
St Agnes Catholic High School

Diary Dates
2-6 November

Yr 7-9 Exam period

4 November

Yr 8A line Swim School

9 November

Yr 10 Swim School

10 November

Yr  8 A line Visual Arts Excursion

11 November

Yr 9 HSIE Excursion

13 November

Yr 8 B line Swim School

16 November

Yr 7 Vaccinations

Yr 7/2016 Information Evening

17 November

Yr  8 B line Visual Arts Excursion

18 November

Staff Development Day

20 November

CAPA Performance Night

24 November

Yr 8 A line Bicentennial Park 
Excursion

Yr 10 Beach Day

A member of the Christ Catholic College Community of Schools

ph: 8882 0700   fax: 8882 0790

  email: stagnes@parra.catholic.edu.au

to truth through love
St AgnesRootyHill www.stagnesrootyhill.edu.au

In this Issue
1. Principal?s Address

2. Assistant Principal?s Report 

3. TLC Report  

3. REC Report

5. Christmas Hampers

5. Road to Bethlehem 

6. Uniform Shop price list

7. Advertisements

8. Busways Announcment

30 October 2015

Dear Parents

Last week we received a visit from Bishop Kevin Manning to concelebrate Mass and the Sacraments with our 
community. This celebration culminated in the Sacraments for 12 of our students who completed the 
Sacramental Program here at St Agnes.

Our thanks to Fr Alan Layt, Parish Priest at St Aidans, Mrs Suzan Habib, Religious Education teacher and Ms 
Julie Atkins, our Religious Education Coordinator who organised and conducted the program throughout the 
year. There are photographs of this wonderful celebration further in this newsletter .

Many parents who attended this celebration were amazed at the cake that was presented to our community. 
We thank 'La Royale Patisserie"  located at 9/1183-1185 The Horsley Drive, Wetherill Park (Tel: 9604 4008) 
for making the beautiful cake for us.  

Throughout the month of November many new students will visit our school for Orientations Days and 
Information Evenings in readiness for 2016. If you are aware of any families wishing to enrol  students in 
any year group for 2016 please ask them to make contact with the school as places are fill ing quickly.

Finally, congratulations to our Year 7 and 9 students for their exceptional results in the 2015 NAPLAN 
examination.

Peter Brogan
Peter Brogan
Principal

Staff Development Day 

 Wednesday 18 November 2015. 
Students are not required to attend school. There will be NO supervision for students.

https://www.facebook.com/StAgnesRootyHill
http://www.stagnesrootyhill.edu.au


 From the Assistant Principal - Mr Peter Regan

Our Year 10 students have completed their f inal examinations at St Agnes and another milestone 
has been reached. They have presented themselves in an outstanding manner as they completed 
them. When ref lecting on their t ime at St Agnes over the past four years there are a number of 
things that come to mind. 

- The importance of the various relationships that exist between the school and home, staff  
and students, school and parish, students and students .

- The journey they have embarking on as they develop into young adults.
- How they developed resilience through taking risks, trying new things and making 

mistakes. 
- 21st Century education and how learning and teaching has changed beyond just the 

physical space. 
- Incredible technological changes and advancements. The use of the iPad with all of their 

learning.

At St Agnes Catholic High School the mantra and values of this community to be safe and respectful 
builds on the example of Jesus. It is vitally important as Catholic schools to deepen each individual?s 
relationship with God 

... through the exploration of the scripture, prayer and participation in liturgies.

It is important to be self  confident. 

... and encourage others through our words and actions. 

It is important to be self  disciplined. 

... in our work, in our speech, in our behaviour. 

It is important to be happy. 

... and to contribute to the happiness of others. 

It is important to think for oneself . 

... and to be considerate of the thoughts and feelings of others. 

Workplace Heal th and Safety at  St  Agnes

At St Agnes Catholic High School there is a Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) Committee 
consisting of f ive staff  members. Membership of the committee is reviewed every 2 years, or as 
required, and whenever possible includes a mix of staff  members so as to be representative of the 
dif ferent areas of work and safety within the school. 

The committee meets at least once a term and as required to consider specif ic issues. 

Minutes of each meeting are produced and the chairperson of the WHS committee provides copies 
of minutes to the School Principal and report any f indings and recommendations that may require 
Executive approval for further action, response or implementation. 

Any member of school staff  or student can report any WHS concern they may have directly to a 
member of the WHS committee. Some WHS concerns may be addressed by procedural changes to 
avoid or minimize the risk of injury or accident.

Peter Regan
Assistant Principal
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From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator - Mr Laurence DeMartin

 

STUDY CLUB

Monday Lunchtime

 in CH5

HOMEWORK CLUB

Tuesday

2.30-3.30pm

in GR12A 

BOOK CLUB

Wednesday Lunchtime 
in GR12A

ANIME CLUB

Friday Lunchtime

in CH4

In the last newsletter I included some tips for students on how to study and prepare for their f inal 
exams of the year. In this edition, in preparation for the Year 7-9 exams next week ,I will focus on exam 
taking techniques that will benefit all students when sitt ing for their exams.  

Studying is only a part of getting good results on your exam. No matter how hard you study as a 
student if  you do not know how to go about taking a test, whether multiple choice or extended 
response, you will not score the highest possible mark. 

Below are some useful test taking techniques, strategies and suggestions. 

- Make good use of your reading time if  provided, by carefully reading, then re-reading each 
question. 

- While you are answering one question, information about another may suddenly occur to you. 
Write it down somewhere because when you come to that question perhaps an hour later, you 
may have forgotten it. 

- If  you have time at the end, go over and check your paper. Look for obvious errors, such as 
having skipped a question. Read your answers to see whether you have anything extra to add. 

- Do not spend too long on multiple choice questions. With multiple choice questions it is best 
to cover the answers and work out your own before looking at the choices on the paper. If  you 
cannot answer it then have a guess. Never leave a multiple choice question blank. 

- Never omit an entire question. No matter how well you answer other questions, you must 
leave time for all questions - a perfect answer can stil l only earn a certain number of marks. If  
you write nothing, you cannot receive any marks. Write something - it may at least give you a 
few marks. 

- If  you do run out of t ime, use point form as a way to summarise what you intended to write - it 
may earn you one or two extra marks. 

- Do not waste precious time on 'waff le' or on re-writ ing the question. If  you do not know the 
answer, write a couple of key words and move onto the next question. 

Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator: Curriculum 

From the Religious Education Coordinator - Ms Julie Atkins

The Sacraments of  Eucharist  and Conf irmat ion

On Thursday October 22 we were very fortunate to have Bishop Emeritus Kevin Manning 
con-celebrate mass with Fr John Paul Escarlan from St Patrick?s Cathedral, Fr Patrick Mullins from 
Holy Family Emerton and Fr Roy Cabridil la from St Aidan?s parish.  The mass was held to celebrate 
the Sacraments of Init iation, Holy Communion and Confirmation of which we had 12 of our students 
make the Sacrament of Confirmation and 4 students made the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

We would like to congratulate the 12 students who made their sacraments.

YEAR 7 - Kasey Catania, Kyla May King, Lil ly Thomas

YEAR 8 - Angelique Mangahas, Mylyn Mesina, Rianna Pulido

YEAR 9 - Martin Nguyen, Jasmine Thomas

YEAR 10 - Joanelle Arroyo, Alvin Gonzales Swift , Danzel Saguid, Alexis Viloria

Mrs Habib led the students through the Sacramental Program throughout Terms 2, 3 and into Term 
4.  I would like to thank her on behalf  of our school community for the time and effort spent forming 
the students.

We will be conducting a Sacramental Program next year for any students wanting to make any of the 
Sacraments.  A note will go home in the coming weeks to express your interest in participating in 
2016 program.

Julie Atkins
Religious Education Coordinator



More photos on our website http://www.stagnesrootyhill.catholic.edu.au/galleries



The Road to Bethlehem
presented by St Agnes

We have been approached by St Vincent de Paul to 
once again participate in the Christmas Hamper 
appeal.  

Each Homeroom are asked to prepare a Christmas 
Hamper to donate to 'Vinnies' for families in our 
local area who are in need of help, especially 
around Christmas time.  We are aware that these 
donations are very important and help many of 
those in our local community. 

To the right is  a list of products that St Vincent de 
Paul have requested. Most teachers are using this 
list and assigning a particular product to specif ic 
students, so please check with your child before 
purchasing any products. 

I look forward to receiving items, organising the 
Christmas Hampers and look forward to handing 
them over to 'Vinnies' over the coming weeks.

Julie Atkins
Religious Education Coordinator

Suggest ions Christmas Decorations eg. Bon Bons, 
Tinsel, Tins of Shoulder Ham, Christmas Cake/  
Pudding, Long life Custard/Cream/Milk, Tins of Fruit, 
Lollies, Chips, Biscuits, Salsa, Drinks eg. Soft drink, 
fruit juice, cordial, Rice, Jellies, Jam, Honey, 
Vegemite, Coffee /  Tea /  Sugar, Hot Chocolate, Milo, 
Gravox, Tins of Vegetables eg. Carrots, Peas, Corn, 
potatoes, Pasta, Pasta Sauces, Meal Base 
Ingredients, Christmas Plates /  Serviettes 

Year 10  

Important Dates

24 November 

Beach Day

25 November - 1 December

Loyola Trade School 
Orientation

30 November - 4 December

Loyola Senior High School 
Orientation

8 December

Graduation Day

9 December

Formal Night

Walk back in time to the Messiah's miraculous journey, at St Agnes Catholic High School. During this 
joyful occasion you will participate in a breathtaking interpretation of the Nativity story. The staff  
and students of St Agnes have worked hard to present an outstanding live performance, to bring the 
past to the present.  This play will evoke emotions of jubilation, astonishment and admiration as the 
Christmas story is revealed through a live re-enactment. 

Join the festive spirit and become a part of the play, by dressing up in nativity themed costumes to 
enrich your overall experience.  Prepare to be mesmerised by the angelic choir and musicians, who 
enhance the performance with songs of praise and gratitude. 

With exciting surprises, the ?Road to Bethlehem? is not one to miss on Tuesday 1 December 2015. 

St Vincent de Paul Hamper Donation

 Year 7-9 Students

Do you intend NOT 
returning to St  Agnes 

in 2016?

Please contact our 

Enrolment Off icer on 

8882 0704 to notify her of 
your forwarding school

Attendance at school is compulsory. There have been a number of changes to the guidelines regarding 
school attendance over the past years including the change to the school leaving age and conditions for 
granting approval for leave. Further information is available at the following websites:

 www.cecnsw.catholic.edu.au 

http:/ / schools.nsw.edu.au/ leavingschool/ index.php

Student Attendance



Uniform Shop Price List Uniform Shop Hours for

2016 January School Holidays

Thursday 21 January 2016 and 

Friday 22 January 2016,

10am to Noon



OUR PARISH
SCHOOLS

St Aidan's Primary
1-5 Adelaide Street
Rooty Hill
ph:  9625 3181
fax: 9625 5612

Sacred Heart Primary 
23 Nelson Street
Mount Druitt South
ph:  9625 8733
fax: 9832 2258

Holy Family
Weber Crescent
Emerton
ph:  9628 9232
fax: 9628 9589

St John Vianney's Primary
17 Cameron Street
Doonside
ph: 9831 1817
fax:9831 6430

  a diverse
  community
  learning
  together

ST AGNES ON FACEBOOK 
We encourage all parents and students who are 
on Facebook to like StAgnesCHSRootyHill at  
www.facebook.com/stagneschsrootyhill.

Our Facebook page is quickly becoming an 
important way to connect with what?s 
happening around the school and create a 
lively online community. It will also be the 
most eff icient way to get up-to-the-minute 
information.

A centenary re-enactment of the 1915 Coo-ee Recruitment March 
began in Gilgandra on 17th October and will arrive in Sydney on 11th 
November 2015 to commemorate the march, and the 263 men who 
answered the call of ?Coo-ee! Come and join us!? and joined up and 
enlisted in the AIF during the First World War. 

Mount Druitt Historical Society is holding a  commemorative service 
when the marchers arrive at the Mount Druitt Waterholes 
Commemorative Garden on November 8, 2015 at 11am.  Everyone is 
welcome.

"Won't YOU Come!"

CAREERS
POSITIONS VACANT

Linfox are looking for young energetic people 
who are interested in a career within Fleet 
Maintenance within the Erskine Park area(s).  
Working in a state of the art workshop, this 
position can potentially lead to a mechanic 
apprenticeship and further career progression for 
the right candidate. Successful candidates must 
have their own car and licence or reliable means 
to travel to the workshop. Positions will 
commence January 2016.                             

Interested candidates please submit your CV to 
patrica_ryan@linfox.com by 18 December 2015.

Defence Force Recruit ing will be running the 
Royal Military College Forum - Init iative, 
Motivation & Leadership, where an off icer in the 
Army and graduate of the royal military college 
will be speaking about their experiences, insights 
and personal accounts of their t ime as a leader in 
the ADF.  

When: 4 November 2015

Time: 6.30-8.30pm

Where: Manpower Head Off ice, Level 22 Tower 2, 
201 Sussex Street, Sydney

Apprent iceships

Apprenticeships are available at 
http:/ / 1300apprentice.com.au/ job-search/



OUR PARISHES

St Aidan's 
9 Adelaide Street
Rooty Hill
ph:  925 8404

Sacred Heart 
23 Nelson Street
Mount Druitt South
ph:  9625 8847

Holy Family
254 Luxford Road
Emerton
ph:  9628 7272

St John Vianney's 
17 Cameron Street
Doonside
ph: 9622 3426

Important Message from Busways

The bus numbers of Busways trips serving St Agnes will change, commencing on Monday 2 November 
2015.  This is due to Transport for NSW business rules that necessitate all bus companies convert 
dedicated school buses to an individual 4 digit number, in order to assist with reporting and technology 
requirements.  As a result, the existing 1 and/or 2 digit numbers will  change,for example Bus 1 becomes 
6048. 

It is important to note that there are no changes to the bus routes or arrival / departure t imes.   

Should you have any questions about this change please contact Busways Customer Service on                
9497 1870 or 9497 1887.


