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2 June 2017 
 
Dear parents and guardians, 
 
As you would be aware there has been a great deal of media reports around the area of 
education funding for schools. In particular these reports have focussed on non-
government schools with a particular reference to catholic schools. 
 
The purpose of writing this statement is to clarify a number of statements made in the 
media that represent misinformation to our communities around the funding issue. 
 
Currently our funding for schools is based on the Socio Economic Status, which is 
based on census figures from 2011. The SES model is not an ideal way of determining 
financial grants to systems. 
 
Funding for catholic schools will grow by an average of 3.7% per annum from 2018-
2021. This is compared to an average growth of 5.2% for government schools and 4.2% 
for independent schools. 
 
The media have highlighted specific points and made generalisations for all catholic 
schools in NSW, which are inaccurate. 
 
At a meeting last week Principals in the Parramatta Diocese were informed that school 
fee increases above the inflation index are highly unlikely. Other dioceses are not in the 
same situation due to their SES status. 
 
As you can see there will be issues around equity if this plan is passed in the Senate. 
 
Please feel confident that our Diocese is addressing this matter and if you wish any 
further clarification please call me. Unfortunately the media have chosen to highlight 
situations that are not relevant to every diocese. 
 
Recently we received our results for St Agnes Catholic High School. 
 
It is with great pleasure I report to you that our results were outstanding and ranked in 
the top two high schools for the Diocese. I would like to thank our staff, student and 
parent communities on achieving these excellent results. 
 
Many of the issues will be addressed as the year progresses, however, it is important to 
celebrate the many achievements that we have worked at. 
 

 
Peter Brogan 
Principal
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From the Assistant Principal 

WANTED - Famil ies to host a Japanese student 
    19-23 August 2017 

Students are aged 16-17 years & speak some English 

What you need to provide: 

• A comfy bed (sharing is fine) 
• 3 meals a day 
• Daily transport to/from St Agnes 

Families are paid $50 per night per student for hosting the student. 

Students attend school on weekdays and enjoy family life with you on the weekend. 

Further information regarding the program visit www.vsociena.com 

or call Takashi ushinohama@vsoceania.com or mobile 0408 468 538 

 
Interested in hosting a student contact Mr Wolffe on 8882 0701 

There has been a lot of discussion lately about how Australia should be doing better in 
Math’s when compared to other countries. Included in this discussion is the trend for Yr11 
and 12 students to drop Mathematics from their pattern of study for the HSC. Many people 
believe that they do not have a ‘math’s brain’. 
 
Research shows us that many people suffer from ‘math’s anxiety’ where their beliefs about 
their ability to cope with math’s problems, affects their performance. This is found across all 
lines of gender, ethnicity and educational background. 
 
There are plenty of men and women out there, including the highly educated, who proudly — 
or shamefacedly — wave the math anxiety flag. Oh yes, that’s me; I don’t have a math 
brain — though the whole idea of a math brain is frowned on by those who study this topic. 
 
There is a general assumption that women are affected more than men, and that math’s 
and math’s anxiety contribute to the barriers that keep women underrepresented in the 
STEM fields. 
 
As far as math anxiety, “many more girls and women than men are anxious,” said Jo Boaler, 
a professor of mathematics education at Stanford, “and we know anxiety holds people 
back — there are still messages out there that math is for boys and not for girls.” Dr. Boaler 
believes the message to all girls and boys, is there’s no such thing as a math’s person. She 
says the popular idea that boys and girls learn differently is “not supported by the 
neuroscientific literature. 
 
What does this mean for us? The answer is that all students can do well in Mathematics. 
But they need to be prepared to go through times where they do not understand some 
things. It is not a problem not to know things, but it is a problem if we give up still not 
knowing. We need to stop treating math’s as a race where the quickest to answer is the 
best. We need much less emphasis on students answering quickly, and more attention to 
teaching math as a visual subject, and as a 
place for creativity. We need to make it more 
about deep conceptual understanding. 
 
“The lovely thing is when you change math’s 
education and make it more about deep 
conceptual understanding, the gender 
differences disappear,” Dr. Boaler said. “Boys 
and girls both do well. 
 
Ken Wolffe 
 



 

 

 From the Acting Religious Education Coordinator 

I have been impressed with the attitude of students over the past two weeks that has seen both NAPLAN and 
Semester One exams conducted in the San Damiano Centre. 
 
The National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy examines the basic skills of students in reading, 
writing, language conventions (grammar and spelling) as well as numeracy (calculator and non-calculator). While 
there were some nervous students, 
 
I am very pleased to report that students applied themselves as best they could, doing us proud with both their 
efforts and their behaviour. We expect the personalized reports to arrive back at school by September and will 
distribute these to families as soon as we can thereafter. NAPLAN assessment reports will help parents to 
compare their child’s performance relative to the Australian national average as well as the average performance 
of their school year group. As a staff, we use this vital data in helping us make changes to our teaching programs 
to suit the needs of individual students as well as whole year groups. 
 
Last week also saw our Year 10 Mathematics Accelerated students attend Loyola Senior High School to sit for 
their Year 11 Preliminary Mathematics Half-Yearly exam as part of the acceleration program. These students got 
to experience sitting for a major exam in a senior school setting and we look forward shortly to some pleasing 
results. 
 
In the last week of term, Semester One reports will be issued to parents at parent-teacher interviews that will be 
held on Wednesday 28 th June.  These academic reports will provide detailed information on the topics, 
outcomes and grades achieved by students across their subjects. The interviews will provide an opportunity for 
students to sit with their Learning Advisor and parents and showcase their digital learning portfolio containing 
work samples of their learning this semester. This is a very important event for the school community and so it is 
expected that all parents attend. 
 
Laurence De Martin 

From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 

Pentecost Reflect ion 
As we lead up to the celebration of Pentecost, we remember the resurrection of Jesus and reflect upon the 
mission of the early Church, the giver of life to the first Christians. The significance of Pentecost marks the 
reconnection between God and His people and the ‘birthday’ of the Christian Church. 
 
In the first sacrament of initiation in Christianity we were baptized in God’s family. We are each given the gift of 
God’s grace to continue living out his mission. It is our duty and response to our baptismal promise to be 
empowered and act upon this gift and express our talents to the world. It is through this recreation of self that we 
can truly live in God’s image. 
Pentecost marks the end of a significant season of the Church. We now prepare ourselves to enter Ordinary time. 
May we continue to be inspired but also challenged to empower ourselves and others to be true disciples of God 
and support the mission on the Church in bringing hope, joy and peace to our brothers and sisters. 
  
I invite you to reflect on the Pentecost story through Visio Divina (Latin for "divine seeing"), a method for praying 
with images. With our culture becoming more and more visually oriented, an intentional way of praying with 
images is needed now more than ever. Visio Divina invites us to see at a more contemplative pace. It invites us 
to see all there is to see, exploring the entirety of the image. It invites us to see deeply, beyond first and second 
impressions, below initial ideas, judgments, or understandings. It invites us to be seen, addressed, surprised, and 
transformed by God who is never limited or tied to any image, but speaks through them. 

A reading from the Acts  of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-11) . 
  
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each. 
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 

  
 



 

 

 

Look carefully at the image and “listen” with your eyes. 
What do you see? 

How does it make you feel? 

What does the image tell me about the love of God? 

What is this image calling me to do in order to bring me closer to God? 

  

God speaks to us through these images:  

• Throughout the Bible, fire symbolises God’s holy presence. Moses in the wilderness saw the bush that 
was burning and yet not consumed. God Himself was in the bush. Later, Israel in the wilderness was 
guided and protected by the pillar of fire. John the Baptist predicted that Jesus would baptize with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. Jesus said that He had come to cast fire upon the earth (Luke 12:49). The final 
place of judgment is the lake that burns with fire forever and ever. Hebrews 12:29 says that our God is a 
consuming fire. 

• Fire brings both heat and light. The heat of fire consumes the all the rubbish and junk, purifying those 
who come in contact with it or destroying it. The heat of fire also pictures the zeal that should mark 
believers, who are to be hot, not lukewarm, in their devotion to Christ (Rev. 3:15-16). The light pictures 
the illumination that God brings to those in spiritual darkness. 

  

Let us pray together, for the gifts of the Holy Spirit: 

  

Wisdom,  
so that I will live my life in harmony with your divine will. 

Knowledge,  
so that I will be open to truth and goodness. 

Good Judgement,  
so that I will make choices that reflect your will. 

Courage,  
so that I will be able to stand up for what is right and just. 

Awe,  
so that I will see the beauty in all of creation. 

Love,  
so that I will be a reflection of your Son in this world that yearns for comfort and peace. 

  

God bless, 

Mary Reyes 
 



 

 

           “Franciscan of the Fortnight” Award 
 
 
 
The Franciscan of the Fortnight Award is a prestigious award that recognises 
the values of St Francis of Assisi today in the areas of service, relationships, 
dedication and prayer life unique to the St Agnes student.  
 
Congratulations to the following recipients of the Franciscan of the Fortnight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7: BREEARNA AYRES (7.1) 
Breearna is always willing to help others, whether it be her peers or the teacher. She is a very capable student 
with any task given to her and displays a modest disposition. Breearna is recognised for her humble attitude, 
just as St Francis did with the community he served. 
 
Year 8:  RUTH NOOL (8.5)  
Ruth is a committed and enthusiastic member of the Catholic Identity and Social Justice leadership team. She 
exuberates positivity and a willingness to be of service to the school in whatever way she is called. Ruth did not 
hesitate to volunteer as a reader/writer when this need suddenly arose. She has a generous spirit always ready 
to serve the community. 
 
Year 9: MICHAEL SAADE (9.6) 
Michael has volunteered his time every morning in the past fortnight to the Breakfast Club. His willingness to 
help and be involved in any task needed is an example of St. Francis today. Michael has demonstrated team 
player qualities and his open and friendly attitude to serve the school community is most commendable. 
 
Year 10: KIRSTY CONNA (10.2) 
Kirsty has been a major driving force behind the Pastoral Care Burger Day and assisting on all school Open 
Nights. She is a team player who consistenly displays fairness in school activities and on the sporting field. 
Kirsty is a friendly, kind and welcoming person who will always try and look for the positives in any adverse 
situation. She is known to be a willing helper when needed. Thank you, Kristy for being a great role model of 
Franciscan values of service and dedication to the St Agnes community! 
 

THE HOLY 
LAND 

EXPERIENCE 
2018 

15 Day Pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land with Rev Fr John 
McSweeney PP  – Departs 
January 6, 2018 

 

For more information regarding 
itinerary and booking visit 

http://www.harvestpilgrims.com/
pilgrimages/our-
pilgrimages/the-holy-land-
experience 



 

 

On Thursday the 18th March, Rabbi Lewin kindly visited our school to talk to Year 
8 students about the Sabbath and its importance. The short and wonderful 
experience allowed us students to learn more about the unit we had been 
studying in Religion class called People of the Covenant.  
 
The Sabbath is a holy resting day in the Jewish week and during that time, you 
are not allowed any work or labour, nor could you operate anything electrical. 
This meant that you could not drive or use any electrical equipment such as 
mobile phones and computers. Rabbi Lewin had explained that during the 
Sabbath, people were not allowed to do any sort of work unless an emergency 
transpires. A day lasts 25 hours for Jewish people. It starts sunset on a Friday 
and ends at sunset on a Saturday. 
  
The Sabbath is being celebrated with three full meals. Jewish families set up a 
feast and clean their house before dinner, as if the queen would be coming over 
for a visit. Rabbi Lewin said they have process before starting their meal. Firstly, 
they drink wine, followed by eating bread and afterwards proceed to consume 
whatever is prepared. After Rabbi Lewin’s presentation, everyone was provided 
with bread to eat.  
  
Rabbi Lewin was quite the infotainer and I thoroughly enjoyed the time he spent talking to us. Everyone learned that 
the Sabbath is an important day to Jewish people, a time to spend honouring God and reflecting that he rested on the 
seventh day of the week after creating the universe. Thank you for teaching us about the Jewish tradition. 
  
Chrystal Aquilizan 8.1 

Year 8 Shabbat with Rabbi Lewin 

This week on Monday, 29th May, Mrs Kitchener from the Board of Jewish 
Education visited St Agnes and shared the Seder meal with us. The Passover 
celebrates The Exodus, the freedom from slavery of the Israelites from Egypt that 
followed the Ten Plagues. 
  
The Seder meal was a great opportunity to experience the Jewish meal of 
Passover. Throughout the demonstration we learnt about the foods of the 
Passover Meal and what they signify. To participate in a demonstration like this 
was a great learning experience. 
       
In the demonstration we followed the steps that occur in the original meal and we 
found out what each found tasted like and what they signified. There were five 
main foods on the plate: The matzah, was the unleavened bread, the charoset, an 
apple, cinnamon, nuts and a bit of wine mix; spinach leaves and parsley, and the 
bitter herbs. Also, at the table was the grape juice and salt water. Towards the end 
of the meal we were all given an egg to eat. 
       
Each ingredient has its own significant meaning relating to the exodus: 

• The matzah represents the hurry the Israelites were in and how they 
couldn't wait for the bread to rise 

• The bitter herbs or maror, include horseradish, vegetables and lettuce, 
which remind us of the harsh times the Israelites faced on their voyage to 
freedom. 

• The charoset represents the mortar that the Israelites used to make bricks 
in Egypt. It also represents the good times they faced because of its 
sweetness. 

• The salt water represents the tears of the Israelites and the wine, or grape 
juice, is considered a royal drink that symbolises freedom. 

• The egg, like our own Easter tradition, represents new beginnings and a 
new life. 

  
We enjoyed the Passover meal demonstration because it was interesting, the meal 
tasted differently than what we expected but most of all, we learnt the significance 
of the Passover story. Thank you Mrs Kitchener for spending your day with us. 
       
Mari Cuasay (9.2)  and Abul Tuil (9.8) 
 

Year 9 Passover Demonstration 



 

 

Parent/Teacher Interview Booking Process 
Appointment times can be made via our website from Wednesday 7 June through the process documented 
below.  
  
Bookings can also be made through our front office (8882 0700) or your child can make an appointment directly 
with his/her Learning Advisor. 
  

1. Visit the school website and click on the link for 'Parent/Teacher interviews 

http://www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au/ 

  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Type in your email  address or Full  
Name 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

3. Enter your name and contact detai ls  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Enter your chi ld ’s  fu l l  name and select 
year level from the drop down menu  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

5. If your child's name already 
appears in this list, check the 
year level and adjust this as 
necessary by cl icking the 
arrows  
 
Click on the Book Interv iews or 
Adjust Interv iews button to 
book or change your interviews 

  

  

  

6. Select the Learning 
Advisor  teacher of your child. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

7. Scroll and select the available 
slot for your preferred time.  The 
green slots are available.  Grey 
slots are unavailable.  As you 
cl ick a green slot it will    turn 
pink and your child's name will 
appear in that time.  You     will 
only be able to book once  with 
each teacher, and only    once in 
each time slot. Once     you have 
selected your      interview slot 
click the        'Save' button 
 
If you change your mind  click 
the pink slot and it will revert   to 
green allowing you to choose   a 
different time slot 
 
 

8. Once saved you will have 
the option of email ing or 
print ing your interview booking 
times.    If you select the email 
option  the schedule is sent to 
the   email address you initially 
entered 

 

  

9.        Repeat the above steps if 
you have more than one child. 

 



 

 

Making Sense of What We Read (Part 3) 
Parts 1 and 2 of this series (in previous newsletters) 
introduced the topic of reading for meaning.  Confident 
readers use a wide variety of strategies to assist them in 
understanding what they are reading. At St Agnes, all 
teachers focus on these skills in whatever subject they 
are teaching. The strategies discussed in Parts 1 and 2 
were 

- Making Predictions 
- Making Connections  
- Questioning 
- Visualising 
- Identifying the writer’s purpose and point of view 
- Identifying the main idea 
- Inferring 

 
This week we continue looking at other strategies that assist with comprehension. 
 
SUMMARISING 
When students are asked to summarise what they have read, it means they have to identify the important 
information or events in a text or part of a text and remember, retell, or record them in a shortened form. 
 
In order to summarise a text effectively, the reader needs to have a clear idea of its structure and to be able to 
differentiate between important points and supporting details. To do this, the reader identifies key words, facts, 
events, or ideas and notes which parts of the text contain the details that go with each of them. When summarising, 
the reader puts the important points into their own words, using language as economically as possible and avoiding 
repetition.  
 
 
ANALYSING AND SYNTHESISING IDEAS 
Analysis and synthesis are more sophisticated or higher level reading strategies. They require the reader to identify 
and reflect on the links between ideas, features, or structures of a text (or texts). Readers also consider how these 
connect with their prior knowledge and experience. 
 
When students take apart a text they have read, examine it from their own viewpoint, and put it back together again, 
they make it their own. When they compare different texts, drawing out similarities and differences and deciding on 
the reasons for these, they create a new web of knowledge. Analysing and synthesising are creative processes that 
can enable readers to take ownership of the texts they read and the ideas and information in them. 
 
 
EVALUATING IDEAS AND INFORMATION 
Thoughtful readers respond to the texts they read in a personal, informed way. They generalise from the ideas and 
information in a text and make judgments about them in the light of their prior knowledge and experience (including 
their experiences of other texts), their cultural values, and their purpose for reading. They examine and evaluate the 
ideas and information in the text and may consequently go on to confirm, extend, or change their personal views.  
 
They may disagree with the message of a text or explain why they find an argument unconvincing (for example, if 
they feel that the writer has used unsound evidence in an attempt to influence or “position” their thinking). As 
students develop information literacy, they learn to recognise 
relevant and valid information, interpret it, and evaluate it in terms of 
its usefulness and reliability. Thoughtful readers also evaluate the 
writer’s style, including their choice of language and other text 
features. 
 
Jane Rutkin 
Literacy Coach 

ARE YOU PLANNING ON LEAVING ST AGNES? 
Parents are reminded of the Catholic Education Policy regarding 
fees if a student leaves before the end of Year 10 
• A term’s notice (10 school weeks)  in writing must be given to the 

principal before the removal of a student or a full term’s fees will 
be payable.  

• If a student leaves the School during a term, no refund will be 
made in respect of the remaining portion of that term. 



 

 

As you know it is very important that children attend school every day. Quite often leave is requested by parents for 
various reasons. While we understand that this may be necessary sometimes, it is not encouraged as every school 
day is important for every child. 
 
If you intend taking your child out of school for five days or more you must make a formal application in writing to me 
and fill out an application for extended leave which is available from the school office. It is important for you to know 
that, depending on circumstances, this leave may not be granted. Each application will be considered on an 
individual basis and could depend on circumstances such as the intention for the leave, your child’s attendance, 
and the impact the leave may have on your child’s academic progress. 
  
These regulations are in place to make sure that your child achieves to his/her full potential and I know you will 
understand the reasoning behind them. 
Lateness to school can be a habit that becomes continuous. It is important that we attend school on time  so that the 
necessary preparations can occur. It is our practice now to record lateness and communicate with parents when we 
see a pattern developing. 

Student Attendance  

WOLF BY WOLF 
 
This novel, written by Ryan Graudin, is set in an alternate universe, ten 
years after the Nazis won the war. The story is about a seventeen-year-old 
Jewish girl named Yael who is seeking revenge after she was used for 
experiments and treated like a piece of dirt in the concentration camps 
during World War II. She is a part of a resistance group and has a goal. 
Yael's goal is to assassinate Hitler, and to do this she needs to get close to 
him. She has a special ability and needs to impersonate someone and win 
the race, which would allow her to finish her goal. Only she has the 
capability to assassinate Hitler and to change the world. 
 
What I like about this novel is that it gives us a scenario of what it would have been like if the Nazis won and how 
things are drastically different from our universe. I also like knowing how the Jewish people felt during the war and 
what they would do if they had the power to change things. The idea of a person that was experimented on getting 
her revenge against the people who committed the despicable acts is thrilling to read.  
 
It shows concepts of revenge and how it influences, pushes and drives us to do things that are beyond our limits. It 
is an enjoyable read that makes us think, which in my opinion is what makes a book great. I would recommend this 
novel to those who love to think about alternate universes and likes the concept of revenge. 
 
John Belocura 

Book Review by John Belocura (Yr 9)  

Parents/carers have the 
responsibility to ensure that 
children in their care between 
the ages of six (6) and 17 
attend school. If your child is 
absent for short periods due to 
medical reasons and you know 
of the intended absence in 
advance please advise the 
school of the date/s of the 
intended absence and provide 
reasons. Otherwise the school 
requires a written explanation 
from the parent/carer for every 
absence on the next day 
following the child’s absence. 
Failure to comply with the 
attendance requirements of the 
Education Act 1990 may result 
in the enrolment contract being 
terminated. 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Year 8 students, in this unit, have completed their ‘toy car’ designs. 
These are great jobs, which our students can be very proud of. Lots of 
designing and practical skill has gone into completing these jobs. 
 
Well done Year 8. 
 
Adam Scarpin 
Technology Teacher 
 

Year 9/10 Elective Timber 

Over the past term and a half, the Students in Elective Timber have 
been busy working on completing their first Woodworking job for the 
year, ‘The Trinket Box’.  
 
They have recently been applying a finish to their jobs, and these will 
be ready to take home soon. 
 
Well done class. 
 
Adam Scarpin 
Elective Timber Teacher 
 

Year 8 Technology Mandatory: The Toy Maker 



 

 

 

Becoming Aurora- Elizabeth Kasmer  
 
Tonight we are wolves. Our pack moves as one, past empty shop fronts and faded billboards.  
 
Sixteen year old Rory, faces many crossroads in her life; friends, 
relationships, guilt and secrets. One moment she is happy and the next she 
had gotten herself into a ‘knot.’  
 
During this book Rory spends a lot of time with her four-year-old brother 
Eddie and her widowed Mother. Caught up with the wrong group of friends 
"Gang" many things went wrong, vandalising, court orders; you name it.  
 
While growing up Rory stood and watched her father paint continuous art 
works, but one day everything changed. Her father passed away. She felt the 
guilt of this.  
 
“Becoming Aurora” is based on Rory herself finding who she really is as 
Aurora not Rory, as her dad always called her Aurora, because of his best 
Goddess work... "Aurora".  
 
Within the book Rory finds her self-unraveling secrets for herself and others. 
She is sent to work in an aged home, where she visits one of the main 
characters, Jack. He is old and creaky, injured and laying in a dark room with 
a picture of Jesus on his wall. While she is there she learns so much from him 
that she realises more and more secrets. Keeping it was her only problem.  
 
Once the story began I was lost in Rory's world, sympathising with everything that happened to her during her life. 
The story begins with the sixteen year old and her childhood best friend, Cam. Her and Cam grew up together and 
are very fond of each other. One small mistake and it could risk their entire friendship; going over to each other’s 
house of an afternoon became a routine. But one day everything changed, no more company from either of them; 
all because of a boy. 
 
This book is set in Queensland, Australia, the language and the slang gives it away. The scenic viewpoints in this 
book express a true Aussie setting. The scorching summer weather, with a splash of rain during Christmas time, 
the sandy beaches and then rainy days all showcase Australia's vast range of weather conditions. The story itself 
traps you in the world Rory is living in; the use of imagery widens our imagination.   
 
I would recommend this book for students from Year 8 and above, along with young Adults. The book is filled with 
a lot of life drama and how Rory as a sixteen year old over comes everything that is blocking her. This teaches us 
independence and a cultural strength. That is why I would recommend this for an older audience since they are 
more mature to understand what is happening.  
 
My overall review on this book is that it's a very captivating book, allowing the reader to basically go on the journey 
with Rory.  
 
Book rating: ⭐⭐⭐⭐ out of 5 stars.  

Book Review by Callandra Jane (Yr 9)  

The extensive media coverage of terrorist attacks, violence, conflict, and war in the international community 
means that many children these days are aware of world events as they unfold. Parents are faced with the 
challenge of explaining traumatic violent events to children. These are difficult but extremely important 
conversations that give parents and teachers a chance to reassure children that they are safe and secure. These 
conversations also provide an opportunity to model skills in how to cope with distressing events and manage 
difficult feelings, and to help children make sense of complex events and develop their understanding of the 
world.  

Valuable information can be found by clicking the link on each topic below or by following this link 

• Key points 

• What age should children be before we have these conversations? 

• Signs that children are feeling distressed 

• What adults can do to help 

Guidelines for Talking with Children about Terrorism  



 

 

Over the past week both Year 8TM and 
Elective Food Technology have been 
completing practical assessments in class. 
  
Year 8TM  
The Year 8 Technology Mandatory ‘Food 
Around The World’ students have 
researched a country of their choice to learn 
about the country's food habits and 
celebrations. They have then chosen a dish 
from the country and created this in a 
practical lesson. Well-done Year 8!  
 
  
  
  
 

St Agnes Masterchefs 

Year 9/10 Elect ive Food Technology 
This Term the Elective Food Technology students were given a “Masterchef Challenge” for their practical assessment 
task. 
  
The students could make any dish that they wanted as long as they stuck to three rules: - 
1) They could not spend over $20 
2) They had to make the dish (including preparation and cleaning) in 75 minutes 
3) The dish had to include Greek Yoghurt 
  
The students created and presented some delicious savoury and sweet dishes in the time provided. Congratulations 
Elective Food Technology students! 
  
Rachel Vincent 
Food Technology Teacher 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
www.floralexpressions.com.au 
  Thank you to our sponsors! 

www.prc.catholic.edu.au 

@prcparra            @prcparra 

One of the most frequent questions Kidspot parenting expert Dr Justin Coulson is asked is ‘How can I help my child 
become resilient?” Friendship problems, bullying, physical changes and parenting styles are just some of the issues that 

can affect our children’s ability to bounce back from difficulty and adapt to challenging situations.  

Helping our children develop resilience can have lifelong effects. 

DR JUSTIN COULSON
RAIS ING RESILIENT CHILDREN 

WHEN:  Monday, 29 May 2017 (Doors open 6.30pm for 7:00pm start)

WHERE: Catholic Learning Communities of St John XXIII – St Mark’s College,
Meeting will be held in the staff room – entry via main school foyer.

160 Perfection Ave, Stanhope Gardens (parking available)

The PRC General Meeting will be held prior to our seminar.

What others have to say:    
“…an engaging and dynamic presenter…”   

“…are we getting him back next year? He’s fantastic!..” 
 

FREE PARENT/CARER SEMINAR! 
 

Registrations are open – visit: 
www.prc.catholic.edu.au/news‐events 

 
 

 

2017 Calendar of Events  
ALL PARENTS AND FRIENDS ARE WELCOME! 

Term Meeting Date & Time Venue Presentation  Topic Presenters 
1 Mon 27 Feb 2017, 7:00pm Gilroy College, 

11-37 Marie St, Castle Hill 
Raising Responsible Digital 
Citizens 

Leonie Smith 
(The Cyber Safety Lady) 
 

2 Mon 29 May 2017, 7:00pm Catholic Learning 
Community of St John 
XXXIII, Stanhope Gardens, 
160 Perfection Ave, 
Stanhope Gardens 
 

Raising Resilient Children  Dr Justin Coulson 
Family Psychologist & 
Parenting Expert 
 
 
 

3 Mon 21 Aug 2017, 7:00pm St Patrick’s Primary 
School, 
Villiers Street, Parramatta 

Every Learner Every Day 
 

 

Paul Eston 
Director Performance 
Catholic Education Diocese 
Parramatta 

4 Mon 13 Nov 2017, 7:00pm Diocesan Assembly Centre, 
Cnr Marian Street & 
Flushcombe Rd, Blacktown 

Enterprise Strategy & 
Provisioning Schools 

Mark Holyoake 
Director Enterprise 
Catholic Education Diocese 
Parramatta 

 
   

ALL Presentations occur during the PRC General Meeting.  Doors Open at 6.30pm for 7:00pm. 
 

 

Working collaboratively with schools and parents, the PRC provides additional opportunities for parents to 
become involved in their child’s school community and learning journey. With access to information and 
educational opportunities via parent forums and guest speakers, parents can become active participants in their 
child’s schooling. 
 
The PRC provides you with helpful links to resources and support.  We encourage and welcome your feedback 
and suggestions, because we are your elected representatives! 
 
Check with your  school principal about how to get involved! 

Parent Representative Council 

Six ways to protect your  
privacy online 

 
As a timely reminder, the Office of the Children's 
eSafety Commissioner has published a blog on 
methods to protect privacy online. They are simple 
measures we can take to protect ourselves and 
remind our children about. 
 
Click here to read some ways you can protect your 
information, and limit the amount of tracking by 
advertisers. 

SCHOOL FEES 
We have been advised by the Catholic Education 

Diocese of Parramatta that School Fee 
Statements have only been posted out to families 
on Monday 22 May via Priority Mail. Accordingly, 
the CEDP have extended the due date for Term 2 
school fees to 12/6/2017 and unless you are on an 

approved payment arrangement, we would 
appreciate payment by this date. 



 

 

 

This year St Agnes entered an Under 14’s team to contest the annual Panther Trophy at a 
Gala Day. The under 14’s age group was one of the larger nominated age groups with 15 
schools from around the Penrith district entered.  
 
Opposing schools in our pool consisted of Katoomba, Erskine Park, Jamison High 
Schools and Chifley Mt Druitt Campus. 
 
The boys had one full training session together before the Gala Day and had not played 
any trials or games, so the day was designed to help us form combinations and structure 
of team plays.  
 
We played Mt Druitt Chifley first who as expected, had a large playing group, both in size 
and number. Handling errors in the first half cost our team an opportunity to score any 
points and do ‘too much’ tackling. This ultimately cost us the win with an 8 point score line 
in favour of Chifley Mt Druitt. Our try-scorer for the game was Mahina Taiki. 
 
With a chance to reflect on our errors made in the first game, our next opposition was 
Katoomba. The boys played exceptionally well, fixing up defence weaknesses and 
keeping possession of the ball a lot better. Tries to Billy and Samuel from Year 7, and 
Tyrese Tatolo and Mahina from Year 9 saw us victors by 20-6. 
 
The boys were down on energy coming into the third game, which was reflective with 
some costly errors from simple plays like not stopping the ball from the kick off. Erskine 
Park were good enough to capitalise on these errors and ran out 3 tries to 1, winners, a 
game we were capable of winning, but more experience together will ensure silly errors 
are not made in the future. Our lone try was scored once again by Mahina. 
 
Being 1 win and 2 losses to date, we needed a big score line to give us any hope of 
advancing to the semi-finals.  A 48-4 win in the final game allowed us to finish 2 from 4 
from our first run together for the year, but didn’t allow us to progress to the next round. 
 
Some exceptional performances were exhibited by Mahina, Samuel Fuimanono, Jarvis 
Paluch and Tyrese but a congrats and well done to all the boys who represented St 
Agnes with pride and respectful conduct on the day.  
 
Chris Chavez 
Coach 
 
 
 

 
 
 
     Team Members 

 

CHRIST 
CATHOLIC 
COLLEGE 

COMMUNITY  
OF SCHOOL 

  
St Agnes  
Catholic High School 
Evans Road 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 8882 0700 
Fax: 02 8882 0790 
  
St Clare’s  
Catholic High School 
175 Buckwell Drive 
Hassall  Grove 
Ph:   02 9835  2466 
Fax: 02 9835 2539 
  
  
Loyola Senior 
High School 
91 North Parade 
Mt Druitt 
Ph:   02 9832  4455 
Fax: 02 9832 1839 

  
  

a diverse  
community  
learning  
together  

Bona Taiki 

Pati Falaniko 

William Palaki 

Samuel Fuimaono 

Tomasi Tupou 

Sosefo (Jo) Mafi 

Benedict Talione 

Kenneth Manuao 

Jarvis Paluch 

 
 

Levi Sing 

Dwayne Tukala 

Mahina Taiki 

Alifeleti Latu 

Tyrone Ernest-West 

Billy Taupau 

Tyrese Tatolo 

Fares Jowhari 

John Toma 
	

Panther Trophy  



 

 

     

 

OUR PARISHES 
  
St Aidan’s  
9 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625  8404 
  
  
Sacred Heart  
23 Nelson Street 
Mt Druitt South 
Ph:   02 9625  8847 
  
  
Holy Family  
254 Luxford Road 
Emerton 
Ph:   02 9628  7272 
  
  
St John Vianney’s  
17 Cameron Street 
Doonside 
Ph:   02 9622  3426 
  

 

OUR  

PARISH 
SCHOOLS  
  
St Aidan’s Primary  
1-5 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625 3181 
Fax: 02 9625 5612 
  
  
Sacred Heart Primary 
23 Nelson Street 
Mt Druitt South 
Ph:   02 9625  8733 
Fax: 02 9832 2258 
  
  
Holy  Family Primary 
Weber Crescent 
Emerton 
Ph:   02 9628 9232 
Fax: 02 9628 9589 
  
  

St John Vianney’s 
Pr imary 
17 Cameron Street 
Doonside 
Ph:   02 9831 1817 
Fax: 02 9831 6430 

  
  

a diverse  
community  
learning  
together 

  

From the Bishops Office  

CALL 13 19 01 OR VISIT DEFENCEJOBS.GOV.AU

Open Day at the Australian Defence Force 
Academy (ADFA) is an ideal opportunity 
for you to see this unique, world class 
training and educational facility. If you are 
interested in combining a challenging and 
exciting career in the Australian Defence 
Force and wish to study a degree then you 
should come along and find out more. 

DFRC Parramatta will be providing a free 
bus which will leave from Defence Force 
Recruiting: 9 George Street Parramatta 
NSW 2150 at 7am and will return at 6pm.

To book a seat on the bus please RSVP 
to CPTNSW@dfr.com.au and advise 
number of places required. Up to 2 family 
members can attend with you. 

Once you have registered your interest 
with an RSVP we will send out the 
necessary paperwork to come along  
on the bus. Places are strictly limited  
so get in quick.

ADFA OPEN DAY
Saturday 26th August 2017

Vigi l  of Pentecost: 3 June 
The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth cordially invite YOUTH (age 18-35) to join us for 
Celebration of the Vigil of Pentecost on Saturday, 3rd June 2017 at 6:00 pm. Join us also 
for the pizza at 8:00pm. Holy Spirit Convent, 120 Capuchin Way, Plumpton. RSVP: Sr 
Paula by 1st June, e-mail: vocationscsfn@gmail.com mob: 0449 656 406 
 
Time for Us to go on a Date: 3 June 
An evening for couples to dance, dine and prayer together at Mount Schoenstatt. Includes 
an input on male leadership, a lesson in ballroom dancing, formal dinner and prayer. 
Saturday 3rd June from 5pm - 10pm. Investment: $150. For more information or to register: 
Sr M Julie Brcar ISSM, tel 0408 728 334  juliebrcar@gmail.com   and 
 https://www.facebook.com/events/376209752754089/ 
 
Pentecost Vigi l :  3 June 
PENTECOST VIGIL MOUNT ST BENEDICT CENTRE 2017. From earliest times Christians 
have gathered on the eve of the Feast of Pentecost to solemnly implore and invoke the 
presence of the Spirit. “Come now, my heart, sing the 
glory of the Spirit!” says the early Christian community. You are invited to gather at Mt St 
Benedict Chapel for this Vigil Prayer of the Church with its readings, hymns, psalms and 
symbols. 
WHEN: Saturday 3 June; 4.00-5.00pm 
BOOKINGS BY: Wednesday 31 May 
email: mtstbenedict@goodsams.org.au; phone: 02 9484 6208 
 
LIFTED Leadership Seminar 2017: 3-4 June 
Catholic Youth Parramatta is hosting a weekend of formation, training and sharing for 
aspiring and active leaders from parishes and schools between the ages of Year 11 and 30 
years of age – “Develop, Grow, Inspire for Mission” at the funky Atura Hotel, 32 Cricketers 
Arms Rd, Prospect. The program begins at 10am on Saturday and includes a conference 
dinner with Bishop Vincent. It continues on Sunday and concludes with a Parish Mass in 
the evening. There is a heavily discounted registration cost of $50 for all meals but we are 
limited to 70 participants. Register through James Camden, Director of Catholic Youth 
Parramatta, jcamden@parra.catholic.org.au 
 
Grace & Silence Retreat Day for Young Women: 10 June 
A Silent retreat day for vocation discernment to marriage & family life, single life or 
consecrated life. Commences with an input. The day can be used as a general recollection 
day. Cost $30 includes morning, lunch, afternoon tea and materials. Saturday 10th June 


