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Uniform Shop Open  
10am -2.30pm 
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Elective Photography 
Incursion 
26 March  
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Easter Show Excursion 
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Cross Country 
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Athletics Carnival 
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Stations of the Cross 
2 April  
Term 1 Concludes 
20 April 

Term 2 Commences 
 

 

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Year 7/2016 
Information  
Afternoon 

 

30 March 2015 
School Tours 3pm 

Information Session  
3.30 -4.30pm 
All Welcome 

 

20 March 2015 
 
Dear Parents, students and staff 

Looking for something worthwhile to do for yourself during the season of Lent? How about 
having a look at how you participate as a member of our single human family that is equally 
marvellous, fascinating and perhaps threatening in its diversity. Lent is often a time given 
over to "holy" words of repentance and promises of self-reform but: "However many 
words you speak, what good will they do if you do not act on them?" Buddha.  
 
The challenges of our times are not only political and social, they are spiritual: "The 
modern world is 'desacralised', that is why it is in crisis. The modern person must 
rediscover a deeper source of personal spiritual life." Carl Jung. It is difficult to grow 
spiritually, morally or ethically, if we fail to give due recognition that all people are equally 
valuable and important. We can't grow spiritually, morally or ethically if we belittle people 
different to us in their appearance, manner and customs in order to make us feel more 
important as human beings. We will begin to grow spiritually, morally and ethically, when we 
are ready to sincerely embrace the truth and fascination of our differences and welcome 
the common yearnings we have about life.  
 
Stephanie Dowrick expresses this sentiment beautifully when she writes: "Seeing life 
itself as sacred yours, mine, all of life- makes our differences far less frightening. More 
importantly, it makes sense of how like one another we are in our simplest and most 
profound longings. 
 
“Whatever our culture, religion or language, we 
want food, shelter and good health. We want to 
be able to get up in the morning, enthusiastically, 
and sleep safely at night. We want health, safety 
and happiness for our loved ones. We want to 
know that our lives are purposeful and sometimes 
gracious. We want to feel part of something 
greater than ourselves. We want and need 
inspiration and meaning." Extract. Seeking the Sacred. 
 
St Paul in his inspiring letter to the people of 
Philippi encouraged them to, "Show an agreeable 
attitude to everyone". He suggested how they 
might be able to do this: "All that is true, all that 
is worthy of reverence, all that is holy and good, 
all that is lovely to look at and beautiful to hear, 
all that has virtue and all that deserves praise, let 
that be the content of your thinking." Phil. 4: 5,8,9. 
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Our spirituality is as personal as our breath or our fingerprint, but, as we move through 
the forty days of Lent, we might on occasion, surrender freely to the quiet within us, to 
rediscover the resources and strengths that are there. We might begin to see better 
and appreciate more, the value of our existence, to see ourselves with more gratitude 
and respect and to see others in a like manner. 
 

Make the season of Lent a significant one for yourself and others. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Peter Brogan 
Principal 

printed materials. These skills include 
such things as links, images, icons, and 
searching. 
 

The internet is a wonderful resource for 
finding things to support your child's 
literacy development. If you are 
searching for a good book to read to your 
child, try entering a publisher or an 
author's name into a reliable search 
engine such as Google. 
 

Join the NSW Premier's Reading 
Challenge 
Encourage your child to enter in the 
NSW Premier's Reading Challenge to 
develop their love of reading. Read more 
about it on the School A to Z website. 
 

Being Safe on the Internet 
Regardless of your child's age, the world 
may already know a lot more about them 
than you suspect. According to recent 
research: 
·  92% of children under the age of two 
have a digital presence (it starts with 
proud parents posting newborn baby 
photos on Facebook or Instagram) 
·  a quarter of Australian children aged 
between eight and 12 use Facebook, 
despite the minimum age for a user being 
13 
· more than 20 percent of teens publish 
photos of themselves on the photo-
sharing website Instagram 
·  young people between the ages of 14 
and 19 have an average of 453 fans, 
friends or followers on social media. 
 

Even if you don't know a lot about social 
media yourself, you can help your child 
stay safe online, simply by asking them 
about the social media accounts they are 
using, and regularly reminding them of 
the importance of keeping their personal 
information private.  
  

From the Assistant 
Principal ,  
Mr Peter Regan 
 
Your son/daughter has just finished 
completing our compulsory Pat Reading 
test for the first part of this year. The 
PAT Reading is a thoroughly researched 
and normed test for measuring and 
tracking student achievement in reading 
comprehension, word knowledge, and 
spelling. It provides teachers with 
objective information on setting realistic 
learning goals and planning effective 
programs. It is our way of tracking 
progress of our students and their 
reading levels each year. Testing occurs 
every six months.  It is highly successful. 
and there has been some very strong 
reading gains achieved by many of our 
students. 
 

Here are some simple tips to encourage 
your child to become a strong reader and 
a book lover for the rest of their lives. 
 

Share a book at home 
Children love to hear a story read aloud. 
Try reading with different voices, lots of 
emotion, invented sound effects and 
funny faces. Change the tone in your 
voice and vary its loudness or softness. 
Have fun and enjoy it. 
 

It is a good idea to practice reading 
before sharing a book. Listen to your 
child talk about the story and the 
pictures. Try asking your child which 
parts of the books they found exciting, 
funny or different. 
 

Research the internet 
When kids use the internet, they need 
skills and knowledge that are different 
from those found in books and other 
 
  



 

 

The Information and Privacy Commission NSW  has created a lot of  
practical information and security tips for parents and students such  
as 
·  resources to help prevent identity theft 
·  information on cyber bullying 
·  guides to protecting your digital reputation 
·  information about mobile apps and the data they may collect. 
 
What parents should know about Instagram 
It's hard to keep up with all the social media platforms and apps our  
kids want to use. Instagram is currently one of the most popular  
social networks for school-aged children at the moment. It's a free,  
photo and video sharing mobile application and social network for  
people aged 13 years and over. There's no age-verification process  
though, so younger children can create an account pretty easily,  
sometimes without parents even knowing. Instagram say they'll remove under-age users' accounts if they are 
reported. 
 

Instagram has just published "A Parent's Guide to Instagram", and it's a great place to start if you want to 
know more about how it works and how it can be used safely. 
 

The simplest way to stay informed is to ask your child what apps and social media they know about and ask 
them to show you how they work. 
 

It's a good, non-threatening approach because: 
• kids and teens find out about new apps, games and social networks long before we do 
• even less chatty teens tend to enjoy the chance to share their expertise 
• you'll narrow your focus down to only those social networks and apps your kids use 
• it  opens up the conversation about social media tools and their social life in general 
• if you ask your child to show you how to "block" other users, "report" abuse,  "delete" their own posts and 

change their privacy settings, you'll learn how it's done but also know they're able to use those options if 
they need to. 

The good news is we don't have to be social media experts to keep our kids safe, but we do have to be good 
communicators and talk to them regularly about their social lives – both on and offline. 
 

Please be aware of what is happening at home with your son/daughter and their use of the internet. We use 
the school-bullying motto of “It Starts and Stops with You” as a key to what happens on the internet.  

 

If you have any concerns or issues with this, please let me know. My details are 0458 234 314 or 
pregan@parra.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Peter Regan 
Assistant 
 Principal 

St Agnes Catholic High School 
Year 7/2016 Information Afternoon 

Monday 30 March 2015    3.00 -4.30pm 
(For parents and students who missed our previous evening) 



 

 

 

From the Teaching & Learning Coordinator,  
Mr Laurence De Martin       

 

 

Years 7 & 8 EMU (Extending Mathematical Understanding) Program 
The Mathematics department has been busy testing Year 7 students’ mathematical 
knowledge and understanding, as part of the EMU program which the school has 
participated in since 2012. The program was developed by Mathematics experts at the 
Australian Catholic University, Ballarat campus and has been endorsed by our Catholic 
Education Office, Parramatta. 
 

The focus of this program is to improe student learning outcomes by developing 
greater understanding of mathematical concepts. Miss Gannon and Mr Krishna will be 
working closely with the most vulnerable Year 7 mathematics students in this 
intervention program. The program will also be offered to Year 8 students, with Mr 
Hilder and Ms Penna running intervention programs for selected students. The school 
recognises the importance of students being numerate and encourages parents to help 
promote numeracy moments in their child’s everyday life. Tasks such as working out 
the change to be received when shopping or being able to read a train timetable 
correctly helps to develop student's numeracy skills. 
 

Year 8 Mathematics 
All students in Year 8 Mathematics have begun the year studying area and 
circumferences of circles and volume of shapes. Their formal assessment task for 
Term 1 required them to apply their knowledge and skills of area, circumferences and 
volume to complete a school practical based task. Being able to implement the above 
concepts are vital life skills for all students. Some of the tasks students have 
completed include measuring the brick garden beds in the school quadrangle and 
determining its area and perimeter, then calculating the amount of soil, in cubic 
metres, that would be needed to fill them up to the top of the brick line. Students 
have enjoyed applying the mathematical skills they have learned in class to solve 
practical problems. In undertaking these tasks, students have both realised and 
appreciated the importance of using mathematical skills to solve real life problems. 
 

Laurence De Martin 
Teaching & Learning Coordinator 

Cupcakes for Caritas  

As we are in the month of Lent and are raising funds for Caritas, an organisation that 
works to help those on the fringes of society, Ms Beckett and students of 7.5 
Homeroom, decided to hold a cake stall. 

 

We would like to thank Marcia Diaz Escobar, owner of ‘Marcias Creations’ and mother 
of Nicolas, for donating 100 cupcakes for the stall and to all other students and their 
families for baking amazing treats. 

 

Students gave up both their recess and lunch for this cause and together we raised 
$269.10. Our class goal is $300 so we are not too far off our goal.   
 

Sarah Beckett - Teacher 
 



 

 

From the Religious 
Education Coordinator, 
Ms Julie Atkins 
 
Fruits of the Earth 
 

Our journey through Lent to Easter 
reminds us that Jesus, the light, has come 
into the world dispelling the darkness of 
evil and restoring broken lives. One 
example of the light of Jesus – and the 
transformation it brings – is a project in 
rural Nepal where, despite its natural 
beauty, many people are very poor, barely 
surviving by farming small plots of land. 
 
When Caritas Nepal, supported by Caritas 
Australia, initiated the Kolkatla Fish Raising 
Group eight years ago, one of the first to 
join was mother-of-three Sarita whose 
small farm was not producing enough to 
provide for her family. 
 
Caritas Nepal gave the group of eight men 
and four women a low-interest loan, along 
with the training and equipment they 
needed to establish a successful business 
of raising and selling fish. 
 
The group leased a natural pond on the 
northern side of their village, and with 
much hard work their business has grown to 
become one of the most successful 
enterprises supported by Caritas Nepal. 
 
“The program has provided our family with 
good health and hope”, says Sarita. “And it 
has become a platform for the unity and 
growth of the community.” 
 
Human growth and potential relies on 
adequate food for life and the willingness 
of individuals to work together to build 
community. 
 
It is fabulous to see many in the St Agnes 
High School building community with the 
poor of the world by committing to our 
Project Compassion target. Our school 
community has been giving up and taking up 
all kinds of things for Lent transforming 
others and ourselves in the process.   Last 
week we held a mufti day to raise funds for 
Project Compassion and slowly but surely 
our homeroom classes are starting to hold 
stalls of different types, including the 
favourite cake stalls. 

 

I trust that we continue to share the 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
give it up          
or                    
take it up 

Lent 
 

Traditionally, Lent is a 
time where Catholics 
fast, give up something 

and give money to 
support others in need. 
We encourage all our 
students to give up or 

take up something for all 
of Lent. 

fruits of the earth as we journey closer 
and closer to Easter. 
 
We welcome back both Mr Madigan and Mr 
Sadsad, who last week attended the 
Franciscan School’s Conference in 
Melbourne.  Much knowledge was shared in 
terms of Franciscan Heritage, and is now 
our responsibility to pass to the next 
generation of St Agnes students. 
 
Mr Madigan and Mr Sadsad have a 
refreshed and renewed outlook on our 
Franciscan Spirituality, and we will no 
doubt see the fruits of their inspiration in 
mass and liturgy going forward. 
 
We look forward to the next Conference in 
2017, which is to be held in Sydney. 
 
Julie Atkins 
Religious Education Coordinator 

O Divine Master, grant me 
help to achieve the aims of my 

life; 
Grant me the strength to 
control my mind and the 

senses; 
Grant me a strong mind, to 
develop absence of greed; 
Grant me power to offer 

prayers punctually every day; 
And let me be punctual in my 

everyday life. 

ANZAC DAY CEREMONY 
 

 

Marking the 100th anniversary  
of the ANZAC landings at Gallipoli. 

24th April 2015 
9.30am 

ALL WELCOME 



 

 

Mr Brogan was presented with a framed ‘Slouch Hat” from 
staff and students who attend St Vianneys Parish School. 
Along with the framed art was the explanation below. It will 
be proudly displayed in the San Damiano Centre after our 
ANZAC Ceremony on 24th April 2015. 
 
The Story of the making of this Slouch Hat 
Last year in June, Year 5 at St John Vianney’s Parish School 
embarked on an exciting learning journey. It began with a visit 
to St Agnes’ High School where we witnessed an engaging 
monologue performed by an actor who recounted his time as a 
soldier in the Light Horse Brigade. This performance launched 
Morris Gleitzman’s new book “ Loyal Creatures” and was a 
springboard for our learning tasks on Loyal Companions and 
The Light Horse Brigade.  
 
The tasks listed below are all part of our learning for the 
submission for the Anzac Day Awards Competition St. John 
Vianney’s enters each year. 
 
We: 

• Wrote responses to picture books 
• Dressed up as a Light Horse Soldier and wrote a biographical recount of an imaginary soldier who 

fought in World War 1 
• Constructed info cards on the extensive role that animals have played in global conflicts. 
• Painted and created pictures of a light horse soldier and his loyal companion 
• Made 3D Models of Gallipoli and Beersheba. 
• Oral presentations and slide shows. 
• Designed and presented a book trailer using IMovie of a picture book based on the Impact of War 
• Made poppies and wrote messages of peace and remembrance which will be placed at Gallipoli by one of 

our class mates and his family on 25th April 2015 
• Constructed a Centenary Garden with Gallipoli Roses and Anzac Callistemons 
• Finally, our replica slouch hats that we have drawn, cut, assembled and framed.  
 

We present these framed slouch hats to you today as a reminder of the responsibility that we all have of 
maintaining the legacy and the spirit of the ANZACS. We believe that it is so important that we know about 
the men and women who gave their life a hundred years ago so that we can live in freedom and peace today. We 
hope that you will find a place of pride at your school to display the slouch hat or use it in your 2015 ANZAC 
Day ceremony.  
 

From the staff and students at St. John Vianney’s Parish School Doonside  February, 2015 

Presentation to St Agnes from St John Vianney Parish School 

ANZAC Commemorative Event  
 
 
 
 
 

Two students, Kristy Goodwin and Madeline Sultana, have been 
accepted to take part in the NSW RSL Youth Club Reciprocal 
Tour, which is an exchange programme between members of the 
NSW RSL and New Zealand RSA. 
 

From 18 April to 2 May, Kristy and Madeline will join approximately 
30 Youth Club members and officials to forge a common bond of 
heritage and build new and everlasting friendships with their New 
Zealand counterparts. On ANZAC Day, Kristy and Madeline will 
participate with a dance group at an ANZAC Dawn Service. 
 

This is a great opportunity for both students to, not only 
represent their country, but to carry on the tradition of the 
ANZACS, each one learning from the other and we wish them well. Kristy Goodwin 

 Madeline Sultana 



 

 

Elective Art & Photography:  
Art Express Excursion 

Elective Art and Photography students visited the Art 
Gallery of New South Wales on the 10th March. The 
purpose of this excursion was to see an exhibition 
called 'Art Express' to inspire students to extend 
their limits in preparation for their HSC. Seeing the 
works was an eye opener as it gave students many ideas 
and new techniques to apply to elective art and 
photography. This exhibition showcased selected HSC 
artworks from 2014. Firstly, we attended an 
information talk where two students, whose works 
were chosen to be in Art Express, talked about their 
processes, inspiration and artworks throughout their 
art-making journey. 
 

After this, we entered the Art Express exhibition 
space where a variety of artworks were displayed. 
Unlike last year, pages of visual art process diaries 
were placed on one wall. This showed visiting students 
the different ways people could collect information in 
their art diaries. It was interesting to see the 
different ways students conveyed their thoughts and 
ideas from the outside world for their artworks. 
Artworks that were shown included a development plan 
for Sydney City, scribbled out newspapers that 
represented censorship in media, and telescopes that 
showed different views of the artist's key moments in 
his life. 
 

We also had time to see the Asian Collection at the 
gallery. This provided us with an insight into ancient 
Asian arts and contemporary Asian arts. It was 
fascinating to see how artworks and art making 
processes had developed throughout history. After 
firstly looking at the collection of Asian works, we 
progressed to the 19th century European and 
Australian works and sculptures. 
 

Overall, the day was a great experience as we were 
able to not only see the standard of HSC works, but 
was able to engage in a variety of works throughout 
the exhibition. 
 

 "I liked the way the students expressed their passion 
for art through art." - Sumonee Harris 
 
Sumonee Harris, Danica Dominguez and Samantha 
Rusconi (Year 10) 

Last Monday evening, 9th March, the Information 
Night for Year 7/2016 was held in the San Damiano 
Centre.  Parents of future St Agnes students were 
given information on the enrolment process, the 
school's educational objectives and St Agnes' hopes 
for the future Year 7 students.  

 

Coordinators of the various key learning areas offered 
at St Agnes were present to speak to the parents and 
explain what made our school different from the rest 
in the Parramatta Diocese. Parents received tours, led 
by the Year 10 leaders, which showed them our 
teaching and learning environment.The Year 10 leaders 
introduced some of our classrooms, the library, the 
science laboratories, the open learning space in the 
Chappotin Block and the newly designed carpets in the 
PDHPE and Maths rooms. Parents were able to view the 
works of previous Year 7 students, which are displayed 
in the Chappotin rooms, and to see the activities their 
child may be completing in the future.  

 

The Year 10 Leaders who welcomed parents and 
conducted the tours are to be commended for their 
hard work successfully promoting the school. The 
teachers present, who willingly gave up their time to 
inform the parents,are to be accredited for ensuring 
the night ran smoothly and provided sufficient and 
beneficial information to parents. 
 

The current community of St Agnes excitedly awaits 
the arrival of future members of their already 
flourishing community. 
 
Erika Leonardo 
Communication Leader 

 

 

Manufacturing VET 

 
On 12th March students from the Manufacturing class 
began the creation of step stools. Making the first 
prototype for their proposed design of the leg 
support, students were to ensure these stools were 
strong enough to hold the weight of an average person. 
Most students came across various problems including 
the length of the manufacturing process and achieving 
accuracy of the finished look. Students with surnames 
ending with A- F each needed to work together to 
figure out a way they could mass-produce their leg 
support to ensure their stool was cost and time 
efficient. Students will be using tools and equipment, 
which they have been trained to use, including the 
bandsaw, orbital sander, plunge router, hand drill and 
the pedestal drill. 
 
Jenny Phan 

Year 7/2016 Information 
Night 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir and Band at St Agnes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Music department has had an exciting start to 2015 with many new talented 
instrumentalists and vocalists from Year 7 joining our band and choir. The St Agnes 
Band and Choir rehearses after school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 2:30pm until 
4pm and gives our students an opportunity to receive expert tuition in voice and 
instruments as well as the experience of playing together in an ensemble. The musical 
skills that our students gain during rehearsals are showcased during liturgies, masses 
and other official school functions. 
 

After an entire week of auditions, for over one hundred hopeful applicants, the final 
forty-two players and singers have now been chosen. We thank all of those students 
who auditioned and encourage them to continue their musical journeys and re-audition 
at the next intake. Of course, all students at St Agnes are active participants in all 
liturgies and masses and time is spent with each year group teaching them the parts of 
the mass and psalms and hymns that we currently sing as a school community.  
 

Currently, our choir and band have been rehearsing new songs for our upcoming 
performance of the Stations of the Cross, in conjunction with our talented students 
from our Elective Drama course.  
 

We, here at St Agnes, both appreciate and applaud the commitment and dedication that 
parents make by allowing their daughters and sons to take part in these extra-
curricular activities. It really does make an incredible difference to the lives of the 
children entrusted to our care and allows us to grow together as a whole community 
while praising God. 
 

We look forward to seeing those parents we know and meeting the parents of our new 
students at one of our upcoming performances. If anyone would like any further 
information about musical activities offered at St Agnes feel free to contact either of 
the music teachers, who will be happy to discuss with you personally the opportunities 
suited to your child.  
 

The successful students in Choir and Band 2015 are: 
Judiel Allarey Angel Asiata Clarissa Ayoub Deakin Angelo Ball 
Hanok Basaznew Erica Cunan Ruby Devo Sarahphine Dunlop 
Sheryl Galacio Francis Galipot Adrien Gaerlan Elina Graf 
Carlos Huelgas Scott Javier Christina Mafi Vaituloto Mauia 
Bethany Mendoza Emily Moyse Eiriz Merjudio Alyanna Nuque 
Renee Obedoza Jenny Phan Alex Polutele Matthew Read 
Eric Regalado Natalie Salloum Kathleen Sikuea Melodie Sini 
Jessie-Lee Stephenson Lavita Taulia Jasmine Thomas Sailimalo Toso 
Theresa Toomalatai Myra Ulberg Katalina Vave Monica Vave 
Marie Vaegaau Aaliyah Villanueva  

 
Alyssa Willis Patrycja Wolniewicz 

Robert Weaver 
Music Teacher 



 

 

On the 9th March, 158 Year 7 students embarked on a three-day camp at the Outdoor Education Experience 
Centre in Morisset. This camp is an integral part of the St Agnes Catholic High School pastoral program and 
offers each student the possibility to partake in activities such as the high ropes course, abseiling, giant swing, 
kayaking, pioneering, Mudworld challenge and flying fox. 

 
The following Year 10 leaders helped facilitate and coordinate many of the activities provided at camp: 
Jeremiah Asiata  Ricky Gagliardi Carlos Huelgas 
Jordan Laing Natalie Mansour Gabbie Oca 
Bailey Raymond Helen Sikuea  
 
The enthusiastic staff at Outdoor Education welcomed all students and the following teachers: 
Ms Linda Hicks Miss Justine Zarebski Miss Tahlia Gannon 
Ms Sarah Beckett Mrs Sarah Bickford Mr Patrick Madigan 
Mr Chris Chavez Mr Robert Weaver Mr Chris Azzopardi 
 
The students participated in a Year 7 camp liturgy, which was organised by Mr Madigan and the Year 10 Leaders. 
The reflection was titled ‘Walk with me – I am the extra mile’. All students remained in perfect reverence and 
displayed a wonderful sense of community spirit.  
 

“As a member of the St Agnes family  
Walk with the feet of Jesus and go the extra mile for all you meet” 

 
Year 7 Camp was an enjoyable and memorable experience and many students, and teachers, have lasting and 
cherished memories. Hopefully these memories are spoken about for many years to come. 
 
Elizabeth Gale 
Stage 4 Pastoral Coordinator   
 

Year 7 Camp 



 

 

Parents Representative Council – Partners in learning 

March 2015  

An Open Letter to all Catholic School Parents in Diocese of Parramatta 
Dear Parents and Carers  
On Friday last week, Rev Fr Peter Williams (Administrator of the Diocese of Parramatta), Rev Fr Chris De Souza 
(Priest Responsible for Education), Greg Whitby (Executive Director of Schools), and I met with MPs and 
candidates from both the Labor and Coalition parties. Our aim was to ensure that both sides of politics were 
aware of the key issues affecting Catholic schools and families particularly:  
1. To ensure future legislation did not prevent our schools maintaining their Catholic identity and ethos  
2. To ensure a commitment to ongoing funding of Catholic schools (the state government contributes about 25% 
of all government funding to Catholic schools  
3. To seek a commitment to a coherent educational policy (pre to post school)  
4. To seek a commitment to an increase in capital works funding and a decrease in local council charges to support 
the growth of Catholic schooling in western Sydney. 
 
Are you concerned that there is no guaranteed government funding to build new schools or expand and 
improve existing schools in western Sydney? 
 
At present, neither the NSW Coalition nor Labor parties has made a long-term commitment to fund capital works 
programs for new and expanding Catholic schools in western Sydney.  
The Facts  
• Across NSW Catholic schools educate 21% of the state’s students, yet receive just 2% of the capital funding 
currently provided by the NSW Government to schools for new projects. Expressed another way, Catholic 
schools receive $30 per student in capital funding from the NSW Government while government schools receive 
$524 per student.  
• To keep up with demand, the Diocese of Parramatta will need at least $19.3 million in 2015-17 to build new 
schools and learning spaces in the north west sector to respond to growth. The Diocese will need an additional 
$7.1 million to upgrade schools in Holroyd and Blacktown.  
• Local Council infrastructure charges are placing an unfair burden on Catholic schools, incurring substantial 
additional costs.  
• Over the past three years, the metropolitan-based dioceses paid $18.5 million in levies and bonds - almost 
cancelling out the entire capital funding provided by the NSW Government for all Catholic schools.  
· Local council infrastructure charges for developments at Westmead have been quoted at 
$464,000. This is money that could have been invested in the schools themselves e.g. the cost 
of nearly five teachers. 

This issue goes beyond party lines - this is about equality and fairness and our rights as parents 
to be supported in our choice of Catholic schooling. 

In the meeting, one MP noted he hadn’t received any indication from any parent in his electorate that 
they needed a new Catholic school or that their school would require expansion. 
Catholic school parents were INSTRUMENTAL in major changes to proposed cuts to NSW state 
funding a couple of years ago. 

DON'T LET YOUR VOICE AS A CATHOLIC SCHOOL PARENT GO UNHEARD. 
What can you do? 
Contact your school principal about inviting local MPs and Candidates to your school prior to the election. 
Even if you think that your school requires no assistance at this time, it is the collective voice of Catholic 
school parents that can make the difference, so write or contact your local MP and candidates. 
If you want to some assistance in what to say or write to your sitting MP or candidate or just want to 
stay in touch about proposed MP visits near you, please email: prcparrapresident@gmail.com. 
The election is just a few weeks away on 28 March 2015. Don't let the opportunity slip past! 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Kind Regards,             
Selina Calleia          Website: www.prc.catholic.edu.au 
President, PRC         Facebook: www.facebook.com/PRCParra 

Parramatta Diocese      Twitter: @PRCParra 
 

Support~Educate~Celebrate 
Click here for more information regarding Capital Grants 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

REPARATIVE  
PARENTING   PROGRAM  

FOR FOSTER AND KINSHIP CARERS  
 

This is an attachment based parenting program that seeks to help foster and kinship carers 
learn to manage behaviour in a manner that also seeks to redress the psychological and 
emotional effects of trauma. It aims to increase the understanding, skills and resources of 
carers in order to increase placement stability. Placement stability is associated with a 
range of positive mental health, behavioural and educational outcomes for children and 
young people in care.   
 
The program sessions are designed around building a house of therapeutic care and will 
include: 

 Understanding the impact of trauma and attachment difficulties on behaviour. 
 Skills in building a firm relationship foundation with your child such as “special play” 

and emotion coaching. 
 Developing safety plans and plans to look after yourself. 
 Problem solving techniques and strategies to optimise compliance. 
 Using limits to manage anxiety. 
 Relationship repair with your foster child. 

 
Starting:  Monday 20 July 2015 
Time:  10-12:30 Mondays for 9 weeks. 
Where:  Cranebrook Community Health Centre 
                    Corner of Laycock St and Borrowdale Way 
 
For further information contact:  
Dr Christine McLeod – Clinical Psychologist – 4730 5100 
Amanda Horton-Hallett – Social Worker -  4732 9400 
 
To register phone the Centralised Referral Service on 1800 222 608 
 
If carers are keen to participate in a group ASAP then our recommendation is to refer to this group 
first (as it will be the single most relevant to their needs) and then to make a second referral to a 
complementary group such as Tuning Into Kids which will provide the basics of promoting 
emotional intelligence in children but is not specifically for parenting children with trauma 
backgrounds.  
 

 

OUR  

PARISH 
SCHOOLS  
  
St Aidan’s Pr imary 

1-5 Adelaide Street 

Rooty Hill 

Ph:   02 9625 3181 
Fax: 02 9625 5612 

  

  

Sacred Heart Pr imary 

23 Nelson Street 

Mt Druitt South 

Ph:   02 9625  8733 

Fax: 02 9832 2258 

  

  

Holy Family Primary 

Weber Crescent 

Emerton 

Ph:   02 9628 9232 

Fax: 02 9628 9589 

  

  

St  John Vianney’s 
Pr imary 

17 Cameron Street 

Doonside 

Ph:   02 9831 1817 

Fax: 02 9831 6430 

  
  

a diverse  
community  
learning  
together 

  

    

From the Counsellor – Mrs Suzan Boulattouf 
 
2015  NSW COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNSELLING GROUPS 
Term 2 
•Tuning Into Kids, Penrith Community Health Centre, 7-9pm 6 weekly sessions commencing 
Tuesday 5 May 
 
Term 3 
• Positive Parenting Program (Triple P), Penrith Community Health Centre 

7-9pm 6 weekly sessions commencing Wednesday 15 July 
• Tuning Into Kids, North St Marys Neighbourhood Centre 

10:30-12:30 6 weekly sessions commencing Tuesday 28 July 
• Overcoming Depression Group, Cranebrook Community Health Centre 

6:30-9pm 9 weekly sessions commencing Tuesday 14 July 
• Reparative Parenting Program, Cranebrook Community Health Centre 

10-12:30 9 weekly sessions commencing Mon 20 July 
 
Term 4 
• Positive Parenting Program, (Triple P) North St Marys Neighbourhood Centre 

10:30-12:30 6 weekly sessions commencing Tuesday 13 October 
• Tuning Into Kids, Penrith Community Health Centre 

7-9pm 6 weekly sessions commencing Tuesday 20 October 
 

Group summaries 
• Tuning Into Kids: a program for parents  to help them understand their child’s emotions 
and to teach them to help their child express their emotions in a healthy way. Positive 
Parenting Program: a parenting program that provides strategies to increase the behaviours 
you want your children to develop and to manage less desirable ones. 
• Cool Kids: an anxiety management group for children (in years 3-6) and their parents. 
• Overcoming Depression Group: a CBT and mindfulness based group for adults who 
experience depression 
• Reparative Parenting Program: a parenting program for kinship carers and foster carers 
who are caring for children who have experienced trauma 
 
Please refer by calling the Central Referral Service 1800 222 608 
 



 

 

     

Airport & Cruise Transfers
Contact Tony Saba 0404 390 620

www.fivestarshuttles.com

 

 

OUR PARISHES 
  
St Aidan’s  

9 Adelaide Street 

Rooty Hill 

Ph:   02 9625  8404 

  

  

Sacred Heart  

23 Nelson Street 

Mt Druitt South 

Ph:   02 9625  8847 

  

  

Holy Family  

254 Luxford Road 

Emerton 

Ph:   02 9628  7272 

  
  

St John Vianney’s  

17 Cameron Street 

Doonside 

Ph:   02 9622  3426 

  

  

From the Catholic Education Office 
 

Catholic Education – did you know? 

The Federal Government contributes 57.5% of the cost of educating a child in a NSW 
Catholic school, and the NSW Government contributes 19.7%. The remaining 22.8% comes 
from parents and the parish community through school fees and private fundraising. This is 
why funding support from federal and state governments must keep pace with rising 
education costs – to maintain education quality and to ensure a Catholic education remains 
affordable for all families. 
 
Position Vacant: Executive Assistant to the Chief of Operations & Finance 

The Catholic Diocese of Parramatta is seeking applications for the position of Executive 
Assistant to the Chief of Operations & Finance. For a confidential discussion please contact 
Anthony Spata, REACH Human Resources, on 0402 210 055. A copy of the position 
description is available at www.catholicjobsonline.com.au  Applications close Monday 23 
March 2015. 


