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Diary Dates  
 
20 November  
Yr 9Aline Swim School 
 
21 November 
Yr 8 Bline Campbelltown 
Excursion 
 
22 November  
Chess Competition 
 
24 November     
Yr 10 Beach Day 
 
27 November    
Yr 8 HSIE Wetlands 
excursion 
Yr 9 Bline Swim School 
ACU Excursion (Yr 10 
students) 
 
28 November      
Yr 7/2018 Orientation Day 
9am-2pm 
Yr 7 Bline Swim School 
 
29 November    
Yr 7 Aline Swim School 
 
29 Nov -  4 December  
Loyola Trade School 
Orientation 
 
1 December   
St Agnes Cup Reward Day 
 
5 December    
Yr 10 Graduation Mass  
        
6 December    
Yr 10 Formal.   
 
More dates fur ther in 
this newsletter  
 

20 October 2017 

Dear Parents and Friends 
 
It's been difficult to escape media coverage of catastrophic hurricanes, terrorist 
attacks and shootings. 
 
As adults we all respond differently to traumatic events and it is the same for 
children. It is not always easy for parents to talk to their child about tragic events but 
it is important that they do. Children need to know that it is ok to talk about these 
things and to share feelings, even if the events are scary or sad. Young children in 
particular need a lot of physical and emotional support, particularly if they feel like an 
event is close to home. Managing their access to news media is important because 
repeated exposure builds anxiety. Answer their questions honestly but in a manner 
that is at their level of emotional and developmental understanding. 
 
Health professionals recommend that families maintain normal routines around 
eating and bed times. Children get a lot of comfort from predictability so while they 
need to be able to express feelings; they also need to be encouraged to participate in 
their regular activities. 
 
If children do see something on TV that affects them, parents can also focus on the 
acts of bravery or the positive actions. This may help to offset any negative impacts.  
 
Older children may have a lot more questions but they may also try to downplay their 
anxieties or fears. Always keep the lines of communication open and let them know 
that you are around when they need to talk. Remember also that older children may 
have access to social media and to images that may be particularly distressing. As 
always keep watch for any significant changes around their behaviour or emotional 
well-being. Even with older children parents have a role to play in helping them to 
manage their access to news.  
 
Schools can provide support when an event occurs that impacts either on a class or 
school community. Please do not hesitate to contact us for support. 

 

Peter Brogan 
Peter Brogan 

Principal 
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From the Assistant Principal 
Ways to Inspire the Teen Brain (Adapted from Dr S Chapman) 
The teen brain is in a vulnerable state. It is primed to fall into addiction, delve deeply into 
depression and seek out risky situations. However, the teen years are also a prime time for 
developing long-term, necessary strategic thinking skills, the foundation for advanced 
reasoning that should continue to become more complex and mature throughout adulthood. 
Their brains continue to grow until at least their mid twenties. 
 
The brain undergoes more change during the teenage years than any other time except for 
the first two months of life. The changes are most dramatic in the frontal lobe networks, the 
brain’s command control centre. The frontal lobe networks are responsible for reasoning, 
planning, decision-making, judgment, inhibiting bad choices, and other high-level functions. 
Providing necessary challenges to support development of the frontal lobe networks is key to 
your teen’s ability to achieve future life success. 
 
This is a time of extraordinary promise and susceptibility, this vital adolescent brain stage 
merits larger-than- life attention from parents and teachers. The teen brain is primed to create 
and innovate new ideas. 
 
The ideas that are introduced during this impressionable life stage of adolescents are 
important to promoting independent life success. Follow the below tips to inspire the best and 
brightest brain performance for your teenager. 
· Teach your teen to think of many unique interpretations of movies, books, political 
discussions, school or peer issues, or works of art. 
· Encourage your youth to be a problem finder and solution setter for issues that arise daily 
and discuss how academic content supports this expertise. 
· Ask your teenager to give you a “message” from a book or movie or hurtful experience 
rather than a long-winded retell without reflection. 
· Have your adolescent interpret the lyrics of their favorite song from positive and negative 
perspectives and do the same for your song with them. 
· Watch their favourite TV shows with them and share different take-home messages for the 
different characters. 
· Push for a multitude of answers to a question or problem versus seeking the “right” 
answer.    
· When they do something wrong or make a poor choice do not ask them ‘why?’ Instead ask 
them what they were thinking. “So you made a mistake and then your choices got you into 
more trouble. I am wondering what you were thinking?” 
 
Our brains are wired to be inspired – especially during teen years. Fostering creativity and 
innovation to tackle difficult and multifaceted problems – in and out of school – will drive 
successful futures of our youth for generations to come. As Einstein once said, “Imagination 
is more important than knowledge. Knowledge is limited. Imagination encircles the world.” 
 
Ken Wolffe 

From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator:  
Curriculum 
Year 10 Record of Student Achievement (RoSA) 
On Friday, 8 December, Year 10 students will be able to access their RoSA grade via the 
Students Online https://studentsonline.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ facility provided by the New South 
Wales Education Standards Authority (NESA). Year 10 students should become familiar with 
this website since it will provide them with a wealth of information as they enter Years 11 & 12. 

When using the system, students will be able to access an electronic record of their Year 10 
grades that can then be generated into a pdf document and downloaded. A formal RoSA 
certificate will only be provided to students who have indicated to the school that they are 
leaving the school system at the end of the year to undertake either an apprenticeship or full 
time employment. It is hoped that all Year 10 students take the time to reflect on their results 
and begin planning ways that they can improve for next year. 

 

Laurence De Martin 
 



 

 

From the Religious Education Coordinator 
Last Friday the 10th November 2017, was a very special day for one of our students. The 
Year 10 cohort & Learning Advisors, Mr Brogan and Mrs Carmen Cassar from the Catholic 
Education Diocese of Parramatta Office joined us in celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism of 
Anyanya Muorwal (Year 10) at St. Aidan’s Parish, Rooty Hill with Fr. Guma Innocent. I’d like 
to especially thank Mr Harry Sadsad and Miss Nikki Valleri for taking on the honour to be 
Godparents to Anyanya and for the guidance, support and care shown to him on his faith 
journey so far. 
 
The ceremony began with the opening hymn ‘You are Mine’. The lyrics  “Do not be afraid, I 
am with you. I have called you each by name. Come and follow Me, I will bring you home. I 
love you and you are mine” captured the true meaning of baptism. As we gathered around 
the baptismal font, Anyanya’s closest friends and teachers lit a candle to represent their 
support in helping Anyanya stay in the light and also be the light to the world. This was a 
very solemn and beautiful moment where we all witnessed the meaning of true unity in God’s 
love. As we all witnessed Anyanya’s initiation to the Catholic Church, it also reminded and 
affirmed us of our own baptismal promises to live always in the light of Christ. 
 

“Yahweh, I know you are near, 
standing always at my side. 
You guard me from the foe, 

and you lead me in ways everlasting. 
 

Lord, you have searched my heart, 
and you know when I sit and when I stand. 

Your hand is upon me protecting me from death, 
keeping me from harm.” - (You are Near, Dan Schutte) 

 
This day was truly a celebration of community, companionship and faith. As I’ve said to students many times before, 
when do we get to witness one of our friends/peers be baptised? And so we take this day as a wonderful moment to 
reignite our own faith journey and our oneness with God. Congratulations & welcome to the Catholic Church, 
Anyanya! 
 

More Photos will be placed on our website 
 

Pray with us through the Gospel of Matthew 
As we come near to the end of our Mission goal for this year, I encourage you all to take some time  in praying the 
Gospel of Matthew with us. This year we have used the Three Senses as a guide in unpacking scripture, but it is also 
helpful to note the context in which this passage is set. The Three Senses process: 
What is the scripture passage saying? 
What is the main message for me and the key teaching for all of us? 
How can this be applied the my life? (in the areas of prayer, Christian life, the Sacraments or my relationship with 
God) 
 
The Gospel of Matthew scripture reading for this week is ‘The Division of the Sheeps and Goats’ (Mt 25:32-46) 
 
All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 



 

 

 

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 
 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave 
you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 
 
And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family, you did it to me.’ Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in 
prison and you did not visit me.’ 
 
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the 
least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal 
life.” 
 
To help us unpack this scripture passage, here are a few points to guide you: 
This final parable in Jesus' final sermon in Matthew brings home the reality of judgment. As the missionaries from 
Matthew's churches spread the good news of the kingdom both among fellow Jews and among Gentiles, they faced 
hostility as well as welcome. 
One treats Jesus as one treats the other; who should be received with hospitality, food and drink. 
We are called to be true messengers of the gospel and we can only do this if we embrace poverty and the suffering of 
others. 
 
In this scripture passage, we are reminded that as a community, what we do for 
others is also what we do to Jesus. In preparation for the St Vincent De Paul 
Christmas Appeal 2017, we are called to be brothers and sisters to our families in 
Rooty Hill by assisting them with food hampers during this Christmas season. 
Each homeroom will be collecting food items over the next few weeks and it is 
through this generosity that we can live out this message of giving. 
 
Sacramental Program Update 
The Sacramental Program is at the end of the formation and we are now preparing our participants for the 
Sacramental celebrations. The participants have been learning about the Rites of Initiation - Baptism, Holy 
Communion and Confirmation with Mrs Hicks every Thursday afternoon and the significance of these sacraments as a 
member of the Catholic Church. 
 
For our candidates parents and guardians, please take note of the following dates: 
 
The Sacrament of the First Holy Communion and Confirmation will take place at St. Agnes Catholic High School on 
Thursday 23rd November at 9:30am with Fr Alan Layt as the celebrant. Sponsors, family and friends are cordially 
invited to witness this sacramental celebration and to join us for morning tea after the Mass. 
 
For our parents and guardians who wish to have their son or daughter complete the Sacraments of Initiation in 2018, 
please email me at mreyes7@parra.catholic.edu.au and I will contact you early next year of the Sacramental Program 
dates in light of the St. Aidan’s Parish Rooty Hill schedule. 
 
Christmas Hamper Appeal 
St Agnes has the tradition of supporting the St Vincent De Paul Society each year in the Christmas Appeal hamper 
drive for families in the Rooty Hill area. The Rooty Hill SVDP Chapter is always so grateful for the hampers we donate 
and so this year we will continue to do our small part in giving this Christmas time to our local families. 
 
The Catholic Identity and Social Justice leaders have promoted this appeal during Year meetings this week but 
collections will begin on 1 December 2017 until 4 December 2017. Please support the SVDP Society to help local 
families over the festive season. 
 
 
God bless, 
Mrs Mary Reyes 



 

 

 Book Review 
WereWorld Rise of the Wolf  
 

You are the last werewolf, boy. Don't fight it, embrace it; conquer it 
 

WereWorld Rise of the Wolf by Curtis Jobling follows the story of 
a sixteen year old boy named Drew.  
 
At the start of the novel, Drew is portrayed as a simple farm boy. 
One night he discovers a terrible secret about himself that his 
parents had tried to keep from him for many years. He finds out 
that he is a werewolf and later has to go on the run from King 
Leopold, ruler of the seven realms, because King Leopold sees 
werewolves as a threat to his kingdom. Whilst on this dangerous 
journey, he meets many people who either becomes an ally or 
an enemy. Drew must earn the trust of every person he meets by 
putting himself at risk on several occasions. 
 
In my opinion, I liked this novel because it had many plot twists 
and was very engaging. Whilst reading this novel, I was taken on 
many different paths with each of the character’s interesting and 
exciting journeys. I also really enjoyed this novel because it took 
me on an emotional roller coaster. It was hard not to cry when a 
character passed away or to scream when something was unfair 
or to jump out of my seat when something exciting was 
happening. 
 
I recommend this novel for anyone aged 13 and up. This novel is 
a great read for anyone who loves fantasy themed novels. From 
the main character that can turn into a werewolf to the king and 
his king’s guard who are chasing after him, this novel is full of 
surprises and many thrilling adventures. This novel also allows 
readers to imagine many different and unique 
creatures/characters, as the writing is descriptive and full of 
detail e.g. “He draped his cloak over his shoulder, snapping the 
clasp at his neck shut. He hefted his backpack and with a final 

look at his room he took off”. 
 
 This novel is also great for anyone who has an interest in the medieval time period as there are many history 
lessons the characters engage in while going on their journey, from the wars that went on to the laws of the seven 
realms and how they were formed. 
 
Jamieson Sukkarieh Yr 8 

Student use of the School Opal card 
 
An important requirement of School Opal card is the need for students to 
Tap On and Tap Off when they travel to and from school. 
Opal data gathered by tapping on and off is used to determine demand for 
bus services. 
 
If students don’t tap on and tap off, services may be cancelled due to the 
lack of recorded patronage. 
 
With this in mind, we ask for your assistance in reminding your child that 
tapping on and off at the beginning and end of each trip is one of the 
conditions of using a School Opal card. This in turn helps Busways ensure 
they are able to provide the appropriate level of service to our students. 
 
To further promote the use of School Opal, Busways will also be 
conducting checks on School Opal cards over the coming months. All 
students travelling on buses to and from school will be required to show 
their card and ensure they Tap On and Tap Off every time they catch the 
bus. Students without an Opal Card will be provided with a brochure 
to take home identifying how they can get an Opal Card. 



 

 

 End of the Year Calendar 
Term 4 is a very busy time. The following list is of future events of Term 4 and an advanced look at important events 
in  2018. 
 
20 November  Yr 9Aline Swim School 

21 November  Yr 8 Bline Campbelltown Excursion 

22 November  Chess Competition 

24 November     Yr 10 Beach Day 

27 November    Yr 8 HSIE Wetlands excursion 

   Yr 9 Bline Swim School 

ACU Excursion (Yr 10 students) 

28 November      Yr 7/2018 Orientation Day 9am-2pm 

   Yr 7 Bline Swim School 

29 November    Yr 7 Aline Swim School 

29 Nov - 4 December   Loyola Trade School Orientation 

1 December   St Agnes Cup Reward Day 

5 December    Yr 10 Graduation Mass 10.30am start to 12.30pm 

      Our Lady of Victories Church, 1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park.  

6 December    Yr 10 Formal.  5.30pm arrival for 6pm start - 11pm finish. 

7-9 December   Australian Catholic Youth Festival 

11-14 December   Loyola Senior High School Orientation 

11 December  Reports Distributed  

Yr 5 Primary School Technology Day 

12 December    Parent/Teacher Interviews 8am-2pm 

Yr 5 Primary School Technology Day 

13 December    Sport/Academic Award Ceremony 9.30am 

14 December   Bethlehem Performance  - 7pm  for the School community 

15 December  Last day for students 

18-19 December   Staff Development Days/Pupil Free Days 

 

2018 

22-24 January    School Office open 

22-23 January   Uniform Shop Open 9-1pm 

29 January   Staff returns to prepare for 2018 

30 January   Yr 7 Commence 

31 January    Yr 8-10 Commence 

 7 February    Opening School Mass 10.30am at Our Lady of Victories Church,  

    1788 The Horsley Drive, Horsley Park 

23 February    Swimming Carnival 

27 February    School Photo Day 

 

All events can be viewed through our 
website/upcoming events or you can add our 
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Approved NDIS Provider
Our passionate team at OSAN Ability Assist provide 
supported living services to people with disabilities, older people and 
their carers who are living in their own home or living with others.

Our caring and reliable staff are available to support people as 
requested and required, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

OSAN Ability Assist (an approved NDIS provider) can provide 
assistance with daily living, personal care, domestic care, health needs and 
support you to participate in activities in your local community.

• Personal Care Assistance and Community Nursing Care
• Home Modifi cation
• Community Access and Participation
• Therapeutic Supports e.g. Physiotherapy, Occupational therapy etc.
• Household Tasks/Cleaning/Gardening
• Mobility Equipment
• Plan Management, Support Coordination and Case Management
• Consumables such as incontinence aids

Tel: 1300 7999 41 or 0404 688 777 | Email: info@osanability.com.au | Web: osanability.com.au | NDIS Provider No. 4050012623

OSAN Ability Services
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Reflective Ministry Program 2018 
 
The Institute for Mission is now taking expressions of interest for the Diocese’s 
Reflective Ministry Program 2018. 
  
This is a great opportunity for any of us who are involved in any form of 
service/ministry that is motivated by the Gospel. It offers a chance for learning, 
accompaniment and a further shaping of the means and motivations for our efforts. 
  
The program is offered in two components  
One or other component can be done - OR both - and in any order 
  
Component 1 is offered in the first half of the year and has 12 gatherings 
‘Reflecting on Foundations of Spirituality, Theology and Practical People Skilling’ 
  
Component 2 is offered in the second half of the year and has 12 gatherings 
‘Reflecting on Foundations of Scripture, Servant Leadership and God’s Invitation to 
Mission 
  
Call or contact us now for more info or to express interest in one of the limited places 
for the 2018 Reflective Ministry Program. 
 
Phone on 02 9831 4911 or by email on connect@ifm.org.au. 
 
 
Upcoming IFM Event 
Nov 29 @ Institute for Mission Blacktown — Scripture Reflection Evening led by Dr 
Laurie Woods 
(To register click black band above) 
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School Newsletter Article: 
Adolescent human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination program 
 
 
In early 2017 parents/carers of Year 7 students were asked to provide consent for their children to receive 
three doses of HPV vaccine in the NSW School Vaccination Program.  
 
Most* Year 7 students who have received two doses of HPV vaccine are considered to be fully 
vaccinated and do not require a further dose.   
 
This change is based on recent international studies that show for children aged 9 to 14 years of age, two 
doses of HPV vaccine provide the same protection as three doses, as long as the second dose is given at 
least six months after the first dose. Based on this evidence, the World Health Organization (WHO) now 
recommends a two-dose HPV schedule, and this has already been adopted in comparable countries (i.e. 
the UK, Canada, the United States and New Zealand) and is now being adopted in Australia. 
 
In 2017 Year 7 students were given the second dose of HPV vaccine at least six months after the first 
dose to accommodate the urgent roll-out of the Meningococcal W Response Program to Year 11 and 12 
students. Year 7 students who have received only one dose of HPV this year will be offered their second 
dose in 2018. Parents/carers whose children were vaccinated in 2017 but who still wish for their child to 
receive a third dose of HPV vaccine can access a free dose from their general practitioner (GP). 
 
* Students with significantly impaired immune systems are still recommended to have three doses of HPV 
vaccine. Parents of these students should make arrangements to complete the vaccine course with their 
GP or by calling their local public health unit on 1300 066 055. 
 
More information is available on the NSW Health website at www.health.nsw.gov.au/hpv or by calling your 
local public health unit on 1300 066 055. 

When students are sick 
If a student is sick or injured they need to attend the sickbay located at the student office. 
 
Trained staff will provide first aid to each student and school office staff will contact parents if 
treatment or student pick-up is required. 
 
It is important that students don't contact parents without having been treated in the sickbay. 
This could cause unnecessary confusion for parents and possible delay in treatment. The key 
message here is for students not to text/call parents first, all students need to go to the 
sickbay if they are injured or sick. 

 

 

 

CAPTIVATE Immersion: Gifted & Talented Program (Secondary schools only)  

CAPTIVATE Immersion is a week-long program for talented students which takes place in 
week 8 & 9 of term 4. This program is targeted at exceptional music, dance and drama 
students, enabling them to experience a rigorous program extending and exposing them to 
challenging performance outcomes. 

Auditions for Immersion are week 3 of term 4. For more information & to register for auditions 
please follow this link - https://goo.gl/forms/xjhgHhe0UinUtmz42 

Holy  Hour for Vocations: 24 November 

Everyone is welcome to join the Holy Hour for Vocations from 6:30pm-7.30pm for an hour of 
adoration, prayer, music and quiet time at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, St Marys. For 
information about priesthood in the Diocese of Parramatta and Holy Spirit Seminary, please 
contact Fr John Paul Escarlan, Director of Priestly Vocations, vocations@parra.catholic.org.a 

Ordination to the Diaconate of Galbert Alb ino: 25 November 

Most Rev Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, will be the principal celebrant for 
the Vigil Mass of the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe with the Rite of 
Ordination to the Diaconate of Galbert Albino on Saturday 25 November 2017 at 6.00pm. The 
ordination will take place at Our Lady Queen of Peace Church, 198 Old Prospect Road, 
Greystanes 2145. Light refreshments to follow. RSVP by 17 November 2017 

 From the Bishops Office 


