
  

 

to truth through love 
 

St Agnes Catholic High School 
ph: 8882 0700    fax: 8882 0790 

 
email:stagnes@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Diary Dates  
 

10 - 15 March  
Catholic Schools Week 
 

10 March 
PASS excursion to Bondi 
Beach 
 

17 March 
St Patrick's Day 
 

17 - 19 March  
Year 7 Camp 

 

25 March  
Yr 9/10 Art Express 
Excursion 

 

26 March  
Cross Country 

 

7 April 
Yr 7/2015 Enrolment 
Applications due  
 

11 April 
Stations of the Cross 
Term 1 Concludes 
 

18 April 
Good Friday 
 

20 April 
Easter Sunday  

 

25 April 
Anzac Day 
 

28 April 
Term 2 Commences 

7 March, 2014 
 
Like any organisation the Church has a structure that catholic schools find their role. This 
structure has our priests fulfilling specific positions. 
 

A bishop is a person who is in charge of an area of the church known as a diocese. A large 
diocese is called an archdiocese and is presided over by an archbishop. Strictly speaking, 
each diocese is a ‘church’ in its own right. But of course, separate dioceses or ‘churches’ 
are in communion with each other and come under the ultimate care of the Pope, the 
Bishop of Rome. This is because Rome, the place where both St Peter and St Paul died for 
their faith, has long been regarded as the ‘mother church’ or pre-eminent diocese or 
church of the whole Catholic communion. The bishops are seen as the successors of the 
apostles and, together, they form a single ‘college’. The Pope is a member of that college 
and, first among equals, also its focus of unity and guide. 
 

I would like to acknowledge some ex-students of St Agnes who have made extraordinary 
achievements recently: 

 Mile Jedinak - Mile will be 
representing Australia at the 
World Cup in June. Recently he 
captained Australia against 
Ecuador. 

 Kylie Gauci - Kylie is representing 
Australia at present in the 
Paralympics Games in Russia. We 
wish Kylie every success. This is 
her fourth Paralympics games. 

  
So what does all this mean? 

For our community and our students it sets out that we can achieve whatever we wish to as 
long as we are prepared to dedicate ourselves to ‘hard work’ and our goals. 

 

The question then is “What are our goals for 2014?” 

 

Peter Brogan 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 
 
 

 

 
SCHOOL WEBSITE: www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au 
Follow us on FACEBOOK: StAgnesRootyHill 

A member of the Christ Catholic College Community of Schools 



Media Consent  

  From the Assistant Principal 
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Evans Road 
Rooty Hill 
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Hassall  Grove 
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community  
learning  
together 

 

 
 
As we enter into the season of Lent it is always a time to reflect on our life journey. 
Sometimes our journey takes us on paths we hadn’t considered, sometimes on rocky 
paths and sometimes steep paths that we struggle to climb. Whilst it is always good to 
get to the end, the learnings that take place on the journey are just as, if not more 
important. 
 

Perhaps the following reflection will give some practical support as we continue our 
Lenten journey. 
 

Lent should be more than a time of fasting . It should also be a joyous season of 
feasting. Lent is a time to fast from certain things  and to feast on others. 
It is a season in which we should: 

Fast from judging others  
Feast on the Christ within them. 
Fast from words that hurt  
Feast on the phrases that bring peace and joy. 
Fast from discontent                                    
Feast on gratitude. 
Fast from anger  
Feast on trust in God. 
Fast from complaining  
Feast on appreciation. 
Fast from suspicion  
Feast on truth. 
Fast from thoughts that weaken  
Feast on promises that inspire. 
Fast from problems that overwhelm  
Feast on prayer that supports. 

 

I am available to contact on 8882 0701 or pregan@parra.catholic.edu.au if you want to 
discuss any issues with your son/daughters education and wellbeing at St Agnes. 
 
Peter Regan 
Assistant Principal 

On many occasions photographs or videos are taken of students that may be 
published in our newsletter, on our website or Facebook page to promote the school 
and/or events within the school. 
 

If you do not wish your child to be photographed or videoed under any 
circumstances, or to have their photographs or videos published please complete a 
media consent form and return it to the office.  
 

If we do not hear from you we will assume you have no objection to photos being 
used  at the school. 



  From the Religious Education Coordinator 

 
Did you know that Pope Francis tweets? 

 

Pope Francis@Pontifex 
Feb 25 - All of us who are baptised are missionary disciples.  

We are called to become a living Gospel in the world. 
 

These tweets have made me think about the incredible impact this one person is having on the world. Not just in the  
Christian world but in our secular world globally.  In his tweet, 25 February, his call is for us, as baptised people of God, to 
go out and BE the gospel in the world. Today: wherever we are in the world. 
 

In taking the name ‘Francis’, in honour of St Francis of Assisi, Jorge Mario Bergoglio,the Holy Father, indicated his special 
concern for the poor. Moreover, this name was an expression of the life of humility, simplicity and compassion that the 
Holy Father had led, most notably as Archbishop of Buenos Aires, prior to his election as Pope. The Holy Father was known 
for his uncomplicated lifestyle and LOVE for the poor. Even after his appointment as Archbishop in 1998, it is well known 
that he continued to avail himself of public transport instead of the appointed car and driver; to cook his own meals and to 
live in an apartment in Buenos Aires rather than in the usual archbishop’s residence in Olivos. Following his election, he   
continued to be the expression of humility, simplicity and compassion. His LOVE of the poor has never waned. 
 

Now as Ash Wednesday, 5 March, heralds the Lenten season, the Holy Father asks Catholics to shun worldliness and to pay 
particular attention to the poor. He himself reminds us of the need to turn away from selfishness and greed, to care for 
our brothers and sisters throughout the world, to make a home in our own hearts for the poor, to listen and to act on the 
global call to end poverty, promote justice and uphold the dignity of every person. 
 

As we enter our Lenten season let us embrace the wisdom of the teachings of St Francis of Assisi, the actions of our    
current Pope, Francis, whose daily living is a constant reminder of humility, simplicity, compassion and LOVE.  
 

Peace and all good  
 
Julie Atkins 
Acting Religious Education Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





  From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator 

Year 7 Extending Mathematical Understanding  
(EMU) Program 

The Mathematics Department has been busy testing Year 7 students’ mathematical 
knowledge and understanding as part of the EMU program that the school has been 
participating in since 2012. The program was developed by Mathematics experts at the 
Ballarat Campus  of the Australian Catholic University and has been endorsed by the 
Catholic Education Office, Parramatta.  

 

The focus of the program is to improve student learning outcomes by developing 
greater understanding of mathematical concepts. Miss Gannon and Mrs Vincent will be 
working closely with the most vulnerable Year 7 mathematics students in this           
intervention program. The program will also be offered to Year 8 students, with       
Ms Petersons and Mr Krishna both running intervention programs for selected          
students.  
 

St Agnes recognises the importance of students being numerate and encourages     
parents to help promote numeracy moments in their child’s every day life. Tasks such 

as working out the change to be received when shopping, or being able to correctly read a 
train timetable help develop  students numeracy skills. 

 

Moodle 
For the benefit of our new Year 7 students and their parents, here is 
a brief outline of the schools Moodle website.   
 

Moodle is a web based software program that provides students with 
access to their subject’s classwork, homework and  assessment items, 
as well as any other resources their teachers provide them, including 
items such as handouts, sample tests and web links.  

 

The Moodle website can be accessed  
 via a link provided on the school website home page in the right 

hand margin  (http://www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au/)  or 
 via the direct link http://www.bit.ly/stagnes.  
 
If students are experiencing difficulties accessing Moodle, please 
see the schools technology support staff. 
 

Moodle is widely adapted and all students should become familiar with 
the sites content. Not only has it become one of the main avenues 
teachers communicate curriculum information with their students, 
but it provides links to students email accounts, sport and elective 
subject selections, questionnaires and Know Your Learner digital   
portfolios. 
 
To the right is a sample of a Moodle site created for Year 7          
Music students. 
 
Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator 



 

  Rose Day 

 
February 14th marked the momentous occasion when people show their appreciation of love to others. What began as a 
liturgical celebration for a saint named Valentinus, is now recognised as a day of roses, gifts and actions of affection.       
Students came in with bouquets of fresh roses, scrumptious chocolate, and messages of devotion. The spirit of love was 
truly shown here at St Agnes.  

 

The school was dressed in symbolic colours of love, which were red, white and pink. This helped set the mood and          
intensify the atmosphere into a compassionate feel. Not only were there feelings of emotion at St Agnes, friendships 
grew stronger as the school leaders sacrificed their time to contribute and commit to this day.  

 

The school leaders, who were ‘Cupid’s Angels’ on this day worked tirelessly to organise the 650 roses, which were then  
delivered to the sincere students of St Agnes. Great thanks to the school leaders, especially the events team, school 
captains and the digital media team, who have given up their time to create this special experience. Additionally, we 
would like to extend our thanks to the teachers who have helped with this event. 

 

Although some students missed out on a rose, they were still loved very much by many, including our sovereign God. On 
this day, the St Agnes community were given a friendly reminder of the true meaning of Valentines Day, which is to    
appreciate one another. 
 
Annette Ronquillo & Komal Chand 
Digital Media/Communications Leaders 



  Literacy Corner 

Word of the Week 
Manoeuvre 

Definition – A complicated movement or secretive plan. 
E.g. - He had to manoeuvre himself carefully through the obstacle course in order to avoid elimination. 

Literacy Trivia  
Last newsletter’s answer 

Q:  Which text type has a salutation as part of its structure? 
A: a letter 

 
 

This newsletter’s question 
Q:  What language technique is commonly used in expositions to emphasis the certainty of a person’s  

point of view on an issue (e.g. ‘must’, ‘essential’ and ‘definitely’)? 
A: Tune into the next newsletter to check out the answer. 

Literacy Fact 
 Did you know that the word ‘almost’ is the longest word with all letters in alphabetical order.  

Need to Know Language Techniques  
Anthropomorphism – Giving human qualities to animals 

E.g. "Somehow, it soon seemed taken for granted by all three of them that the trip was a settled thing; and the Rat, 
though still unconvinced in his mind, allowed his good-nature to over-ride his personal objections." (The Wind in the Wil-

lows)   
 

N.B. In this excerpt we see that the Rat is ‘unconvinced”, “good-natured” and has “personal objections”  

How good are you at Naplan? 
Are you able to answer the following Year 7 Naplan question?  If not, this is what Naplan WILL test you on.  
 

Last weeks answer was  - ‘rang’ 
 

Which sentence has the correct punctuation? 
 

We should say thank you when people provide good advice. 
We should say “Thank you” when people provide good advice. 
We should say, “Thank you,” when people provide good advice. 
We should say, “Thank you when people provide good advice.” 

 

Taken from www.exceltestzone.com.au  
 



Every year Blacktown City Council health inspectors make 
an impromptu visit to all schools in the local area. Last 
week Diane Clifton, our Canteen Manager, received an  
outstanding report on the condition and hygiene level of 
our school canteen. 

 

Anzac Day Ceremony   
29 April 2014 at 9.30am 

 

ANZAC Day is an important national occasion. During the Second World 
War, ANZAC Day became a day on which the lives of all Australians lost in 
wartime were remembered. The spirit of ANZAC recognises the qualities 
of courage, mateship and sacrifice which were demonstrated at the Gallipoli 
landing. 
 

You are invited to join us to remember the many Australians  
who gave their lives in wars. 



Student Information Changes 

Parents are required to keep the school informed of any changes to personal details.  This is essential to allow quick 
contact in emergency situations. If your details change complete the form below and return it to school. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
This week the season of Lent began with Ash 
Wednesday, which also marks the beginning 
of the annual Caritas Australia Project          
Compassion Appeal.  
 

This year’s Project Compassion stories are 
about our  desire for a full and beautiful life 
within the surroundings  of home. Not just a 
house to live in, but a life filled with           
certainty, free from the burden of poverty 
with access to food, water, education,         
healthcare and shelter.  
 

Donations to Project Compassion allow Caritas  
Australia, the Catholic Agency for              
International Aid and Development, to work 
towards this creation of a more just and fair 
world for whole communities.  
  

Each homeroom has a     
Project Compassion box 
for your donations.  
  

Please put your compassion 
into action this Lent by  
s u ppo r t i n g  P r o je c t            
Compassion 2014. 



Rose Day 





SAVE THE DATE! 
for 

Holy Family Primary School, Emerton 
10th Anniversary Celebrations 

 
 
 
 
 
             Saturday 7 June 2014             on Thursday 18 September  2014 
    At Holy Family Primary School 10am - 3pm                    Further details available soon 

  Community Announcements 

Positions Vacant - The Sydney Royal Easter Show 
We are a showbag retailer which supplies showbags at Sydney Royal Easter Show and have up to 40 casual positions 
available for 15-17yr olds. We would love to hear from anyone interested in earning some extra holiday money. 
Sydney Easter Show runs from 10 April 2014 until the 23 April and we require enthusiastic young people for customer 
service. 
 

If any of your great young people are interested they are able to send an email expressing their interest to 
belinda@gagmagic.com applications close 30 March. 
 

Contact Belinda from Gag Magic Showbags: belinda@gagmagic.com 
Mobile 0417702668 
 

POSITION VACANT - DRIVER 

Position - Temporary/Part Time (commencing Term 2, 2014) 
Loyola Trade Training Centre requires a driver to drive the school bus each day to transport students from the Hills 
District to and from school. The position is split shift with 2 hours in the morning (from 6.30am) and 2 hours in the 
afternoon (from either 2.30pm or 4.00pm). The successful applicant may negotiate job share. The position is a             
term-by-term contract as no driving is required during school holidays and/or student block work placement. 
 

Position Criteria 
The successful applicant requires a current NSW Drivers' Licence C Class as well as having a Working with Children 
Check approved.  The applicant must have an ability to build a rapport with the students, be reliable, flexible and             
responsible. 
 

Further Information 
Applications should include a full resume including Working with Children approval and copy of Drivers' Licence.  Names 
and contact details of at least two recent referees must also be included. 
For further enquiries contact Tammy Prestage  Phone:  (02) 9832 4455 or Email – Loyolattc@parra.catholic.edu.au 

 

Send application to: 
The Principal 

Loyola Senior High School 
PO Box 145 



  Community Announcements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

open internationally 
 

Head On is expecting the unexpected 
- short pieces composed of combina-
tions of visual art, sound art, moving 
images or other media. This can be 

anything which incorporates photog-
raphy and sits 'outside the boxes' of 

stills photography and short films. 

OVER $50,000  PRIZES AWARDED 

More info at https://headon.com.au 

Close 9 March 2014 



  From the Bishops Office and Catholic Education Office 

 

Enter via facebook or email your entry to 
CSWcomp@dow.catholic.edu.au.  

Grace & Silence Retreat Day: 8 March 
Young women aged 17-30 who are discerning their vocation to marriage, single or consecrated life or who would like to 
have a day of recollection are invited to the Schoenstatt Shrine at Mulgoa. Grace & Silence commences with a short  
impulse followed by Eucharistic Adoration; silent prayer and reflection and concludes with a group rosary and afternoon 
tea. From 9.30am-4.30pm. Cost $20 includes lunch. The Schoenstatt Shrine is at 230 Fairlight Rd, Mulgoa. For further 
information and registration contact: Sister M Julie 0408 738 334, juliebrcar@gmail.com 
 

Faith at the Fiddler: 13 March 
A forum for young people aged 18-35 to gather together to discuss issues of faith and spirituality in the friendly and 
warm atmosphere of Sydney’s most famous pub. Speaker: Dr Ryan Messmore, President of Campion College, Toongabbie. 
Topic: Theology of the Body – Answering the Deeper Questions; the Meaning of Sex and the Body. Time: 5pm-7pm. 
Venue: The Greenway Room at the Mean Fiddler, cnr Commercial & Windsor Rds, Rouse Hill. Details: Steven Buhagiar – 
Catholic Education, Parramatta,sbuhagiar@parra.catholic.edu.au 
 

Preparing Music for the Easter Triduum 
These workshops organised by the Office for Worship include ministerial chants for clergy (priests and deacons),      
cantors and choir, with particular focus on the new translations and chants for the Unveiling of the Cross (Good Friday) 
and the Exsultet (Easter Vigil). 
From 7.30pm-9pm on these dates: 
13 March at St Patrick’s Cathedral Hall, 1 Marist Plc, Parramatta 
20 March at St Nicholas of Myra Parish, 326 High St, Penrith 
27 March at St Patrick’s Parish, 51-55 Allawah St, Blacktown 
RSVP on the Monday before the workshop you want to attend: Office for Worship tel (02) 8838 3414,                       
liturgysupport@parra.catholic.org.au 
 

Living Lent Daily – Retreat Day: 15 March 
The Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth offer retreat opportunities for single Catholic women aged 18-35 who are 
seeking to deepen their spiritual life. Join the Sisters for a Retreat Day of Lent reflections and prayers followed by a 
social gathering. Lunch and dinner provided. Where: 116 Quakers Rd, Marayong. Cost: free but registration is              
essential. RSVP: 11 March to Sr Margaret tel (02) 9626 9200, 0420 754 727, margaretcsfn@gmail.com   
Visit www.csfn.org.au 
 

Australian Catholic Historical Society Colloquium: 16 March 
God in the Lodge: The religious beliefs of Australia’s Prime Ministers. Speaker: Roy Williams, lawyer and author of the 
international best-seller God, Actually. Starts 2.30pm, admission free, no membership required. Crypt Hall of                      
St Patrick's at Church Hill, Grosvenor St, The Rocks. 
Inquiries: Dr John Carmody, President ACHS, (02) 9417 2082, john.carmody@sydney.edu.au 
 
 



 

OUR  
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St Aidan’s Primary 
1-5 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625 3181 
Fax: 02 9625 5612 
 
 
Sacred Heart Primary 
23 Nelson Street 
Mt Druitt South 
Ph:   02 9625  8733 
Fax: 02 9832 2258 
 
 
Holy Family Primary 
Weber Crescent 
Emerton 
Ph:   02 9628 9232 
Fax: 02 9628 9589 
 
 
St John Vianney’s Primary 
17 Cameron Street 
Doonside 
Ph:   02 9831 1817 
Fax: 02 9831 6430 
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together 

 
 Sport  

Swimming Carnival 
On Friday 28 February, our school had its Annual Swimming Carnival at Emerton 
Swimming Pool. This year was different to previous swimming carnival's. It was a 
'competitors only’ carnival with only 50 competitors. The weather was not the best, 
however we were in high spirits as we were going to get wet anyway. 

 

Many of our Year 10 students helped out on the day and we thanks them for doing so. 
We would like to acknowledge Aiden and Natasha for marshaling, Raaj and Monique 
for timekeeping, as well as Seann for being our photographer.  

 

We would also like to thank Mr Chavez, Mr Devine, Miss Mackney, Mr Regan and Miss 
Moxham. The swimming carnival wouldn't have happened without you.  

 

Overall, it was a great day and we encourage more people to participate in next 
year's swimming carnival (Mr Devine has promised better weather so don't worry!) 
 

Bailey Raymond and Michael Fernandez 
 
 

 
 
 

SKOOL IS KOOL  
THE GOOD GUYS - PROSPECT 

When purchasing at the GOOD GUYS PROSPECT store only,  please let them know 
you are from St Agnes Catholic High School and they will register your purchase 
against our school. For every $35 spent, our school will receive $1 reward credit to 
spend on school resources. 



 

OUR PARISHES 
 
St Aidan’s  
9 Adelaide Street 
Rooty Hill 
Ph:   02 9625  8404 
 
 
Sacred Heart  
23 Nelson Street 
Mt Druitt South 
Ph:   02 9625  8847 
 
 
Holy Family  
254 Luxford Road 
Emerton 
Ph:   02 9628  7272 
 
 
St John Vianney’s  
17 Cameron Street 
Doonside 
Ph:   02 9622  3426 
 

Important information 

INSURANCE 
At all times and for all activities undertaken at the school, great care is taken to ensure 
student safety but from time to time students are injured or have accidents. All        
students are covered for ambulance expenses incurred during school hours or on school 
organized events. If you have any queries regarding insurance policies, please contact 
the office on 8882 0700. 

HOMEWORK CLUB 

Tuesday afternoon 

2.30pm—3.30pm in the Library 

ALL WELCOME. 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
Tuesday - during school terms 

10.00am –12 noon 
Orders can be left at the office at any time  and 

will be filled on the following Tuesday. 

LOST PROPERTY 
Please place your childs name on all items of 
clothing. We have accumulated many items 

of clothing with NO name on them. 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

8.00am - 3.00pm  

Message bank facilities available. 

TAU BREAKFAST 
Tuesday –Friday 

7.40 –8.10am 
In Canteen area 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

YOU CAN STILL ORDER SCHOOL PHOTOS! 
Online ordering is now available at www.advancedlife.com.au.  

Use the code QF8 B2A E3H.  

SUPERVISION 
St Agnes Catholic High School staff are responsible for offering a safe and supportive 
environment for students while in the school’s care. A key aspect of this is supervision.  
The supervision of students commences at 7.45 am and concludes at 2.45pm. 

EMAILING ASSESMENTS  
Students can email their assignments to stagnes@parra.catholic.edu.au. They will be 
forwarded to the teacher each day. Students are asked to include the teacher’s name 
and their name in the subject line of the email to ensure it is received by the correct 
teacher and the student is credited with the assignment. A return email will be sent to 
the student confirming receipt. 

SCHOOL NOTES 

All School Notes are placed on our website. 
www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au 
(on the Parents/ School Notes tab) 

 

SCHOOL FEES 
School fees for Term One are due by TODAY. 

(Payments made by bpay or at the post office take 3 days to process). 
If you need an extension of time to pay your account or if you did not receive 
your statement please contact the school finance office on 8882 0702. 


