
  

 

A member of the Christ  Catholic Col lege Community of Schools 

Diary Dates  

  

 

  

  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  

St Agnes Catholic High School 

  

  

SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au 
Follow us on FACEBOOK: StAgnesRootyHill 

  

 

  

t o  t r u t h  t h r o u g h  l o v e  
  

ph: 8882 0700    fax: 8882 0790 

  

email:stagnes@parra.catholic.edu
.au 

Dear Parents 
 

Last Sunday in my parish we celebrated the liturgy with many young people making 
their Communion.  
 
I always enjoy the receiving of this sacrament, as it is a special time in their lives.  
It made me think about the purpose of the Eucharist and I share the following with 
you. 
 
A couple of years ago, Pope Benedict had a question and answer session with a group of 
First Communion children. When the Pope was asked about his memories of his First 
Communion, his response contained the following: "I understood that Jesus had 
entered my heart, he had actually visited me. And with Jesus, God himself was with 
me. And I realised that this is a gift of love that is truly worth more than all other 
things that life can give." 
 
Holy Communion is an incredible gift and the amazing thing about the gift is that it can 
be unwrapped time and time again in our lives, and every time we do this, the gift will 
be brand new. Each new unwrapping gives us the opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of what the gift actually is. 
 
In 2003, Pope John Paul II published a letter on the Eucharist and gave a clear insight 
into the nature of the gift: "We talk of the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist, 
because Jesus' presence in the Eucharist is a presence in the fullest sense, where 
Jesus is wholly and entirely present. The Consecration at Mass changes the whole 
substance of the bread into the substance of the Body of Christ and the whole 
substance of the wine into the substance of his Blood." Adapted version 

 
When St Paul wrote to the people of Corinth, he 
gave the earliest description of the Last Supper in 
the New Testament. 
 
Pope John Paul further reminds us that we are all 
united through the Eucharist, that though we are 
many we share one bread. Bread is made up of many 
grains of wheat but in the bread the difference 
between them is not apparent; likewise, we are 
joined to one another and united in Christ through 
the Eucharist.  
 
Hence, we have good reason for a family to 
celebrate when a family member receives 
Communion for the first time.  
 

9 June 

Queens Birthday 
Holiday 

  

10 June 

Yr 8 Reflection Day 

  

11 June 

Salsa Training Day 
  

18 June 

Yr 10 Lion King 
excursion 

  

19 June 

Yr 10 Careers Expo 
  

20 June 

Athletics Carnival 
  

25 June 

Parent/Teacher                
Interviews 

 

26 June 

Year 10 ACU visit 

 

27 June 

Term 2 Concludes 

 

14 July 
Term 3 Commences 

 

17 July 

Year 7 & 9boys 
Vaccinations 

 

21 July 

Year 9 Reflection Day 
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  From the Assistant Principal 
One World, One Family, One Mission of Love 

 

“Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  
By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Jn 13:34,35 
 
One thing we all long for is to belong in some way or another to a family. Families may 
take many different forms, but the essential ingredient for creating a family is love. Pope 
Francis tells us that mission is a question of love, or in other words, mission means 
creating family.  
 
Personally, nothing gives me more strength, pleasure, happiness and enjoyment than my 
own family. Of course, we shouldn’t limit who are members of our family. God’s dream for 
us is to all be one family with one loving Father, even a world family.  
 
Mission is an expression of God’s love for us, and our love for others. The God of love is 
the source of:  

• Care  
• Tenderness  
• Compassion  
• Hospitality and  
• Interest in other people’s problems, in order to create one world family.  

 
Throughout the month of June we have the opportunity to challenge ourselves to commit 
to building a better future for the whole world family as we unite in Jesus’ call to “Love 
one another as I have loved you”.  
 

Give us hands of hope, O Lord 
Hands to open to give and to receive, 

Hands to reach out in care and support, 
Hands to cradle and to play, 

Hands to share your life giving grace. 
Peter Regan 
Assistant Principal 

The people, who lived and associated with Jesus, had the comfort and support of his actual 
presence. Jesus foresaw the need for his presence to remain with them so they could carry 
on with his mission and so, the events of the Last Supper. For us, who have so many 
distractions in life, we might sometimes forget about God, forget about the Eucharist, forget 
to pray each day, forget to read the New Testament. First Communion day for a family 
member, can be a time of renewal for all family members, perhaps a time to unwrap the gift 
again and discover an understanding that is truly relevant to where we are in life. The 
Eucharist is the Sacrament of God's love and love is something that all of us can use plenty 
of. 
 

"Jesus, we ask you to bless the children who are to receive you 
 in Communion for the first time. 

We ask you to bless each one of us, so that we might have a renewed  
understanding of your gift of love. Amen." 

 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 



  From the Religious Education Coordinator 

‘Compassion’ ~ True Love of Neighbour  
 

Blessed are you who would love brother or sister just as much when they are sick or a 
stranger and cannot do anything in return, as when they are well and can. 

 

Here is a definition of love and compassion for all ages and seasons. Here is a litmus test for compassion and 
charity. Blessed indeed are they who can live these words of Saint Francis’s beatitudes.  
 

One man who is rebuilding the church and indeed living these words of Saint Francis is the Holy Father, Pope 
Francis. He raises a profound call for justice and compassion. He addresses the needs of the poor, embraces 
outcasts, and loves those on the margins of society.  
 

In this recent ‘apostolic exhortation’, The Joy of the Gospel, the Pope raises a moral challenge to both his 
church and the world.  
 

Australia's Catholic Bishops, in solidarity with the Catholic Bishops of Papua New Guinea, have taken up this 
moral challenge especially when it comes to asylum seekers.  
 

On 8 May 2014, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference released a statement on asylum seekers, which 
pulled no punches in terms of its evaluation of the policies of the present Coalition and former Labour 
Governments. The language was ‘”to the point”, tough and desperate in tone. It spoke of human rights being 
“seriously violated”, and of making an “urgent plea for a respect for the rights of asylum seekers”.  
 

Their statement calls for all Australian to be compassionate. They are saying directly and forcefully that the 
current policy implemented by these politicians is immoral. “The time has come to examine our conscience and 
then to act differently”.  
 

But it seems no one is listening!  
 

Are you?  
 

2014 ~ celebrating Francis as the Patron Saint of Ecology 

The St Agnes School Community will acknowledge ‘Pentecost’ (Birth of the Church) with a communal prayer on 
Friday 6 June 2014. On Pentecost Sunday the Spirit came as tongues of fire over the head of each of Jesus’ 
disciples.  At Pentecost we celebrate and open ourselves to the coming of the Holy Spirit 
 

Julie Atkins 
Religious Education Coordinator 

May the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
bring fire to the earth 

so that the presence of God 
may be seen 

in a new light, 
in new places, 
in new ways. 

 
May our own hearts 

burst into flame 
so that no obstacle, 

no matter how great, 
ever obstructs the message 
of the God within each of us. 

 

May we come to trust 
the Word of God in our heart, 

to speak it with courage, 
to follow it faithfully 

and to fan it to flame in others. 
May the Jesus 

who filled women 
with his Holy Spirit 

fill the world and the church 
with new respect 

for women's power and presence. 
Give me, Great God, 

a sense of the Breath of Spirit 
within me as I... 

(State the intention 
in your own life at this time  

for which you are praying.)  Amen. 



From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator 

I have been impressed with the attitude and behaviour of the students over the past two weeks that has seen 
both NAPLAN and Semester One exams conducted in both the San Damiano and Chappotin Open Learning 
Centres. Students approached their exams with maturity and a desire to do their personal best and I hope that 
the effort they have put into preparing for these tasks will pay dividends with pleasing results. 

Despite the majority of assessment tasks being completed for this term it is imperative that students continue 
to work to their best in all classes. Whilst visiting classrooms this week, it has been pleasing to see that 
students have been working well with both their teachers and peers.  

All teachers are placing the “Learning Intention” and “Success Criteria” of their lessons on the whiteboard. This 
is explained to the students at the start of the lesson so that students know exactly the purpose of their 
learning and as the lesson unfolds, students are given the opportunity to demonstrate their learning based on 
the criteria listed by the teacher. If students see the relevance of each lesson, they will be more engaged in 
their learning and consequently enjoy it. For the last five minutes of the lesson, students are asked to reflect on 
their learning, with questions posed such as “What are three facts you have learnt from this lesson and where 
might you use what you learnt today elsewhere?” Reflection is thinking for an extended period by linking recent 
experiences to earlier ones. The goal is to develop higher order thinking skills. 

In the last week of term, Semester One reports will be issued to parents at parent-teacher interviews to be 
held on Wednesday, 25 June 2014.  These academic reports will provide detailed information on the topics, 
outcomes and grades achieved by students across their subjects. The interviews will provide an opportunity for 
students to sit with their parents and show them their digital learning portfolio containing work samples of their 
learning this semester.  

Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 

 

Senior Constable Gillen spoke to our students about being CyberSafe. He spoke about the importance of not 
sharing personal information online, to ensure they maintain positive relationships online and the repercussions 
of not maintaining these. Students were able to ask Senior Constable Gillen questions regarding cyber-safety, 
bullying and his experiences in the Police Force. 

Cyber Bullying Talk 



  Morris Gleitzman Performance – Loyal Creatures 

Morris Gleitzman is an accomplished author of 35 books, published in more than 20 countries, and is loved by 
children around the world. 

Morris captivated students from various primary schools and St Agnes as he shared the joy and tragedy of 
writing his new book Loyal Creatures about 16-year-old volunteer, Frank Ballantyne and his horse Daisy in WWI. 
Paul, an accomplished actor, presented a captivating live performance bringing to life magic moments from his 
book.  
 
At the end of the performance students had a opportunity to ask Morris or Paul questions regarding the book or 
about Morris’s writing experiences. Morris also signed copies of his book. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT? 
 

Singing, Piano, Guitar or Drum Lessons. 
Private 30 minute lessons during school hours. 

 
$23 per lesson. 

Lessons conducted by professional tutors. 
 

Contact Mr Weaver at rweaver@parra.catholic.edu.au 



  Parent/Teacher Interview Bookings 

Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on 25 June 2014 between 9am and 5.30pm.  
 
Appointment times are now made via our website, from 16 – 23 June 2014, through the process documented 
below. Mr Weaver’s class is currently making appointments until 13 June 2014. 
 
Bookings can also be made through our front office (8882 0700) or your child can make an appointment directly 
with his/her Learning Advisor. 
 
1. Visit the school website and click on the link for 'Parent/Teacher interviews 
http://www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au 

 
 
2.Type in your email address or Full Name

 
 
3. Enter your name and contact 
details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Enter your child’s full name 
and select year level from the 
drop down menu" 

!



 
 

5. If your child’s name already appears 
on the list, check the year level and 
adjust this as necessary by clicking 
the arrows. 

 
Click on the Book Interviews 
Adjust Interviews button book or 
change your  

 
 
6. Select the Learning 

teacher of your  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.Scroll and select the slot 

for your preferred The green 
slots are Grey slots are 
unavailable.  you click a green 
slot it turn pink and your child's 

will appear in that time.  
 only be able to book with 

each teacher, and  in each 
time slot.  you have selected 

 interview slot click  
  'Save'  
 
 
   If you change your mind the 

pink slot and it will to green 
allowing you to a different 
time  

 
8. Once saved you will have 

option of emailing or your 
interview booking If you 
select the email the 
schedule is sent to 

 

 
 



  Literacy Corner 

 

 

 

Word of the Week 
XENOPHOBIC 

Definition – To show hatred or fear of foreigners or strangers 

E.g. The political leader introduced many xenophobic policies 
 

Literacy Trivia  
Last newsletter’s answer 

Q: Which word in the sentence below is an adverb? 
 

Yesterday, I completed my last history exam? 
 

A: Yesterday (adverb of time) 
 

This newsletter’s question 

Q: What is the subject in the sentence below? 
 

Eventhough the weather was rainy, the party still went ahead. 
 

A: Tune into the next newsletter to check out the answer. 
 

Literacy Fact 
 Did you know that the shortest complete sentence in English is “ I am.” 

 

Need to Know Language Techniques  
Euphemism– An acceptable or mild expression, which replaces an unpleasant or hurtful one. 

  

E.g. When discussing death some might say, “He has passed on” or “She has gone to a better place.” 
 

How good are you at Naplan? 
Are you able to answer the following Year 7 Naplan question?  If not, this is what Naplan WILL 
test you on. Let’s start with an easy one! 
 

Choose the correct answer to show where the missing comma ( , ) should go? 
 

We stood ___ in the middle ___ of a dark ___ cold windswept ___ plain. 
                                          A                          B                     C                             D 

o A 
o B 
o C 
o D 

 

o N.B. Last week’s answer was  - The reward was shared between Greg and me. 
 

Taken from www.exceltestzone.com.au 
 



  Kokoda Memorial Track Excursion 

On Monday 26 and Tuesday 27 May 2014, Year Nine students had the privilege to attend a memorial trail named 
The Kokoda Track in Concord. 
 
This excursion was in relation to the topic World War II which we have been learning about in our history 
classes.  
 
Veterans of the war took us around the trail to educate us about their experiences and the conditions of the 
war. The day started with a presentation by the veterans, then we were lead to the memorial centrepiece where 
Kaitlin Cruz, Jeremiah Asiata, Carlos Huelgas and Natasha Deegan laid a wreath in memory of fallen soldiers.  
 
During the walk students were split into groups and led by veterans to different stations commemorating the 
different war points which gave us an idea of what it was like. We were told of the horrific time soldiers were 
put through but we were very lucky to have a war veteran share his experiences with us. 
On the walk we visited a rose garden that acknowledges the veterans who fought for our country. 
 
On behalf of the Year Nine students, we thank the school and the veterans for this experience. We will 
remember and pass on this knowledge to others, in years to come. 
 
Brooke Harper, Layla Homsi, Kimberley Carroll, Winyinnar Williams and Shannon Smith.  
Year 9 Students 

More photos on our website 
Take a look at our photo galleries on our website! 

Follow us on Facebook! 



  Sorry Day 

On 26 May every year, ceremonies, marches, speeches and presentations are held around the country to 
commemorate Sorry Day, the day on which Australians express regret for the historical mistreatment of 
Aboriginal people. 

The first Sorry Day was held in 1998; one year after the report 'Bringing them Home' was first tabled in 
parliament. 

The report, which resulted from a Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission inquiry, documented the 
forced removal of many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their families, between 1910 and 
the 1970s. The children who were removed have come to be known as the Stolen Generations. 

In 1992, Prime Minister Paul Keating made a speech in Redfern, which acknowledged for the first time that 'we 
took the children from their mothers'. 

In 2005, the National Sorry Day Committee renamed Sorry Day as a National Day of Healing for all Australians. 

The Day focuses on the healing needed throughout Australian society if we are to achieve reconciliation. 

St Agnes students recognised the Stolen Generation by writing the Prayer for Aboriginal People on a hand and 
place it on the front lawn in the shape of the San Damiano Cross. 
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 From the Catholic Education Office 

10th National eConference: Pope Francis – Modelling the Ministry of St Peter 
11 June 
The Broken Bay Institute in partnership with the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
presents this eConference. The eConference will be streamlined live over the internet – 
all are welcome to participate at no charge. 
Presenters: Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB, Archbishop of Perth; Sr Monica Cavanagh 
RSJ, Congregational Leader of the Sisters of St Joseph; Fr Gerard Kelly, President of 
the Catholic Institute of Sydney; Selina Hasham, Communications Manager, Archdiocese 
of Sydney; and Fr Noel Connelly SSC, Head of Mission & Culture, The Broken Bay 
Institute (BBI). 
The Institute for Mission in Blacktown is a host site. Time: 10am-3pm. Please contact 
them to register your attendance: tel Donnie (02) 9831 4911,connect@ifm.org.au 
For independent registration contact Rhonda Andersen  
tel  (02) 9847 0726, econferences@bbi.catholic.edu.au  
Further details: www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/eConference 
 
eConference on The Trinity – A Place of Deep Listening: 12 June 
An initiative of the Conference of Spiritual Directors Australia, a professional association 
of spiritual directors who are committed to a contemplative approach in the ministry of 
Spiritual Direction. CSD Australia is hosting its 2nd National eConference, The Trinity – A 
Place of Deep Listening. The keynote speaker is Mary Coloe PBVM – approaching the 
theme from the scriptural perspective of St John's Gospel. CSD Australia is a 
professional association of spiritual directors committed to a contemplative approach in 
the ministry of spiritual direction. Time: 9am-3.30pm. Cost: free for CSD members; non-
members may make a $20 donation. For more information and to register 
visit: www.csdaust.com 
 
Blackheath Reflection Morning: 14 June 
A joint venture of Aquinas Academy and Catalyst for Renewal. This month, ‘Poetic 
Language as Gateway to the Sacred’ with Dr Michael Griffith. Come and enjoy the 
reflection, silence and solitude in peaceful surrounds. From 10am-1pm. Entry by donation, 
morning tea provided. Sacred Heart Parish Hall, cnr Sturt and Wentworth Sts, 
Blackheath. Details: Carmen Vanny tel (02) 4787 8706. 
 
10 ways to strengthen your marriage: 21 June 
Presented by Ann O’Brien, Director – Marriage Support and Specialist Services with 
CatholicCare Social Services, Diocese of Parramatta. This is a seminar for married and 
engaged couples and those interested in making marriages strong and resilient. Ten 
important principles will be presented with examples and strategies to build on healthy 
and loving relationships. There will be opportunities for discussion, questions and 
interaction. From 1pm-4.30pm at St John XXIII Parish School, 160 Perfection Ave, 
Stanhope Gardens. No cost: sponsored and organised by Youth for Christ Australia, a 
family ministry of Couples for Christ Australia, with the support of the St John XXIII 
Parish Faith Formation Committee. Details: (02) 9831 4044. 
 
Sacraments – Eucharist and Confession: 21 June 
This afternoon workshop to help youth and young adults to grow in love and passion for 
the sacraments will be presented by Anthony Ndaira – youth ministry coordinator for the 
Diocese of St Maroun. From 1pm-5pm in St John XXIII Parish School, 160 Perfection 
Ave, Stanhope Gardens. No cost: sponsored and organised by Youth for Christ Australia, a 
family ministry of Couples for Christ Australia, with the support of the St John XXIII 
Parish Faith Formation Committee. Details: (02) 9831 4044. 

  



 

 

OUR PARISHES 
  
St Aidan’s  

9 Adelaide Street 

Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625  8404 

  

  

Sacred Heart  

23 Nelson Street 

Mt Druitt South 

Ph:   02 9625  8847 
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Doonside 
Ph:   02 9622  3426 

  

Important Information 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
 

Tuesday Afternoons 

2.30pm - 3.30pm in the Library  

ALL WELCOME 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 

Tuesdays   
10.00am –12noon 

Orders can be left at the front office 
at any time. 

Closed during school holidays. 

 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please place your childs name on all items of 

clothing. We have accumulated many items 
of clothing with NO name on them. 

 

SCHOOL NOTES 

All School Notes are placed on our website. 
www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au 
(on the Parents/ School Notes tabs) 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
  

8.00am - 3.00pm  
Closed during school holidays. 

Message bank facilities available. 

 

TAU BREAKFAST 

Tuesday –Friday 
7.40 –8.10am 

in the Canteen area 

 

LEAVING STUDENT POLICY 
Parents are reminded of the Catholic Education Policy regarding school fees if a              
student leaves St Agnes before the end of Year 10. 

• A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing, must be given to the principal before the 
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable.  

• If a student leaves the school during a term, no refund will be made in respect of the 
remaining portion of that term. 

 

LEAVING STUDENT POLICY 
Parents are reminded of the Catholic Education Policy regarding school fees if a              
student leaves St Agnes before the end of Year 10. 

• A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing, must be given to the principal before the 
removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable.  

• If a student leaves the school during a term, no refund will be made in respect of the 
remaining portion of that term. 

 

LOST BUS PASS PROCEDURE 
 

A lost or stolen Busways school bus pass can be replaced at your local Busways depot        
(Glendenning Road, Glendenning) or via the internet  

(www.busways.com.au/travelling-with-us/school-bus-passes/replacement-blacktown) 

 It is the parents responsibility to visit Busways Glenndenning to purchase a new bus pass.  

 


