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Diary Dates  
16 November  
Yr 7 Vaccinations  
Yr 7/2016 Information 
Evening  
 
17 November  
Yr 8 B line Visual Arts 
Excursion  
 
18 November  
Staff Development Day  
 
20 November  
CAPA Performance Night  
 
24 November  
Yr 8 A line Bicentennial 
Park Excursion  
Yr 10 Beach Day  
 
25 November 
Year 7/2016 Orientation 
Day 
 
25 Nov - 1 December  
Loyola Trade School 
Orientation  
 
30 November 
Year 7 Drumming 
Excursion 
 
30 Nov - 4 December  
Loyola Senior High School 
Orientation  
 
1 December 
Christmas Liturgy 
“Road to Bethlehem” 
 
8 December  
Year 10 Graduation Day  
 
9 December  

13 November 2015 
 

The church’s liturgical year begins, as you now, with Advent - a time of preparation for 
Christmas. So next Sunday is the last Sunday of the Church’s year. For this reason, we are 
invited by the readings of today’s Mass to look at the goal of our life and to ask ‘What is 
my life all about? Where am I headed?’ We are invited to make a review of the past year. 
 
In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of the end of his world, the world of his contemporaries. He 
could see that it was about to collapse. His disciples had asked him a larger question: they 
wanted to know about the end of the world. Jesus has nothing to say about that. It is a 
question that lies beyond human reckoning. His reply, however, does emphasize the 
importance of how we live. So, as another liturgical year draws to a close, let us pause and 
take stock. Jesus came that we may live to the full. Is that how things are for us? 
 
In our earthly courts we go before a judge or a magistrate who hears the evidence and, if 
we are guilty, he or she imposes a punishment determined by law. The judgment of God is 
very different. We simply stand before God as we are, knowing that we cannot hide from 
God who sees the whole truth in all its complexity. The judgment passed is simply a 
declaration of the ways things really are. This is true now. It will be true when we stand 
before God in what we call the ‘last judgment’. If at the conclusion of our life our hearts 
are open to God, we will enjoy communion with him for all eternity – we call that ‘heaven’. 
If we have closed our hearts on God, with obstinate determination, we choose to spend all 
eternity without communion with God – a condition we call ‘hell’.  
 
God does not punish. God will always love you and love me. But God cannot and will not 
force his love upon us. It is important to realize that sin cannot change God. It changes us 
and its effects can be eternal, but what happens to us if we obstinately reject God is the 
direct result of our rejection of God, not a punishment that God inflicts upon us because 
we are sinners. God’s one desire is to be in communion with those whom he has created 
precisely for this purpose. If we choose to be with God, he receives us with delight into 
heaven. If we persist in obstinately rejecting God, he reluctantly accepts our foolish and 
stubborn choice, for God must declare the truth. We might be able to pretend to 
ourselves and we might be able to deceive others, but God knows the way things really are, 
and it is on the way things really are that our eternity depends.  
 
The Catholic Catechism reminds us that: ‘God ‘desires all to be saved’[1Timothy 2:4], and 
for him ‘all things are possible’[Matthew 19:26]’(Catechism n.1058). God has only one plan 
for each of us. His purpose is that we receive his love and live in the communion that we 
call heaven, with God and with all who love him. ‘The Lord says: My plans for you are peace 
and not disaster; when you call to me, I will listen to you, and I will bring you back to the 
place from which I exiled you’(compare Jeremiah 29:11). 
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This design of God corresponds to our deepest longings. Speaking of these longings, the 
Catechism quotes a beautiful passage from a letter written by Saint Ignatius of Antioch to the 
Christian community in Rome as he was being taken there to be thrown to the lions in the 
Colosseum: ‘Earthly longings have been crucified; in me there is left no spark of desire for 
mundane things, but only a murmur of living water that whispers within me, ‘Come to the 
Father’. There is no pleasure for me in anything that perishes, or in the delights of this life. 
My heart longs for the bread of God – the flesh of Jesus Christ; and for my drink I crave that 
blood of his which is undying love’ (Ignatius of Antioch, Letter to the Romans 6,1-2; quoted 
Catechism n.1011). 
 

Peter Brogan 
 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 

Recently I was reading an article by Michael Grose on 12 positive personal attributes to raise 
confident, well-balanced, resilient 21st Century students. I thought I would like to share a 
summary of these personal attributes with you.  
 
1. Persistence: Students understand the link between persistence and success in all areas of 

endeavour.  
2. Personal responsibility: Students are encouraged to take responsibility for their own 

behaviour.  
3. Respect: Students are encouraged to treat others with grace and kindness (manners is 

respect in action).  
4. Making friends: Students have the skills and attitudes to make friends and work effectively 

within groups.  
5. Handling rejection: Students can handle rejection, disappointment and failure realistically 

(able to bounce back).  
6. Managing emotions: Students can effectively manage their emotions in healthy ways to 

minimise the negative effect on others.  
7. Resolving conflict: Students know a variety of ways to manage conflict without using power 

or avoidance.  
8. Smart decision-making: Students can impact positively on their own wellbeing and the 

wellbeing of others.  
9. Optimism: Students have a positive view of the future and feel confident in their ability to 

deal with challenges.  
10. Health and fitness: Students lifestyle contributes positively to their physical wellbeing 

and personal confidence.  
11. Motivation: Students are personally motivated to achieve and improve.  
12. Organisation: Students can organise time, space and possessions to maximise effectiveness 

at school and at home.  
 
Of course, these don’t evolve overnight, but take time, encouragement and support by all that 
enter the life of a child... parent, teacher, coach, neighbour and friend ... Every little 
interaction counts.  
 
Peter Regan 
Assistant Principal 

From the Assistant Principal, Mr Peter Regan 



 

 

From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator,   
Mr Laurence De Martin       

On Tuesday the 27 October 2015, four Year 7 and four Year 8 students represented 
the school at an academic enrichment day at the University of Western Sydney’s 
Kingswood campus. More than 120 Year 7 and 8 students from Western Sydney high 
schools attended the day whose focus was to provide students with a hands-on 
experience across a range of exercises and challenges linked to Science, Engineering, 
Mathematics and Technology (STEM). 
 
Students were given the chance to meet academics and researchers to raise their 
awareness of the exciting and diverse opportunities in these fields. Fostering a deeper 
interest in STEM and showing students how important these areas are will benefit them 
in the future as they progress to further study and careers. 
 
Below is a full recount of the day written by Abigail Asiata. 
 
Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator 
 
 
Eight students, Shiani Vimalathasan, Evana Mansour, John Sausa, Christan Adriano, 
Yustina El-Rab, John Jadulco, Jonathan Israel and I, Abigail Asiata, were given the 
opportunity to attend the University of Western Sydney, Kingswood Campus. When we 
got there, we were separated into groups and began by having a lecture about how 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics can help rule the world. After that 
we were introduced to our group leaders and then headed off to our activities.  
 
The activities included were: Fun with Robotics, Pulling on Your Maker Geek, The Rubik's 
Cube Challenge, Maths 4 Graphics and The Mathematical Amazing Race. 
 
 In the Fun with Robotics activity, we were given a task to make a Lego robot travel on a 
designated path. To do this, we had to first calculate the circumference of the wheel 
our robots had, then had to use the circumference of the wheel to see how many spins 
our wheel had to do in order to complete the path then program it using a computer to 
stay on the path.  
 
In the activity Pulling on Your Maker Geek, we learnt about designing a simple program to 
light up an electronic circuit board.  
 
The Rubik's Cube Challenge required us to make patterns with our cube and use these 
patterns to solve our cube. Did you know there are more than 43 000 000 000 000 000 
000 (43 quintillion) combinations you can make with a Rubik's cube.  
 
In the Maths 4 Graphics activity, we used a programming code to create graphics.  
 
Finally, The Mathematical Amazing Race required us to complete a set of mathematical 
tasks around the campus, with the first team to finish declared the winner. This game 
was extremely fun as St Agnes students learnt how to work as a team with other 
students from different schools.   
 
Overall, the eight of us with Mr De Martin had a great time and are grateful for an 
enjoyable experience. We hope to be able to visit UWS again. 
 
Abigail Asiata 

 



 

 

 

From the Religious Education Coordinator – Ms Julie Atkins 

This week marks the feast day of St Bartholomew of Rossano (981-1055),founder and 
advisor to Pope Benedict IX. A Greek, Bartholomew was born in Rossano, Italy, where 
he became a disciple of St. Nitus, the founder of the Greek abbey of Grottaferata, 
near Rome. He became an abbot there and completed the structure, turning it into a 
centre of learning. A skilled calligrapher, he was responsible for persuading the 
corrupt Pope Benedict IX to resign the papacy, reform his life, become a monk, and do 
penance at Grottaferrata, thus he earned a reputation as the second founder of the 
institution. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Christmas Hampers – Over the past few weeks, as a community we have been 
collecting non-perishable food items to assist those in our wider community who are in 
need this Christmas. A reminder to all students that there is two weeks left to 
contribute. All items are to be brought in by the 27 November 2015. 

Celebrate! 
Franciscan 

Consecrated Life in 
“!e Year of Consecrated Life”

EUCHARIST
10 am, 6 December, 2015

Bishop Vincent Long 
Van Nguyen ofmconv DD
Mary Immaculate Church 

Victoria St, Waverley

ALL WELCOME 
�ŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐ�ďƌƵŶĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�
ƚĞƐƟŵŽŶŝĂůƐ�ŽŶ�ďĞŝŶŐ 
&ƌĂŶĐŝƐĐĂŶ�ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ�ďǇ 

>ŝƚƵƌŐǇ�ŽĨ�dŚĂŶŬƐŐŝǀŝŶŐ�ŝŶ 
St Clare’s College 

41-51 Carrington Rd, 
Waverley. 

The Sisters at the Poor Clare Monastery  
invite you to a  Christmas Fundraising Concert  

with Community Choir & Pauline Vizzard on Harp 
The POOR CLARES are a community of Sisters in the spiritual tradition of St Francis and St Clare of Assisi. 

Our objective is to develop our Monastery to be a beautiful place of 

calm and love, offering a Sanctuary to all who visit. 

CHORELLA is a performing a capella community choir based in the Hawkesbury who sing an eclectic mix of popular 
and not so well-known musical pieces. CHORELLA performs at various community events in and around the 

Hawkesbury 

 Date:  Saturday 28 November 2015  at 2 pm 

 Venue:   96 Brahma Road, North Richmond (off Terrace Rd) 

 Cost:  $ 20.00 only - limited tickets available 
 

 Poor Clare Sisters    4571 4610    Martha   4572 1778 
 Allan  0448 525 853    Sue   4572 1140 
 

 Parking:  Please park in paddock at end of Brahma Road as indicated. 
                 You will be driven to the Monastery by bus. 

Raffle and lucky door prize 



 

 

Year 10 Learning Advisor Day 

On Friday 7 November Year 10 students got to experience St Agnes’ first Learning Advisor Day, otherwise called 
“LA Day”. It was a day where students and staff members showed their appreciation towards their Learning Advisors 
for 4 years worth of work and effort within their homerooms and year group teams. 
 
The day started with a video presentation, where Mr Chavez asked them a mixture of novelty and serious questions 
relating to their homeroom classes interviewed the Learning Advisors. Questions ranged from most memorable 
homeroom moment, which student was going to become Prime Minister and concluding with a recorded “2nd Last good 
luck/farewell” message from their Learning Advisors. A few students and staff shared a few laughs and happy tears!! 
 
This video viewing set the tone for the day where, during periods 3 and 4, students were designated tasks to prepare 
for their final day at St Agnes, with their homeroom teacher in the forefront of their thoughts. 
 
Hopefully this day will be the first of a St Agnes tradition to enhance the culture within our school community, 
where the work and dedication of our Learning Advisors do not go under appreciated, where for 4 years, the 
students begin each day with the guidance and care of their Learning Advisors. 
 
Thank you to all the teachers who contributed to the organisation of the day, particularly the Learning Advisors,     
Mr Cruickshank and Mr Anthony Davey.  
 
Year 10 LA’s for 2015 were  10.1 Ms Moxham, 10.2 Mrs Bedi,      10.3 Mrs Kehal,  10.4 Ms Brogan,   10.5 Mr Tyler,                     

10.6 Mr Singh,     10.7 Mrs Reemst, 10.8 Ms Gannon, 10.9 Mr McGuire, 10.10 Ms Raad 
 
Christopher Chavez 
 



 

 

Manufacturing VET  Works 

 
 
 

November 11, marked the 97th anniversary of the Armistice which ended 
the First World War (1914–18). At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns of 
the Western Front fell silent after more than four years’ continuous 
warfare. This first modern world conflict had brought about the 
mobilization of over 70 million people and left between 9 and 13 million 
dead, perhaps as many as one-third of them with no known grave. Staff and 
students observed one minute’s silence at 11 am, in memory of those who 
died or suffered in all wars and armed conflicts. 

Remembrance Day 



 

 

 

OUR  

PARISH 
SCHOOLS  
  
St Aidan’s Pr imary 

1-5 Adelaide Street 

Rooty Hill 

Ph:   02 9625 3181 
Fax: 02 9625 5612 

  

  

Sacred Heart Pr imary 

23 Nelson Street 

Mt Druitt South 

Ph:   02 9625  8733 

Fax: 02 9832 2258 

  

  

Holy Family Primary 

Weber Crescent 

Emerton 

Ph:   02 9628 9232 

Fax: 02 9628 9589 

  

  

St  John Vianney’s 
Pr imary 

17 Cameron Street 

Doonside 

Ph:   02 9831 1817 

Fax: 02 9831 6430 

  
  

a diverse  
community  
learning  
together 

  

    

Garden Club 

 

As a result of Nathaniel Portelli reporting and unsafe situation where 
rocks and bricks  were protruding the back upper grass area, the area has 
received a make over of freshly laid turf.  Nathaniel, along with our WHS 
Team inspected the grass today and are hopeful students can utilise the 
area in the very near future. 

WHS Issue Resolved 
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St Agnes Choir 
Our choir and band performs regularly, under 
the guidance of Ms Juarez and Mr Weaver, 
during Mass and at other school events. The 
talent and commitment displayed by our 
students is amazing. Please enjoy listening to 
them. 

Click the link to view a compilation of their 
performances. 

https://youtu.be/yyaNhXdjSDA 

Jump Up & Down 4 Kids in Detention 
On October 15 Jump Up & Down for Kids released a great song and video starring          
X Factor finalist Jacinta Gulisano. Today, at noon, St Agnes students and staff 
members, along with many other schools from The Parramatta Diocese supported this 
campaign as they ‘jumped’ to show their opposition to the detention of children in 
detention centres.  


	members, along with many other schools from The Parramatta Diocese supported thiscampaign as they

