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Diary Dates  
 
 
12 September 
Captivate Dance Festival 
 
15 September 
Staff Spirituality Day – No 
supervision available for 
students 
NSWCCC Athletics 
Homebush 
 
18 September  
PDSSSC Girls 
Basketball Competition 
 
22 September 
Term 3 Concludes 
 
9 October   
Term 4 Commences 
 
11 October 
St Francis of Assisi Day 
 
20 September 
Staff Development Day 
 
23 Oct -3 November 
Yr 10 & Stage 5 Elective 
Exam Block 
 
6-13 November 
Yr 7-9 Exam Block 
 
13 November 
Yr 7 Vaccinations 
Yr 8 Aline Campbelltown 
Excursion 
 

8 September 2017 
 
 
 
When my brother and I were small, my father being a carpenter built us our first 
house. My father constructed it day by day, board by board, every day after work.  
 
Our youth did not deter him from giving us jobs. He tied empty nail aprons around 
our waist, placed large magnets in our hands, and sent us on daily patrols around  
the building site, carrying our magnets only centimetres off the ground. 
 
One look at our tools and you could guess what our jobs were; Stray nail collectors. 
 
One look at ours as parents and teachers and the same can be said. Brick by brick, 
life by life, God is creating a kingdom, a "spiritual house"(1Peter 2:5) 
 
He entrusted all of us with a key task in the project. Examine your tools and discover 
it. Your ability unveils your destiny. 
 
 
 

 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 
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From the Assistant Principal 
NAPLAN 
Recently we received our results from the 2017 NAPLAN tests. These findings provided a 
snapshot of how each state and how we as a nation performed. St Agnes is very proud of 
our results, which compare favourably with any school in the Diocese. 
 
Every year, a great deal of media attention is given to NAPLAN and unfortunately, some of 
this is negative. This year, Year 9 results will also determine if students are eligible for the 
HSC in 2020. If they did not receive a Band 8 result this year, there are numerous 
opportunities for the students to demonstrate that they have met the standard in Years 10- 
12. 
 
To produce more literate and numerate students, the focus has to shift from NAPLAN to 
more effective teaching and learning of literacy and numeracy. The saying is, ‘It takes a 
village to raise a child’, which applies to how we approach the education of your child. We 
are all teachers of every young person we deal with. We should never waste any 
opportunity we have to extend the literacy and numeracy of young people. 
 
Here are some suggestions you could employ with your children: 
· Take every opportunity for your child to read, at home or when you are shopping 
· Ask them what a piece of writing is saying 
· Ask them if there is a meaning ‘between the lines’? 
· Estimate the length, weight or volume of an item they can then measure 
· Measure out the ingredients when cooking something as simple as muffins and then work 

out the finishing time 
· Convert digital time to analog time 
· Estimate the total cost of 2 or more items and then actually calculate the cost mentally 
· Work out how much change will be received. 
 

Ken Wolffe 

SCHOOL FEES 
The Year 10 Formal is approaching, parents are reminded that the School Fee account 
must be paid in full or else a suitable arrangement regarding the finalisation of the 
account must be in place for the formal ticket to be authorised. 

DO YOU PLAN LEAVING ST AGNES? READ THIS 
 (CEDP Policy)  

 
Parents are reminded of the Catholic Education Department Parramatta Policy regarding 
fees if a student leaves before the end of Year 10. 
· A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing must be given to the principal before the 
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable. 
· If a student leaves the school during a term, no refund will be made in respect of the 
remaining portion of that terms fees. 

CHANGE OF DETAILS 
As a reminder there may be occasions we need to call ‘home’ e.g. sick child, school 
emergency. We require up to date contact information for all students. If you have 
recently changes your details please complete this form and return it to school. 
 
Student Name: ___________________________________ Home Class: _____________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: ______________________________ 
 
Mother work: ________________________________   
 
Father work: _________________________________ 



 

 

From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 
Australian Mathematics Trust Competit ion 
On Thursday 27 July students from Years 7-10 took part in the annual Australian Mathematics Trust Competition. 
Over 10 000 students competed in this prestigious competition from schools around Australia and overseas.  
 
Jesse Gonzalez, of Year 9, is to be commended for receiving a Distinction award as well as the Best in School 
Award winner. This is a great achievement and Jesse is to be congratulated on this excellent result. Thirty-one 
students received a Credit award, forty-six a Profiency award and fifthteen a Participation award. Listed below are 
the Credit award recipients. 
 
Year 7: Mark DeGuzman, Marc Gabarda, Jacob Kapustic, Andrew Mansour, Andrew Padrilan, Rita                     

El-Ghossein, Emil Balajan, Jessica Yousif and Breearna Ayers 
 

Year  8:  Anatsan Vimalathasan, Robert Apostol, Prince Martin Gonzales, Alecksandra Favor, Ben Toohill, Mikko 
Martin, Julian Lapus, Prabeena Kilberd, Farida Zaheer, Christina Abi Chemouni and Stephanie 
Derjani 

 

Year 9:    Elijah San-Pascual, Kiera Everingham, Jonathan Israel, Evan Tecson and Vaituloto Mauia 
 

Year 10: Arunbert Albert Jeyathasan, John El-Ghossein, Hanok Basaznew, Eric Regalado, Juan Sausa and 
Jordan Petersen 

 
All award recipients are to be congratulated on their efforts. 
 

Years 9 &10 – 2018 Elective Subject Selections 
All Years 8 & 9 students should have submitted their two elective subjects that they wish to study in Years 9 & 10 
respectively, during 2018.  
 
For Year 8 students, this is an important time since they begin to make choices that shape their educational 
pathways, while for Year 9 students, they too, are given the choice whether they wish to continue with their 
current electives or try new ones. I will be allocating subjects automatically to students who have yet to submit 
their choices.  
 
There is no guarantee that all courses offered will run in 2018, with student selections determining which ones 
will be delivered.  
 
Early in Term 4, students will be notified via Moodle of the elective courses they have been placed in. 
 
Laurence De Martin  



 

 

   

 From the Religious Education Coordinator 
Pray with us through the Gospel of Matthew 
Join us and pray with us in our Mission Goal as we learn 
more about Jesus and the theme of service through our 
weekly scripture reflections. The scripture focus on the 
Gospel of Matthew for Week 6 is “Jesus Heals the 
Paralyt ic ” (Mt 9:1-8). 
 
And just then some people were carrying a paralysed 
man lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, he said 
to the paralytic, “Take heart,  son; your  sins are 
forgiven.” Then some of the scribes said to themselves, 
“This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, perceiving their 
thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For 
which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, 
‘Stand up and walk’? But so that you may know that the 
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he 
then said to the paralytic—“Stand up, take your bed and 
go to your home.” And he stood up and went to his home. 
When the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and 
they glorified God, who had given such authority to human beings. 
 
Here are a few helpful points for our reflection this  week:  

• This paralytic is lowered through the roof by his friends. Good friends brings their friends to Jesus. 
• Jesus says to him, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” Imagine Jesus saying this to you? Notice 

how Jesus puts the man at ease. There is this sense, that “everything is gonna be alright.” 
• The Scribes are talking to themselves saying, “This man is blaspheming.” Who are the Scribes? The 

Scribes are the guardians of the Law, they spend their days thinking about theology. 
• The Scribes realise that this is a claim of deity. Only God can forgive sins, and any other claim is pure and 

utter blasphemy. Only God can forgive sins, and Jesus is making that claim. 
• Anyone can say “your sins are forgiven.” You can’t see it. You can’t feel it. You can’t touch it. But no one 

can say to someone who is obviously and verifiably paralysed, “Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” 
Jesus is speaking in the present tense. The paralytic man’s sins are forgiven now, not later. 

•  
Sacramental Program 

I’d like to extend this invitation once again to any St Agnes student who is interested in completing 
the Sacrament of Baptism, Reconciliation, Holy Communion and Confirmation this year. We have a 
small group of participants so far and will start the Sacramental Program next term over 6 weeks. If 
you’d like more information, please email myself at mreyes7@parra.catholic.edu.au to express your 
interest or to contact the school on 8882 0700. I encourage our parents to have this conversation 
with your child if you have been thinking about their initiation to the Catholic Church or completion 
of sacraments. I look forward to your response soon. 
 
Austral ian Catholic Youth Festival Update 

St Agnes is going to ACYF Sydney 2017! 
 
This year, St Agnes have been very busy promoting the Australian Catholic 
Youth Festival to our Year 9 and 10 students that will be held between the 7th - 
9th December. With 41 students and 6 teachers registered, this event is 
promised to be an exciting and life changing experience for our young people. 
 
What is ACYF? 
The Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) is a national gathering of Catholic young people established by the 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC). It exists to provide young people with opportunities to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus, be empowered to be disciples in the world today and encounter and celebrate the 
vitality of the Church in Australia. 
The Archdiocese of Sydney is hosting the event from December 7th-9th 2017 on behalf of the ACBC. The Festival 
receives collaborative support from the agencies of the Archdiocese, and greater Sydney dioceses of Broken Bay, 
Parramatta and Wollongong. In December 2017 the Festival will launch the Year of Youth, celebrating ten years on 
from hosting World Youth Day 2008. 
 
What is the purpose of ACYF? 
The Australian Catholic Youth Festival exists to: 

• Provide a high quality formative and experiential opportunity for young Catholics to encounter Jesus 
Christ, in the context of the Catholic Church in Australia; 

• Listen to and discuss the issues and challenges in the lives of young Catholics in Australia; 



 

 

                    Christ, in the context of the Catholic Church in Australia; 
• Listen to and discuss the issues and challenges in the lives of young Catholics in Australia; 
• Evangelise young people and empower them to be evangelisers; 
• Provide young people with local examples and connections of vocations, social action, liturgy and 

prayer, catholic music and catechesis. 
•  

In preparation for this wonderful experience, St. Agnes staff also known as Faith In Action Team leaders 
(FIAT) attended the ‘ACYF Unleashed: Vital Preparation for our Biggest Youth Festival’ on the 24th of August 
held at Padre Pio Glenmore Park Parish and received all the necessary information to ensure this event will be a 
safe, enjoyable and unforgettable experience for our students. As we networked and connected with other high 
school’s attending ACYF, we also found out where St. Agnes fitted in with the new Catholic Youth Parramatta 
(CYP) structure, and so I am proud to announce that St. Agnes is part of the Central Deanery! 
 
Last week, our St Agnes ACYF team gathered together for 
a 2 hour formation session held at school and led by our 
FIAT’s. Mr Sadsad and Miss Valleri taught the group a 
song called the ‘Happy Day’ dance and was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all! The session was very informative and 
excitement was definitely building up. Miss Valleri shared 
her pilgrimage experience from WYD Krakow 2016 and 
shed much inspiration on the challenges, joys and 
discoveries that come with pilgrimage and opening oneself 
up to an experience with God. Miss Raad gave each 
student a letter from Pope Francis, inviting all young people 
to take the risk and live a life with courage and trust in a 

crazy God who seeks to encounter us in the most unexpected 
places, people and things. Pope Francis is calling all of us to 
greater solidarity as a human family and this begins in our own 
hearts, where God is ready to heal, change and transform our 
lives in order to do the same for those we encounter every day. 
 
Our next ACYF formation day with our  new Central 
Deanery group wil l  be held next Wednesday, 13th 
September at Patr ician Brothers College, Blacktown 
from 4:30 to 6:30pm. All ACYF participants have received a 
permission note regarding this event. Thank you for your support 
to yet another formation day for our young people. 
I’d like to extend my thanks to our St. Agnes FIAT leaders - 
Mr Sadsad, Miss Valleri ,  M iss Raad, Miss Libri  and Mr 

Madigan for their commitment in the preparations and formation sessions vital in supporting our young people 
on this journey with God. We are blessed at St. Agnes to have enthusiastic, dedicated and compassionate 
teachers who are just as excited to share in this truly special opportunity to know Christ more. 
 
Feast of St. Francis  of Assis i 
In Term 4, Week 1 Wednesday 11th October, St Agnes will be celebrating the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. We 
will begin the official celebrations with a Mass at 9:30am and extend this invitation to all of our parents and 
guardians. As tradition at St. Agnes, our multiculturalism has always been the heart of what truly makes St Agnes 
an inclusive and vibrant learning community.  
 
To continue this Multicultural Feast tradition, we will be holding different stalls of cultural food to be purchased on 
the day as we ‘Eat Around the World’. If you would like to assist us on this day, we are seeking your support in 
donating or providing a food service that will ensure the success of this day. Please contact the school office or 
by email to mreyes7@parra.catholic.edu.au. Your support is so greatly appreciated. 
 
God bless, 
Mary Reyes 
 



 

 

Pope Francis’ letter to all young people 

 
You are invited to an  

Open House  

of the new premises for the  

Baabayn Aboriginal Corporation  

at 252 Luxford Road, Emerton,  

in the grounds of the Holy Family Parish 

 

12th September, 2017 

from 10.30 – 12 noon 

 

Light refreshments will be served 

The unveiling of the official logo will take place at 11.45am 

The NSW Youth Advisory 
Council (YAC) plays an 
important role in guiding NSW 
Government policy and raising 
the views of young people.

Applications are particularly 
sought from children and 
young people from diverse 
backgrounds, life experiences 
and from different locations 
around the State.

The YAC provides a direct 
avenue of communication 
between young people and 

the NSW Government. The YAC 
meets regularly throughout 
the year to provide advice to 
the Minister responsible for 
Youth and to the Advocate for 
Children and Young People 
on issues, policies and laws 
that affect children and young 
people in NSW.

The 12 YAC members, aged 
between 12 and 24, come 
from all over the State and are 
representative of the diversity of 
young people living in NSW.

Apply NOW to be considered 
for a position on the

NSW Youth Advisory Council
2018

Hurry! Applications close 30th Sep 2017

NSW Advocate for Children and Young People
Ground Floor, 219-241 Cleveland Street, 
Strawberry Hills NSW 2012

Learn more about the YAC and its role at www.acyp.nsw.gov.au/yac2018

Feel free to contact the office on
(02) 9248 0970
acyp@acyp.nsw.gov.au

Apply online now at www.acyp.nsw.gov.au



 

 

STAFF SPIRITUALITY DAY 
FRIDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 2017 

Students are NOT required to attend school. 
No student supervision will be available. 

 Commerce Stalls 
On the 15 August, Mr Sadsad’s Commerce class set up 
four market stalls around the school grounds. These 
businesses sold a variety of food items to the rest of the 
school community, ranging from pizza, kebabs, fish, hot 
chips, and cakes. At the end of this day, each individual 
group was highly successful as we all reached our 
primary goal of gaining profit.  
 
Through the completion of this assessment task, my 
classmates and I gained several business skills as we 
learnt to organise, manage and run our very own market 
stall. Although we all found the day exhausting and 
extremely stressful due to the multiple complications, it 
was a great experience, allowing us to bond and work 
with one another.  
 
This day could not have been possible without the help of 
the entire student body and the many teachers, who 
supported each stall by purchasing their items. Thanks 
especially to the parents and families who purchased, 
prepared and transported the products to the school, 
throughout the day. 
 

 Evana Mansour 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY 
FRIDAY 20 OCTOBER 2017 

Students are NOT required to attend school. 
No student supervision will be available. 



 

 

 Girls Rugby League State Finals 
On Thursday 24 August, St Agnes were represented by an 
outstanding talented team of girls playing 9-a-side Rugby 
League at the State Finals. 
 
To reach this stage, the girls were successful in winning the 
Penrith District Gala Day, before progressing through to the 
Western Division Gala Day where they beat the best teams 
from the Canterbury, Parramatta and West Tigers districts.  
 
To appreciate their efforts furthermore, the team had to be 
entered into the Under 16 age group for these days but 95% 
of the St Agnes team are only 14-15 years old.  
Unfortunately, not all team members made the early 
departure from school on the grand final day so we played 
the State Finals with only 11 players (3 games, including the 
finals, with only 10 players) 
 
St Agnes were present as the Western Sydney regional 
representative winners and were up against other schools 
from the Hunter region (Callaghan College), Southern 
region (Ulladulla HS), Sydney Metro (Woolooware HS) and 
a Western Sydney wildcard entry (Dunheved HS). 
 
Our first game was against Callaghan and a try just before 
the full-time siren to Solo Tafau allowed us to earn a 3 tries 
to 2 victory in a tough first game. Other try-scorers in this 
game were Litia and Kathleen. 
 
We were drawn against Woolooware in the next game that 
was coached by NSW and Australian Jillaroo player Alana 
Ferguson. Some damaging runs and 2 tries to Solo and a 
try each to Tyla and Sheila allowed us to get a good result 
with a 20-8 victory. 
 
Our final pool game was against Ulladulla, who we would 
eventually play in the Grand Final, who possessed some 
strong runners and skilful ball players, very much like our 
team. Tyla Amiatu blitzed this game with a hat trick of tries 
as a standout that ended with a 4 tries to 3 victory over 
Ulladulla. Levita was our other try-scorer in this game. 
 
The 3 victories meant St Agnes finished first in our pool and 
we were up against the wildcard entry of Dunheved HS. The 
‘local’ derby was always going to be an interesting game 
with the girls up against teammates from their weekend 
team. Even though we were starting to run out of petrol, 
with only 1 reserve on the bench, another double to Tyla 
and a try, again, to Solo saw the girls run out 14-4 victors. 
The team were on their way to another state grand final. 
 
For all those that were lucky enough to see the ‘live stream’ 
of the game, they witnessed a grand effort from all team 
members, some of whom were playing injured and just 
about everyone now running on low fuel. Ulladulla had 
fresher players, played very strongly, skilfully and were 
footy smart, scoring a 3 tries to 1 victory. They thoroughly 
deserved their title but as was seen through the preliminary 
games where we beat them, under different circumstances, 
the result could definitely have been different.  
 
The sportsmanship and bond between the two teams at the 
conclusion of the final showed, not only the beautiful nature 
of the girls representing St Agnes, but how to handle defeat 
and disappointment in such a big game.  



 

 

This year St Agnes has the 2nd best 16-year-old 9-a-side girls rugby league team in NSW, a herculean effort that began 
3 gala days ago with a team of underage players.  
 
St Agnes’ MVP for the day was Tyla Amiatu. Other notable performances on the day were Katalina Vave and Solo 
Tafau. 
 
Well done and congratulations to the following team members on the day; Sheila Asiata, Katie Asiata, Josefina Mataele, 
Maopotasi Tupou, Lavita Taulia, Litia Lausii, Tyla Amiatu, Rachel Ika, Katalina Vave, Solo Tafau, Kathleen Sikuea 
 
Other members throughout the season who contributed to allowing the team to progress through each level were Otile 
Manakofua, Leduina Piliae, Taumatina Natini, Rosalina Mauava, Gemini Togatuki, Nisreen Esho 
 
Christopher Chavez 
Coach 

On 25 August Year 10 went on a Geography 
excursion to Long Reef Point and Dee Why 
Beach. Although the weather conditions 
weren’t perfect it was still considered an 
amazing day by our Year 10 students. 
 
Our first stop was at Long Reef Point where 
we overlooked the coastline from it’s scenic 
cliff top lookout and saw some of Australia’s 
beautiful coastal landforms, all the way to 
Palm Beach. This was where we had the 
opportunity to eat our lunch and soak up 
some of the most scenic views that Sydney 
has to offer. We also managed to preview 
some of the management strategies put in 
place to protect the beaches, as we 
overlooked many groynes, sand dunes and 
sea walls. 
 
We got back on the bus and travelled about 5 
minutes to Dee Why Beach. We were shown 
the different management strategies put in 
place at Dee Why to manage and preserve 
the beach. We learnt that sand dunes are 
versatile and can be used as a natural 
management strategy, which is effective in 
trapping the sand in the roots of the 
vegetation. This way the sand is not carried 
by the strong winds we experienced into the 
streets of Dee Why.  
 
Year 10 also got the opportunity to sit on the 
rock platforms, overlooking Dee Why’s rock 
pools and waters. It was here where we 
spotted some of Dee Why’s coastal wildlife, 
including seagulls, fish, sea snails and crabs. 
 
Overall it was a great experience for the Year 
10’s as we not only got to soak up the 
beautiful views but also grasp a deeper 
understanding of the importance about 
conserving the beautiful coastline of 
Australia. 
 

 Taylah Lee and Paige Carriglio 

Yr 10 Students 

 Year 10 at Dee Why Beach & Long Reef Point 



 

 

 
 
 
 

On 22nd August over fifty St Agnes students performed at the annual PDSSSC Dance competition held at the Joan 
Sutherland Performing Arts centre in Penrith. 
  
This term the Dance Elective students engaged in the unit, On Stage. This unit focuses on the development of 
movement and different dance styles. The ‘On Stage’ assessment task included students having to co-choreograph 
and perform a routine in front of an audience. The Dance Elective students were a credit to St Agnes and produced 
commendable performances in the following dance styles, Jazz, Contemporary and Hip Hop. 
  
Three Dance Elective students participated in the Solo dance category, Sarah Price, Elyse O’Brien and Maddison 
Harris all performed a praiseworthy Contemporary dance routine. 
  
St Agnes also amazed the audience with a dynamic and energetic Pacific Island Cultural performance. The entire 
cultural ensemble danced with synchronicity and passion. The performance was a mixture of live percussion and 
voice. Congratulations to our cultural performance, which placed 2nd in the competition. The judges noted that it was 
extremely close between 1st and 2nd place. 
  
Well done to all of the students who danced at the competition.   
 
Liz Gale 
Dance Teacher 

 PDSSSC Dance Competition 
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Year 7 Poetry 

Catastrophe 
 

 A roaring cloud 
 Trembles the still trees 
 As the light fades away 
The darkness, seeps inside 
 
Hope no longer stands 
While despair towers above it 
Safety has broken down 
Whilst danger has crashed in with 
excessive force 
 
The huge cloud grows, larger and 
larger 
As it hurls in for a destruction of 
silence 
The sounds of thunder struck 
Like a rising rocket, launching into 
orbit 
 
The cloud starts come closer 
As debrie start to dance violently 
A giant disco has formed 
With the trees as its crowd 
Dancing the night away 
Like there's no tomorrow 
 
Lyndon Romana 
 

                                                The Fallen Army 
The city sits on the edge of the cliff as the cyclone hits and waits for the city to fall off the 
edge into the endless abyss. 

The cyclone roars with rage. 

The lightning strikes the ground like children playing bumper cars. 

The palm trees are soldiers holding their ground in a battle against the cyclones furious 
army. 

  

The cyclone is like a giant bully and when it is satisfied it leaves. 

The city is like an army field after battle. 

The boats are like beached whales no way to escape the sandy shores. 

The streets are left flooded like the city of Atlantis. 

 

 Hope Partridge 

Wrath 
 
A blue skied haven, sitting on an island. 
A dark cloud found in the distance. 
Gathering up, growing larger- 
Like fog spilling on a cold winter morning. 
 
It brews up, running faster. 
Spreading across the horizon as it zooms. 
Consuming all light it touches. 
This is it! Wrath rushes! 
 
It shouts out forcefully, pulling everything till 
ripped. 
A monstrous being that controls all, that makes 
even the trees dance for it. 
Nothing can escape from it, like a captive lion 
finally being let out. 
When will it stop? When will wrath simmer? 
 
The pain continues, knowing this is just the start. 
A dark calamity, death written in its heart. 
It looks ready, it grows darker, thunder and 
lightning growing louder and brighter. 
A red eyed beast unleashes its full power. 
 
It picks everything up, sweeps the floor below it. 
Spinning all in its path till it’s gone. 
A dark laugh, gruesomely shrieking. 
Rain tapping even harder than before. 
 
Is this the end? Is this the peak of this disaster? 
This I wonder as I am being helplessly tortured. 
Things start to change, I see light, finally. 
Noises growing faint, echoing softly in the 
distance. 
 
The aftermath, this island has changed. 
A safe haven to a wrecked children's bedroom. 
All looks lost, I look around not knowing what to 
do. 
Will this happen again? Or will wrath forgive us 
with such a miracle? 
 
Andrew Padrilan 
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 From the Bishops Office 
St Patrick ’s Quarter 
The Diocese of Parramatta is to begin major planning on a new multi-stage project 
known as St Patrick’s Quarter around the St Patrick’s Cathedral precinct in Parramatta. 
The project will consist of a new Parramatta CBD school, new Diocesan building and a 
new residential/commercial complex. For further information, please visit 
www.stpatricksquarter.org or email comms@parra.catholic.org.au. 
 
Holy  Land Pilgrimage: January 2018 
Fr John McSweeney from St John XXIII Catholic Parish Glenwood-Stanhope Gardens 
will be leading a 15-day Holy Land pilgrimage (with three day optional extension in Petra, 
Jordan). Cost, details and further information through Harvest Journeys under tour code: 
8PV03. Phone 02 9390 5460, email info@harvestjourneys.com or visit 
harvestjourneys.com. 
 
Child Protection Sunday: 10 September 
The Australian Catholic Church lists Child Protection Sunday for 10 September 2017. 
The Sunday concludes Child Protection Week celebrated across Australia. As has 
become the custom each year the Child Protection Sunday and preceding week, 
provides a focus reminding each of us to play a part in protecting our children. The work 
of safeguarding and protecting minors and other vulnerable people is ongoing and of the 
highest priority for the Diocese of Parramatta. More information about this topic can be 
found here: http://www.safeguarding.org.au/ 
 
Single Life Vocation Retreat: 15-17 September 
A Retreat for Women at Mt Schoenstatt who would like to find out more about the 
Vocation to Single Life. The weekend will provide an opportunity to meet Women who 
are living the Single Life vocation and learn about how this vocation is lived and fostered. 
For more information or to register contact Sr M Julie Brcar: juliebrcar@gmail.com or 
0408 738 334. 
 
Reflection day for Women: 16 September 
Saturday 16 September, 9.30 am – 3.00 pm, Mt Schoenstatt Fairlight Rd Mulgoa. Led by 
Sr Mary Louise Walsh. Cost: $25, BYO lunch. To register or for more information 
info@schoenstatt.org.au Or call 4773 8338. 
 
Martin Luther –  The man and his music: 21 September 
A concert commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation will be held at St. 
Finbar’s Church, Glenbrook on Thursday 21st September 2017 at 7.30pm. Sing and 
learn about some of the great hymns composed by Martin Luther and other Reformation 
hymn writers. Performances by the Blue Mountains Chorale with Robert Ampt (Organist, 
Martin Luther Church, Sydney). Suggested donation: $20, $10 concession. Enquiries 
4754 1780 
 
Discernment to the Permanent Diaconate: 
24 September 
Come and learn more about vocations to the 
Diaconate and have a chat with our team members. 
We are looking for men aged between 35 to 55 and 
residing in the Diocese of Parramatta. Our 
discernment program consists of five sessions, with 
each session dealing with different aspects of the 
Diaconate. This is the fourth session of the 2017 
program. Subsequent sessions will be announced 
in due course. Venue: St Anthony of Padua Parish, 
27-33 Aurelia Street, Toongabbie, NSW 2146. 
Time: 2:30 to 5 pm (including Mass and fellowship). 
For further information visit 
http://parracatholic.org/permanent-diaconate/ or 
please contact any of the following deacons: 
Deacon James - deacon@stanthonyschurch.org.au 
Deacon Tan - deacontan@john23rd.org.au 
0407270782 


