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25 August 

2015 Year 9 & 10 
Subject Selection 
 

25-29 August 

National Numeracy & 
Literacy Week 

 

5 September 

Year 10 Brainstorm 
Incursion 

 

12 September 

St Agnes Day  

Elective Music 
Performance Evening 
 

18 September 
Year 7 Reflection Day 
Last day for students 
 

19 September 
Staff Spirituality Day 
Term 3 Concludes 
 

3 October 

Feast of St Francis of 
Assisi 
 

6 October 

Labour Day 

 

7 October 

Term 4 Commences 
 

20-21 October 
Yr 7 Swim School 

 

23 October 

Yr 10 Exams begin 

 22 August 2014 
 

We need to be able to put our trust in people. We want life to be fair. "It's not fair" is 
the first cry of betrayal of every small child. If we are still saying it when we are 
older there is something wrong. The first people we trust are our parents and 
guardians, because they feed us, shelter us and love us. We are dependent on them so 
we have to place our faith in them. But as we grow older we learn who can be relied 
upon and who can't. We learn to sharpen our senses and make sound judgments. That 
way we make life fair. 
 

First of all, you need to be able to trust yourself. Trust your instincts. That friend 
who tells a lie to get out of visiting her grandmother so she can go to a party with you - 
one day she will lie to you too. You can trust her not to tell you the truth. The team 
member who says he wasn't out when he was - he won't hesitate to lie his way out of 
any situation. 
 

People who don't show up on time, forget to telephone when they say they will, leave 
out important details when they are describing what happened, cheat at games -these 
are people who you can trust to let you down. 
 

People who tell lies about little things will also tell lies about important things. How you 
do anything is how you do everything so small signs should be enough for you to test 
how much you can trust someone. Small signs also tell others whether they can trust 
you. Your teacher, for instance, knows whether the dog really did eat your homework. 
Teachers know which students can be trusted to tell the truth and which cannot, who 
does their homework and who always has an excuse, who studied for the test and who 
tried to wing it. 
It's no use saying 'It's not fair' when another student is given an extension and you 
are not. Your teacher knows whose excuse is a lie. 
 

When you know a poisonous snake can be trusted to bite you, you take care. It's the 
same with people. You may still love a dishonest or selfish friend. However, your 
knowledge of their unreliability means you won't blame yourself when things go wrong 
because you know you can trust them behave the way they do. It's not your fault. It's 
the way they are and you can rely on them to be who they are and you can take 
precautions to protect yourself. Sometimes their dishonesty will gain them an 
advantage. You can live with that too if you are confident in your own integrity. 
 

On the other hand, making friends with people who are reliable, who do their best, who 
tell you the truth, who do what they say they are going to do- they are the people who 
will build your confidence and self-worth. Seek them out. They won't disappoint you. 
You can truly trust them. 

 
 
 

 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 
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  From the Assistant Principal 
As we move through Term 3, expectations will increase for students as more work is 
given to them to demonstrate their learning and understanding. With this in mind it is 
vital for us to work together under the banner of the St Agnes community to build up 
five main key areas. These are: 

 

ORGANISATION  
• Putting things where they belong, starting and completing assessment tasks, 
• Setting learning and personal goals for yourself  
• Essential planning to achieve these goals  

 
CONFIDENCE  

• Not being overly concerned about making mistakes  
• Trying difficult activities without fear  
• Being independent but not separate  

 
PERSISITENCE  

• Trying harder even when your work is frustrating  
• Motivating yourself to keep going even when the rewards are small  
• Rising to challenges with your best efforts  

 
RESILIENCE  

• Staying calm when you’re upset  
• Bouncing back from difficult situations  
• Remaining positive in hard times  

 
GETTING ALONG  

• Working cooperatively with each other  
• Resolving conflicts without fighting  
• Showing tolerance of others’ differences 

 
God our Father 

May Your Spirit that dwells within me, 
Prompt me to cultivate my senses 

So that I become fully alive, 
My body and soul as one. 

 
Good luck with you and your children’s organisation, confidence, persistence, resilience 
and getting along. 
 
Peter Regan 
Assistant Principal 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a Marriage 
Enrichment experience for married couples – set in peaceful, 
picturesque surroundings, away from the distractions of 
everyday life.  During the weekend, couples have a unique 
opportunity to reconnect, rekindle and refresh their 
relationship. Take time out of your busy schedule, to invest in 
your most precious asset . . .  your Marriage!  
Weekend dates: 12-14 September (7-9 November) at Mt Carmel 
Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW 

Bookings:  Ardell & Bill Sharpe tel. 02 4283 3435 or wsharpe@bigpond.net.au 
www.wwme.org.au  www.facebook.com/WWMEasternUnit 



  From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator 

On Monday 25 August, Years 8 & 9 students will be choosing their two elective subjects for Years 9 & 10. 
Students will receive informative talks from various Teaching & Learning Coordinators before having time to think 
about which electives they plan to study in 2015. For Year 8 students, this is an important time since they begin to 
make choices as to their educational pathways, while for Year 9 students, they too are given the choice whether 
they wish to continue with their current electives or try new ones. 
 

The Subject Selection process will be completed online thorough the schools Moodle Portal. Students will need to 
complete the following steps: 
 

1. Login to the Moodle site (bit.ly/stagnes) 
2. Select the Subject Selection course. For Year 8 students this is listed under Stage 4 and for Year 9 

students this is listed under Stage 5. 
3. Proceed to select the 2015 Subject Selections. 
4. Download and read the 2015 Curriculum Handbook. 
5. Select the 2015 Subject Selection Questionnaire and complete all fields as shown below.  
6. Ensure that the Submit Questionnaire button is clicked once. 

 

Students have until Monday 1 September to complete this process. Any late submissions may result in students 
missing out on their first preferences. There is no guarantee that all courses offered will run in 2015, with 
student selections determining which ones will be delivered. Early in Term 4, students will be notified via Moodle 
of the elective courses they have enrolled in. 
 
Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 



  From the Religious Education Coordinator 
On Saturday 9 August, Mrs Atkins and Mr Petrie attended lectures by Dr. Peter Vardy and Reverend Professor 
Proust from Heythrop College London , a Jesuit college under the banner of the University of London. The lectures 
explored Relativism, Franciscan Spirituality and Pope Francis within the context of challenge and opportunity facing 
the Church.  
 

The lectures, run by the Redempturist Fathers, were held at St Clement’s monastery, set amidst 180 acres of 
rolling rural gardens in Galong, outside Canberra. The quality of lectures were academically rigorous and spiritually 
nourishing. We were blessed to have been exposed to leading theologians and philosophers of such calibre who 
continue to inform our pedagogy and formation as Catholic educators in Religious Education. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Today, during periods 1-3, Year 10B1 and 10B3 Religious Education classes made a small pilgrimage from St Agnes 
across to St Aidan’s Catholic Church to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. Mrs Habib, Mrs Atkins and Mr 
Petrie were delighted with the reverence and reflection displayed by students during mass and the spirited way in 
which they hastened from one side of Rooty Hill to the other. They are to be commended on the commitment to 
their faith and pride in their sense of belonging as a Catholic community. 

 

Daniel Petrie 
Religion Teacher 

 

 

 

  Year 7 Feast of St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) 

Friday 8 August was a special day for the Australian Catholic 
Church. It was the feast day of our first and only Australian 
Saint, St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop).  

In celebration of this Feast Day Year 7 students participated 
in a liturgical reflection on St Mary of the Cross. The students 
reflected on who this great Saint was and particularly on the 
message she professed and lived out, to “never see a need 
without doing something about it”.  

Students actively engaged in intercessory prayer and were 
then exposed to a contemporary example of people who choose 
to live the message of St Mary of the Cross. The students 
learnt about Mercy Ships, which travel to developing 
countries, staffed by medical professionals who volunteer 
their services in order to perform medical procedures on 
thousands of people who cannot afford the medical attention 
they desperately need.  

Students were reminded that in imitation of St Mary of the 
Cross, each of them has the capacity to make a positive impact 
on their local community through responding to the needs of 
others. 
 

Christina Asimus 
Religion Practicum Teacher  



On 15 August Year 8A2 and A4 came together during our Religion lesson for an unknown reason. Our two teachers 
informed us we were all going to participate in the Jewish Amazing Race. Mr Madigan gave us a brief insight of what 
this race was about and what we needed to do. We had to get into small groups, take a set of word cards and clues, 
move around the school and match the cards with photos placed around the school.  
 

It sounded like a very simple activity at first, until we heard the small twist, most of words on the cards were in 
Jewish. We had to use our iPad to take a picture of the word with the matching picture. This made it very hard for 
my group to match the words with the pictures. While watching everyone taking their time and walking around the 
school, we all ran trying as hard as we could to finish first, for a prize.  
 

After hearing Ms Brogan say to us that there are already groups that had finished, we all looked at each other and 
started running to different places around the school to complete our list. In the end, all groups went back to 
Chappotin Centre, the finishing point. We marked our answers and surprisingly got all of them correct.  
 

During this experience we learnt Jewish symbols and names that we had never encountered before.  This race was 
very challenging and gave us the opportunity to be competitive and have fun.  
 
Tony El-Ghossein 
Year 8A2 Student 

Year 8A2 and 8A4 were 
lucky enough to be a part of 
a spectacular activity 
participating in the schools 
first ever 'Jewish Amazing 
Race' organised by Ms 
Brogan, Mr Madigan and 
Miss Asimus.  
 

Mr Madigan gave both 
classes a brief insight of 
what we had to achieve. We 
had 10 clues and 10 words in 
Hebrew. The goal was to 
figure out the clues, find 
the image that was placed 
around the school and 
match the word to the 
image. Once you found the 
word you needed to take a 
picture of both word and 
image together and find the 
next image and write each 
answer on a piece of paper. 
 

Once finished you needed to 
run to the Chappotin 
Building and check if all 
answers were correct. The 
Chappotin Building was 
basically the ‘Pit Stop’ at the end of the race and Mr Madigan was the person to tell you if you were first, second, 
etc. 
 

The experience of being a part of the race was amazing. We had fun  and everyone enjoyed themselves. Everyone 
was striving to come first or second to receive a prize.  
 

Overall the experience was a fun way to work with another class and share the experience. 
 

Daphne Vili 
Year 8A2 Student 

  The Jewish Amazing Race 



 

Words of the Week 
              PURGE                                   PREVALENCE 
Definition – To rid, clear or remove                How wide spread or common something might be 
E.g. He resolved to purge the house of mess        The prevalence of obesity in first world countries 
and clutter.                                          is increasing. 

 

Word Puzzles 
 

Unscramble each of the clue words. Take the letters that appear in  boxes 
and unscramble them for the final message. 

 

 
 

What’s in a word? 
How many words can you find in the following science word?:- 

 

PHOTOSYNTHESIS 
 
 

Word Ladders 
Can you change the word at the top of the ladder into the word at the 
bottom of the ladder, by changing just one letter at a time, to make a new 
word on the each rung of the ladder? 
 

tree 

  
  

fled 
 

 
Taken from Wuzzles and Puzzles 

Literacy Corner 



HOLY FAMILY EMERTON CELEBRATES 10 YEARS 
 

On September 18 Holy Family EMERTON will celebrate 10 years since our foundation in 2004. We would like to 
invite all ex students and families to join us for the day or part of it. The day will consist of Mass at 9.30am 

followed by morning tea for parents and guests. After morning tea we will  have a special assembly to reminisce. 
The final part of the day will be a complimentary sausage sizzle. If you would like to come, and to help us with 

catering, we ask that you contact the school office on 96289232 or mgoracz@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 

We ask all ex students to come in school uniform. 



 

Information Sessions Coming Up 
6:30pm – 8:30pm 

 

• Engineering – Monday 25 August 
• Women in Defence – Wednesday 3 September 

• Australian Defence Force Academy – Thursday 4 September 
  

Defence Force Recruiting 
Level 4, 9 George Street, Parramatta 

 

Bookings:  email CPTNSW@dfr.com.au 



 

 

Uniform Shop News – Second Hand Uniform Advertising 

Parents wishing to sell second hand uniforms can now advertise these items on our Uniform Shop Notice Board.  
We will not hold any uniform on your behalf and all contact will be made between you and the purchaser.   

 

Parents are asked to complete the form below stating their contact details and the details of the item (s). This 
form is available from the school office or can be printed from our school website.   

 

This new system is for the blue/grey uniform only. We will not advertise any red skirts or jumpers etc from the 
old uniform. 

Call 1300 464 263 or visit  
www.handyfinance.com.au 

 

$250.00 Offer  
We are so Confident that we can help. 

If we can’t  
we will Pay YOU $250 

Debts Out of  Control 
Why Continue to Struggle? 

 

Talk to Us Today Call  8814 5077 
Get Your Free Assessment 



 

  From the Bishop and The Catholic Education Office 

  

FREE ENTRY!                   Entries Close Monday, 13th October 2014 
More information at www.acmf.com.au 

Positions Vacant: St John of God Hospital Richmond 
1. Volunteer Coordinator (8hrs/fortnight): A highly motivated person is needed to fill the position of Volunteer 
Coordinator. Desirable criteria: Excellent written and oral skills, highly developed personal and interpersonal skills, 
competent in the use of computer technology, experience in managing people and programs, ability to work within a 
team.  
Applications close on Monday 1 September 2014. 
Applications in writing to Cathy Scott – Director of Mission: cathy.scott@sjog.org.au or St John of God Hospital, 
Locked Bag 2, Richmond, NSW, 2753. 
 
2. Pastoral Practitioner – Permanent part time (24hrs/week): We are looking for a suitably qualified applicant to join 
our Pastoral Services Team. Start date negotiable. For position requirements and application process, please visit our 
website www.sjog.org.au/careers  Job no. 10766. 
 
3. Volunteers Required: Bus driver, Café assistance, General Administrative, Patient support, Gardener. To register 
or for further details, please contact Cathy Scott – Director of Mission tel (02) 4570 6217. 
For these and other positions please visit the Employment page of the Diocese of Parramatta’s website: 
www.parra.catholic.org.au 
 
13th Annual Diocesan Shopping Trip 
This year the Shopping Trip is raising funds for CatholicCare’s family support program with Holy Family Services at 
Marayong. We will visit more than 15 factory outlets on a shopping extravaganza, which includes a bistro lunch. The 
shopping tour companies will pay our tour group a commission on the total retail sales. Last year we raised $4000 
with 115 passengers travelling on three coaches, found some fabulous bargains and had a great day out. 
Date: Saturday 15 November 2014. 
Departs from 2 points: 
7am – Burns T-Way Station (off Old Windsor Rd), Kellyville (on-site parking); 
7am - Information Kiosk, Panthers Leagues Club, Penrith (on-site parking).   
Cost: $55 adults, $45 concession, $20 children aged 5-17. 
Bookings close 17 October: Virginia Knight tel 0413 60 75 71, knightofgin@bigpond.com 
 
Faith at the Fiddler 
A forum for young people aged 18-35 to come together to discuss issues of faith and spirituality in the warm and 
friendly atmosphere of Sydney’s most famous pub. This month’s speaker is Fr Brendan Purcell. Topic: ‘From Big Bang 
to Big Mystery – Human Origins in light of Creation and Evolution’. An initiative of the Diocese of Parramatta and 
Catholic Education Parramatta. 
Date: 28 August from 5pm-7pm. 
Venue: The Mean Fiddler, cnr Commercial & Windsor Rds, Rouse Hill. 
Details: Steven Buhagiar – Catholic Education, Parramatta, sbuhagiar@parra.catholic.edu.au 
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 Sport News 

 CHESS 
Congratulations to Edmond Luk 8.4; Raven Amiatu 10.1; Dean Clarke 10.2; Gerard Salanga 10.7 
and Bryan Taguibao 10.7 on a successful Chess tournament this year.  
The semi finals were played on Monday 11 August at CabraVale Diggers Club and the boys 
represented themselves and the school with pride. 
Congratulations to Bryan Taguibao who from 41 players came equal 5th for the tournament and 
was ranked 10th in the tournament. 
 

PDSSSC DANCE 
After many weeks of 
practice, costume creation 
and choreography the St 
Agnes Dance Elective Class 
was ready to perform in the 
Hip Hop category of the 
PDSSSC Dance Competition at 
the Joan Sutherland Centre, 
Penrith on the 15 August 
2014. 
Many of the students had 
performed on a stage 
previously, but for some, it 
was a first-time experience. 
We unfortunately did not 
place in our category but the 
girls felt very proud and were 
so happy to have the opportunity to be on stage. 
Students participated include Rendelle Aplas, Marielle Aquino, Amy Arman, Natasha Bundalian, 
Kimberley Carroll, Kaitlin Conna, Paula Correia, Samantha Elliot, Jinivar Elya, Chloe Harris, 
Shania Jas, Ebonee Jenkins, Elijah Montenegro, Nikita Naidu, Beatrice Oleyo, Brooklyn Paris, 
Mikhaela Ponce, Elyse Provest, Jessa Rose Ramos, Jennisha Santiago, Torindah Wallace.  
 

9-A-SIDE PANTHERS CAPTAIN CUP 
Congratulations to the following students who represented St Agnes during the 9-a-side 
Panthers Captain Cup competition: Peter Alefosio, Iosefa Alefosio, Ben Allatt, Phoenix Amiatu, 
Jeremaih Asiata, Ayden Carling, Dylan Clifton, Mitchell Dodds, Renato Erupi, Sean Erupi, 
Christian Everingham, Aaron Fuamatu, Thomas Latu, Billy Lova, Raymond Nansen, Matthew 
Norman, John Pale, Edward Pese, Manoa Ratubalavu, Blain Rees-Patrick, Jack Redman, Jarrod 
Ritchie, Jeremiah Tukala, Joseph Tuliatu, Braydon Tyburski, Jysiah Uele 
 

REGIONAL BASKETBALL COMPETITION  
Congratulations to the following students who represented St Agnes during the Regional 
Basketball competition and finished in the top 6 teams within New South Wales: Akok Akok, 
Ngong Aher, Marwein Ater , Martin Galang, Nathan Laigo, Martine Malquisto, Guvri Mogga, 
Leodel Mendoza, Seann Oberero,  John Paul Reyes, Ethan Tecson, Ralph Wingco. Coaches: Greg 
Devine, Gavin Hilder 
 
PDSSSC ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
Congratulations to the following students who represented St Agnes during the PDSSSC 
Athletics Carnival on Wednesday: Akok Akok, Jeremiah Asiata, Daniel Bernal, Kristina Bonic, 
Adriel Camarines, Alyssa Carroll, Caleb Cunningham, Tong Dimo, Ethan Douglas, Sean Erupi, 
Gianni Fragomeli, Tiana Glyntzos, Kristy Goodwin, Anthony Harris, Kellie Holder, Raj Kumar, 
Nathan Laigo, Hayden Lea, Susan Livingstone, Ebony Lord-Zarb, Ebonie Loudoun, Kyle Martin, 
Winyinnar Mendez, Monique Murname, Alexandra Petersen, Nia Pohahau, Thomas Meniconi, 
Ngong Ngong, Jordon Petersen, Edward Pese, Eric Regalado, John Paul Reyes, Lance Romano, 
Samantha Rusconi, Jye Skarski, Shanel Schuster, Helen Sikuea, Faith Simmons, Jazmin Taylor, 
Andrew Tie, Susan Tafau, Jasmine Thomas, Theresa Toomalatai, Burt Tukala, Jereimah Tukala, 
Zac Turney, Denzel Willkom. 

    



  

 

YEAR 7/2015 
 

Enrolment forms for Year 7 2015 are 
available from our front office or  

from our website. 

 

OUR PARISHES 
  
St Aidan’s  

9 Adelaide Street 

Rooty Hill 

Ph:   02 9625  8404 

  

  

Sacred Heart  

23 Nelson Street 

Mt Druitt South 

Ph:   02 9625  8847 

  

  

Holy Family  

254 Luxford Road 

Emerton 

Ph:   02 9628  7272 

  
  

St John Vianney’s  

17 Cameron Street 

Doonside 

Ph:   02 9622  3426 

  

Important Information 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
 

Tuesday Afternoons 

2.30pm - 3.30pm in the Library  

ALL WELCOME 

 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 

Tuesdays 10.00am –12noon 
Orders can be left at the front office 

at any time. 
Closed during school holidays. 

 

CHEWING GUM POLICY 

Chewing Gum is banned. If students are found chewing gum they will be expected to 
contribute to/assist in cleaning. 
Students will be charged $30 and will be required to attend a 1-hour detention. 
These detention sessions are held on Wednesday afternoons from 2.30 to 3.30pm. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
  

8.00am - 3.00pm  
Closed during school holidays. 

Message bank facilities available. 

 

TAU BREAKFAST 

Tuesday –Friday 
7.40 –8.10am 

in the Canteen area 

 

LEAVING STUDENT POLICY 

Parents are reminded of the Catholic Education Policy regarding school fees if a              
student leaves St Agnes before the end of Year 10. 
• A term’s notice (10 school weeks) in writing, must be given to the principal before 

the removal of a student or a full term’s fees will be payable.  

• If a student leaves the school during a term, no refund will be made in respect of 
the remaining portion of that term. 

 

VISITORS TO ST AGNES 

In line with child protection laws, the school has a Visitors Policy. All visitors to the 
school must report to the administration office prior to entering the school grounds. All 
visitors will be issued a Visitor’s Badge, which must be worn at all times. When leaving 
the school visitors must also sign out. 
This procedure means that school staff are aware at all times of who is on the school 
grounds. 
 

LOYOLA ENROLMENTS 
 

Reminder to all Year 10  
Enrolment forms are due back at Loyola 

now. 

 

Follow us on FACEBOOK: StAgnesRootyHill 


