in 
our schools to ensure they are able to make a direct connection with Jesus. The education and evangelisation 
of our students is a key aspect of our work as educators and not to be misplaced or forgotten.  
 
As we reflected on the Gospel last Sunday, before Jesus started his mission, he found himself wandering the 
desert and facing temptations by the Devil himself. With each offer made, Jesus would respond by declaring his 
full dependence on God.  
 
There is a proverb, which states, “Good habits are formed by resisting temptations.” Let us use this Lenten 
season to form those good habits; habits of sharing concern for our neighbour, especially the needy and the 
marginalised in our society and prayer. 
 
Catholic Youth Parramatta has events and community gatherings 
throughout the year.  A calendar of these events is on the next page. 
If your child wishes to participate in any event please see Mr Sadsad 
or Ms Valleri.  
 
God Bless.  
 
Mr Harry Sadsad and Ms Nikki Valleri 
Parramatta Catholic Youth Advocates  

LIFTED Breakfast with the Bishop 



 

 

Throughout this Lenten season St Agnes will be participating in Project Compassion with all proceeds 
forwarded to Caritas Australia, which supports emergency aid and grassroots programs in over 200 countries 
and territories. 
 
On Ash Wednesday we launched our fundraising initiative “HERO DAY.” Over the next 4 weeks, starting from 
week 7 to week 10, each year group, in their respective houses, will come up with a fundraising stall that is, 
one stall per house, and all proceeds will go to Caritas. The nominated day is every Friday, which will be our 
“Hero Day”. 
 
The HERO DAYS will be: 
Year 10: Friday 17 March 
Year 9: Friday 24 March 
Year 8: Friday 31 March 
Year 7: Friday 7 April 
 
Over the 4 weeks we will tally the money raised by each house 
per week and present it to the students.  We will award points 
for the amount of money raised ($1 raised=1 point towards 
Jamberoo). The house that raises the most money after 4 
weeks will receive bonus points. 
 
Thank you families of our community for your support over this 
Lenten season.  
 

Harry Sadsad and the Social Justice Leaders 

Project Compassion Hero Days 

(Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2017) 
 
Dear friends,  
Lent is the favourable season for renewing our 
encounter with Christ, living in his word, in the 
sacraments and in our neighbour…..  
 
May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of 
conversion, so that we can rediscover the gift of 
God’s word, be purified of the sin that blinds us, 
and serve Christ present in our brothers and 
sisters in need.  
 
I encourage all the faithful to express this 
spiritual renewal also by sharing in the Lenten 
Campaigns promoted by many Church 
organizations in different parts of the world, and 
thus to favour the culture of encounter in our one 
human family.  
 
Let us pray for one another so that, by sharing in 
the victory of Christ, we may open our doors to 
the weak and poor. Then we will be able to 
experience and share to the full the joy of 
Easter.  
 
Pope Francis 
 

Reflection 



 

 

As Year 7 begin to prepare for upcoming assessments and Camp at Morisset, let us take a look at their journey 
thus far. It has been a busy time presenting many opportunities for Year 7 to participate and embrace the caring 
and energetic community that is St Agnes Catholic High School. 
  
On their first day of high school, Year 7 participated in a welcoming 
liturgy that encouraged all students to be a STAR. We challenged 
Year 7 to ensure they are always doing the right thing by one another 
in continuously showing their STAR qualities to all they come across.  
 

S: Stay 
T: Thankful 
A: Assertive 
R: Respectful 

 
Year 7 Learning Advisors will be keeping an eye on the students in 
their homerooms that are demonstrating their STAR qualities and 
nominating them for a STAR SHOUT OUT Award. The STAR SHOUT 
OUT awards occurs on a fortnightly basis at grade assemblies. A big 
congratulation to the students who have already received a STAR 
SHOUT OUT this year! 
 

Our Opening School Mass on 10th February welcomed Year 7 into our school community. 
Their first experience of a St Agnes School Mass was led by Fr Pat who blessed our new 
students and their bibles that had been creatively decorated by the students themselves. Fr 
Pat encouraged all to walk in the footsteps of Christ, following his actions and spreading the 
good news. 
 

The Meet the Teacher evening on the 22nd February was a great success where many parents and guardians 
were able to meet their child’s Learning Advisors and teachers. An outline of the key values of the school, key 
roles of staff and assessment was shared with parents and guardians. 
 
The Swimming Carnival on the 24th February was an eye-opening event for many Year 7 students as they were 
able to see, and participate, in all the carnival had to offer. It was a great sight to see so many Year 7 students 
participating in swimming races, novelty games in the pool, volleyball and cheering for their respective houses.  
 
On the 1st March, Stage 4 celebrated Ash Wednesday in an intimate liturgy in the San Damiano Hall. The 
beginning of Lent begun on a positive note as students reflected on what they would sacrifice this Lenten season 
and how they would engage in the practice of giving to those less fortunate.  

 
The Social Justice Leaders, through HERO Day, introduced Project Compassion. 
HERO Day will provide Year 7, in their colour houses, an opportunity to establish 
a stall to raise funds for Project Compassion on Friday 7th April. The House who 
raises the most money will earn points for their respective House in order to get 
one step closer to Jamberoo at the end of the year.  

 
7.1 & 7.2: MACKILLOP 
7.3 & 7.4: XAVIER 
7.5 & 7.6: CHISHOLM 
7.7 & 7.8: FRANCIS 
 
With the second half of the term to go, Year 7 have many events coming up.  
Below is a list of key dates: 
 
UPCOMING IMPORTANT DATES FOR YEAR 7:  
WEEK 7→ 13th- 15th March: Year 7 Camp 
WEEK 8→ 22nd March: Athletics Carnival 
WEEK 9→ 27th March: Year 7 Vaccinations  
WEEK 10→ 7th April: Year 7 Project Compassion HERO Day 
 
Stay Thankful, Assertive and Respectful. 
God Bless. 
 
Ms Nikki Valleri 
Year 7 Assistant Stage Coordinator 
 

Year 7 Term 1 Update 



 

 

School Uniform Expectations 
A student’s sense of belonging and identity is aided by wearing a school uniform. Pride in the school is often 
demonstrated by the manner in which a student wears his/her school uniform. 
 
All St Agnes uniform articles, other than shoes and tights, must be purchased from the school uniform shop. 
  

Girls  Uniform 
 

Boys Uniform 
 

School skirt (below the knee length) School grey trousers 

St Agnes school blouse Short sleeved, school shirt, tucked in  

Opaque black tights 
(White turn over Socks are optional in Terms 1 & 4) 

Standard dark socks 
 

Standard black polished lace up school shoes (with 
heels less than 2.5cm). Soft or buckle styles are not 
permitted under WHS guidelines 
 

Standard polished lace up school shoes 
 such as Roc ‘Maggie’ or Lynx Utility ‘Modem’ 

School hat or cap School hat or cap 

School jumper (Optional) School jumper (Optional) 

School Blazer (Terms 2 & 3 and formal occasions) School Blazer (Terms 2 & 3 and formal occasions) 

Plain black scarf (Optional In Terms 2 & 3 only)  Plain black scarf (Optional in Terms 2 & 3 only) 

Plain black gloves (Optional in Terms 2 & 3 only) Plain black gloves (Optional in Terms 2 & 3 only) 

  School Tie (Terms 2 & 3 only) 

  Black Belt 

 
SCHOOL BAG 
The St Agnes school bag is a compulsory part of the school uniform 
 
SPORTS UNIFORM 
• School cap  
• School tracksuit 
• School sport shirt with crest 
• School shorts 
• White ankle length socks 
• Clean lace up joggers 
 
WEARING OF SCHOOL UNIFORM 
Correct school uniform is to be worn travelling to and from the school, while at the school and at any formal 
occasion designated by the Principal. The school uniform should at all times be clean and neat. When 
travelling to and from school, the jumper can only be worn under the blazer. 
 
GROOMING (The Assistant Principal will make the final decision on what is extreme.) 

• Students are expected to keep their hair clean, neat and tidy at all times. Students are to keep their hair off 
the face and out of their eyes.  

• There are to be no extremes of fashion in hair style, cut, colour or accessories.  

• Boys’ hairstyles should not go below the neckline. Boys must be clean shaven. 
• No make up or nail polish is permitted. 
• Girls with hair below the shoulders should have their hair tied back. All hair accessories are to be black.  
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ol 
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2) Eiriz 
Merjudio 

1) Petar 
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2) Eric 
Regalado 

- King 
- Wolffe 
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1) Theia 
Debulos 
2) Patricia 
Tolentino 
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1) Angelique 
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2) Evana 
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1) Kristina 
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1) Taylah Lee 
 
1) Jade 
Meilak  
 
1) Jazmin 
Taylor 

 
1) Ante 
Barisic 
 
1) Michael 
Jabuka 
 
1) Renard 
Manuel 
 
1) Burt 
Tukala 

 
- Tomich 

 

JEWELLERY 
In the interest of safety and security, no inappropriate jewellery 
should be worn. Body studs, chains or bracelets are not 
permitted. Inappropriate jewellery will be confiscated, secured in 
the School Office until collected by a parent or returned to the 
student at the end of term. The following only may be worn. 

• A simple wrist watch 

• A plain gold or silver ring (with no elevations, stones or sharp 
points) 

• A plain gold or silver chain with a Christian cross or Christian 
medal (to be worn underneath the shirt) 

• Girls may wear one pair of plain gold or silver sleepers or small 
studs without stones, one in the lobe of each ear. 

• Boys may wear a plain sleeper or stud, of the same style, one 
earlobe only. 

 
OTHER 

• The blazer is compulsory in Terms 2 and 3. It is also worn on 
formal occasions. 

• Students may wear their sports uniform, including tracksuit, to 
and from school on their designated sports and double PDHPE 
days. 

• In Terms 1 and 4 the tracksuit is optional. 

• All items of uniform must be clearly marked with student’s 
name. 

• Students are to check lost property, in the student 
administration office, promptly  

 
Parents may be contacted to bring in the correct uniform if 
students are inappropriately dressed. 

Due date was 6 March 
If you have paid thank you. 

 
Many families choose a Catholic Education for their children 
for the Catholic Values and quality that it offers and it’s 
acknowledged that this choice often requires life style 
sacrifices to be made. 
 
Regrettably some families are not up to date with their school 
fee obligations.  This places an unnecessary burden on our 
school in terms of increased administration and diverts 
resources that would be better devoted to the students. 
 
Out of consideration for the school, students and other parents 
and in the interests of freeing up more resources to educate 
your children, we remind all parents of the need to pay school 
fees by the due date.   
 
We especially ask those parents with overdue accounts to 
make immediate arrangements with the Business Manager, 
Mrs Pickett to bring them up to date. 
 

School Fees 



 

 

On Friday, 24th February 2017, St Agnes Catholic High School held its Swimming Carnival. The day started off 
with sunshine as excitement outside Mount Druitt Pool filled the air. As the students assembled in their house 
areas the first events of the day began.  
 
Our swimming carnival is made up of both championship events and participation events. The championship 
events include the 100m and 200m Freestyle and 50m sprints in Freestyle, Backstroke, Breaststroke and 
Butterfly. If a students signs up for any of these events and they are fast enough then they may be considered to 
represent the school at the PDSSSC Swimming Carnival.  
 
At St Agnes we also have participation races that students can sign up for on the day. These events include 
noodle races, kickboard races and 50m free swims. By participating in these events students have the chance of 
gaining points for their house. This year we had excellent levels of participation in these events, making for a 
great atmosphere.  
 
The day concluded with the cheer competition, this is where the House’s battle it out with original cheers and very 
loud voices in an attempt to win points. This year Chisholm took out the top spot with Xavier a close second.  
After a long day of amazing swimming, wonderful participation and very loud cheers Xavier came first overall on 
603 point, MacKillop was second on 527 points, Chisholm came in third on 405 points and Francis was fourth on 
400 points.  
 
Congratulations to all our swimmers and students for their excellent levels of participation.  
 
Thank you to the House and Sport Leaders in their preparation of the swimming carnival and leadership 
throughout the day.  
 
Lastly, thank you to the many staff that came along and worked on the day, making it a great success.  
 

Nicole Tomich 
Sport Coordinator 

Swimming Carnival 

24 
February

Mt Druitt  
Swimming Centre

Swimming 
Carnival



 

 

On the 28th February our Elective Visual Art students were afforded the opportunity to attend the Art Express 
Exhibition and a study morning session. Our students were really impressed with the selection of HSC artworks 
shown at the Art Gallery of NSW. 
 
As part of their learning in Visual Arts, the day gave our students the chance to view works up close and discover the 
processes of art making and planning for such a large major work.  
 
This year didn’t disappoint in the range of art materials and techniques employed by the chosen 2016 HSC works. 
 
After the viewing students were able to listen to two key artists present their ideas and experiences in their planning 
and processes of art making. 
 
The students were really well behaved on the day and enjoyed the whole gallery experience. 
 
Thank you to Miss Valleri and Ms Green for their enthusiasm and efforts in making this day a success. 

 
Anneke Reemst 
CAPA Coordinator 

Art Express Excursion 

Unsafe Road Practice 
We remind parents that it is law to use the pedestrian crossing when crossing Evans Road. It is a dangerous practice to cross 
Evans Road at any other area. We have had some students, and their parents, nearly be hit by cars over the past week from 
parents crossing Evans Road within the bus zone. We have requested the police increase their patrols around our school in the 
morning and afternoons on school days. The fine for not crossing at a pedestrian crossing is $425 +2 demerit points. 

Also, please respect neighbours and keep clear of their driveways. Our neighbours need to use their driveways to drive to and from 
work. Please do not park across their driveway. If you stop on or across a driveway or block access to a property - Fine from $177 
+ 2 demerit points. 



 

 

As you are aware every day of attendance at school adds to your child's chances of success and achievement 
from kindergarten and through to high school. You play a key role in making sure your child attends school every day. You 
do this because you understand that attendance leads to success, not just at school but later in life. Every day at school 
counts towards your child’s learning. 
  
We realise some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. However, we also know that 
when students miss too much school, no matter the reason, it can cause them to fall behind academically. The more 
absences your child has, the harder it is for them to catch up on missed work and stay connected to their school 
community. Absences add up quickly. If your child is absent one day every two weeks over the course of a school year this 
will add up to 20 days loss of education. This is almost half a school term. 
  
We want your child to be successful at St Agnes and we know that you do too. Please let us know how we can best support 
you in making sure your child attends school on time each day. Feel free to contact your child’s Learning Advisor to discuss 
this or any other concern you have regarding your child. 
  

1. Attendance affects academic achievement. Every day of attendance contributes towards a child’s learning and 
enhances academic achievement.  
 

2. Attendance has a strong relationship with student outcomes as measured by NAPLAN scores. Each percentage point 
increase in attendance is related to higher student outcomes by an average of 2-3 NAPLAN scale score points in 
numeracy, reading, spelling, writing and grammar & punctuation.  
    

3. Absence from school is associated with academic achievement in the current year as well as future years.  
 

4. If children do not attend school regularly they miss out on the chance to build a good attendance habit. 
 

5. Being absent for one day of school each fortnight (2 days a month) adds up to missing more than a year of learning 
over 10 years. This is called school absenteeism. 

 

6. Sporadic absences affect academic achievement as much as consecutive days. 

Key Facts About School Attendance 

REASONS WHY SOME 
STAGE 5 STUDENTS 

LIKE ST AGNES 
 

During student interviews our 
Principal, Peter Brogan, asked them 

why they liked St Agnes. Their 
response were: 

 
 

* People are friendly 
* No bullying 

* The technology actually works! 
* Teachers teach and walk around 
the room. At my other school they 

just sat behind a desk. 
* Students are friendly 

* Teachers treat you fairly and are 
nice to you. 

* You can learn at St Agnes 



 

 

Donate your Trees Allocation from Council 
Each year Blacktown residents receive 2 free trees, shrubs, grasses, groundcovers or herbs from Blacktown 
Council Nursery to plant on your premises. Many residents don’t take this offer up. You can donate them to our 
school. 

To donate your free allocation of plants to St Agnes please complete the following permission slip and return it to 
Mr Madigan. 

 

I  (name)  _______________________________________________________________________________ of 

 

(address) _______________________________________________________________________________ 

       

have NOT collected my 2 free plants from Blacktown Council this financial year and would like to donate them to 
St Agnes Catholic High School for planting on school grounds 

 

 

_______________________________________________         _____________________________________ 

Signature                 Date 

Final pr int edit ion of Catholic Outlook – March 2017 
After 19 years, the print edition of Catholic Outlook (the official publication for the Diocese of Parramatta) will cease 
publication with March 2017 being the final issue. Catholic Outlook will continue publishing news and events online 
at www.catholicoutlook.org and through the Diocese of Parramatta’s social media channels. 
A sincere thank you to readers and all those who have worked on publishing Catholic Outlook over the years. 
Thanks also to the generous advertisers, school and parish communities which have helped keep Catholics in 
Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains informed of what is happening in the Church. 
 
Holy  Hour for Vocations: 16 March 
Everyone is welcome to join the Holy Hour for Vocations from 7.00pm-8.00pm for an hour of adoration, prayer, 
music and quiet time in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel in St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Marist Place, Parramatta. For 
information about priesthood in the Diocese of Parramatta and Holy Spirit Seminary, please contact Fr John Paul 
Escarlan, Director of Priestly Vocations, vocations@parra.catholic.org.au 
 
St Patrick 's  Family Festival:  18 March 
This festival is organised by the Life, Marriage & Family Office and will be held from 2.00pm-5.00pm at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral Precinct, 1 Marist Place, Parramatta. The Irish themed event will include live entertainment, food, rides for 
all ages and a historical display about the contribution the Irish have made to our Diocese. The event will also raise 
awareness about the World Meeting of Families taking place in Dublin next year and raise funds for families to be 
able to attend. All are welcome! For more information check out: www.parralmf.org.au/St-patricks-day Anyone 
interested in volunteering to help run stalls, prepare food, assist with crowd management and other duties tel (02) 
8838 3441, lmf@parra.catholic.org.au 
 
Formation for  Young Adults  at Mt Schoenstatt:  19 March 
For young adults aged 18-35 – Love of Mary. Love of the Church. Love of the Mission of Christ. Want to know what it 
means to be human? Want to become an authentic Christian? If Yes, then join us for formation in the Schoenstatt 
Spirituality. On 3rd Sunday of every month, noon-3pm, please bring a plate to share for lunch. Mount Schoenstatt, 
230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. Further details tel 4773 8338. 
 
24 Hours for the Lord -  L iving Water @ Schoenstatt Shrine: 24-25 March 
Come and spend some time with Our Lord and His Mother in the Schoenstatt Shrine during this very special 24 
hours. This annual gathering will begin with Holy Mass at 6pm on Friday and finish with Holy Mass at 5pm on 
Saturday. Reflection and Music every hour for 30 minutes following by silent pray time. Accommodation at the 
retreat house is available for anyone who might wish to immerse themselves in this 24 hours. Schoenstatt Shrine, 
230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. Inquiries & bookings tel (02) 4773 8338 or email manager@schoenstatt.org.au 
 
Girls  Camp at Mount Schoenstatt:  17-20 Apri l  
Girls aged 13-15 are invited to a three-day camp at Mount Schoenstatt. Our theme is: Reflected in Our Lady’s 
image: What is real beauty? Program also includes a movie night where family and friends are invited, prayer, craft 
and fun activities. From 4pm on Easter Monday 17 April to 4pm on Thursday 20 April. Venue: Home of Light at Mt 
Schoenstatt, 230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. Cost: $100 (includes food and accomm.). RSVP: Friday 7 April 2017 
(registration form and deposit required). Inquiries: Sr M Luka: 0439 537 843, fax (02) 4773 
8530, sr.m.luka@bigpond.com 

News from the Bishops Office 



 

 

 

CHRIST 
CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE 

COMMUNITY  
OF SCHOOL 

  
St Agnes  
Catholic High School 
Evans Road 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 8882 0700 
Fax: 02 8882 0790 
  
St Clare’s  
Catholic High School 
175 Buckwell Drive 
Hassall  Grove 
Ph:   02 9835  2466 
Fax: 02 9835 2539 
  
  
Loyola Senior 
High School 
91 North Parade 
Mt Druitt 
Ph:   02 9832  4455 
Fax: 02 9832 1839 

  
  

a diverse  
community  
learning  
together  

Our Skoolbag App keeps students/parents up to date with everything that is happening at St 
Agnes. You can access common information like alerts, calendars, directories, news and 
submit your child’s absent note.  
 

https:// i tunes.apple.com/us/app/st -agnes-catholic-high-
skoolbag/id578182799?ls=1&mt=8 
 

St Agnes Skoolbag App 



 

 

     

 

OUR PARISHES 
  
St Aidan’s  
9 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625  8404 
  
  
Sacred Heart  
23 Nelson Street 
Mt Druitt South 
Ph:   02 9625  8847 
  
  
Holy Family  
254 Luxford Road 
Emerton 
Ph:   02 9628  7272 
  
  
St John Vianney’s  
17 Cameron Street 
Doonside 
Ph:   02 9622  3426 
  

 

OUR  

PARISH 
SCHOOLS  
  
St Aidan’s Primary  
1-5 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625 3181 
Fax: 02 9625 5612 
  
  
Sacred Heart Primary 
23 Nelson Street 
Mt Druitt South 
Ph:   02 9625  8733 
Fax: 02 9832 2258 
  
  
Holy  Family Primary 
Weber Crescent 
Emerton 
Ph:   02 9628 9232 
Fax: 02 9628 9589 
  
  

St John Vianney’s 
Pr imary 
17 Cameron Street 
Doonside 
Ph:   02 9831 1817 
Fax: 02 9831 6430 

  
  

a diverse  
community  
learning  
together 

  

 

What Matters? Writing 
Competi t ion 
 
What Matters? is a writing competition that 
gives students in NSW, the ACT and 
Tasmania a chance to speak out about 
what matters to them in society today. 
 
Further Details at  
https://www.whitlam.org/the_program/wha
t_matters_writing_competition/what_matte
rs_2017 - What Matters? 2017 NSW/ACT 
competition 
 

All entrants will receive a certificate of 
participation. 

Closing date: Friday 5 May 2017. 

Write for Fun 
Students all over Australia are invited to 
enter their poems OR short stories, and 
battle it out for the great cash prizes on 
offer into the 2017 Schools Writing 
Competition! 

Further Details at 

 http://www.write4fun.net/ 

 

See Mrs Berman in the Library  
for more information 

Competition 


